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T I D I N G S  

Christmas:   
a season of merriment and joy that serves its purpose well when all is right with the     

 world.   
 
Christmas, when our world has been disrupted  

by violence with ISIS attacks in Beirut and Paris,  
by the death of a loved one after a long and grueling illness,  
by the death of a loved taken suddenly, without warning, 
by bad news from your doctor,  
by unfulfilling work, financial strain, and angst, 

assumes a darker, depressing quality when that world is turned upside down.   Christmas trappings 
can be pedantic annoyances or sad reminders of better days, and we wish Christmas would just    
disappear. 
 
Christmas is more than blinking lights and glittering tinsel.   
At the heart of the Christmas story is THE light.   

Not the colored lights on the Christmas tree or the music-coordinated lights of the decorated house.   
Not the neon lights of store windows or even the simulated stars above manger scenes. 

 
Christmas is centered in the light of hope, the light of the proverbial candle that, small by comparison to a dark room,     
dispels the darkness nonetheless.  It is the light of the stars that on a dark night that remind us of the vast universe that is 
older and larger than our little slice of time and space.  It is the light of love that overcomes hatred and fear with an act of 
kindness.  It is the Light of the World; the peace-giving light that overcomes the fearmongering of darkness.   
 
Martin Luther King, Jr. reminds us that 

Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do that.   
Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.    

 
Light is not violent yet it overpowers darkness;  
 Light is not threatening but illuminating; 
  Light is not intrusive but revealing.  
 
So, if the colored lights and tinsel bring you peace and hope, put them on display with great delight. 
 
If those things only deepen the darkness, then focus on the Light of the World that comes in human form, not only in 
Jesus’s birth, but in each human being who bandages our wounds, who grows flowers instead of planting bombs, who 
loves instead of hating.   
 
Celebrate the Christmas Light in whatever form it comes to you this season.   
 
 
 

MU SI N GS  
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W O M E N ’ S  FE L L OW S H I P  

Women's Circle of Friends is meeting at church on     
Saturday, December 12 at 9:30 am, for a potluck  breakfast 
in Friendship Hall. Following breakfast, Judy McCann will 
share a program about Christmas in Sweden as well as     
information about Fika, which is the relaxing Swedish     
coffee break. Please sign up in the church office and join us 

for a fun time with good food! All women of the church are invited. 

We have upgraded our New England Church website. Our new site has many 

useful features you may want to check out.  Here are 5 new features to get you 

started! 

Feature #1: The updated website is mobile ready, meaning if you go to our web 

address on a smart phone you will notice the presentation makes information  

access easier to get to, because pages scroll up and down and the font size is 

larger.  

Feature #2:  The church calendar gives you more information than just the time 

and date. On the bottom of the homepage click on “Complete Calendar.” Pick an 

event you would like to know more about.  For example, click on 

“Conversations with Gary” and you will be sent to a new page with the date, 

time, AND location, along with options to email a reminder to yourself or email 

an invitation to a friend. 

Feature #3: We now have quick access to Google 360, Facebook, Twitter and 

Google Map Locator. Just click on the icons on the top right-hand side of the 

homepage.  Especially noteworthy is Google 360 because that offers you a     

virtual tour of the church grounds and inside the church. And, don’t forget to 

“friend” New England Church on Facebook. 

Feature #4: Thinking of Visiting? This tab gives visitors information on what to 

expect when they come to New England Church for the first time on a Sunday 

morning.  Use the website and “Thinking of Visiting” tab as a reference when 

you invite friends and neighbors to church. 

Feature #5: Quick Links on the homepage will get you to other important links, 

umm…fast!!  You can make a donation, read about the travel group, learn more 

about the NECC Preschool or the Boy Scout Troop, and even read Gary’s book 

about our church’s history online! 

N E W  E N G L A N D  C H U RC H  W E B S I T E  101  

Books of  Note 

 
On Tuesday, December 15, Books of Note will meet to        
discuss "The Rosie Project:  A Novel" by Graeme  
Simsion.  Time is 7:00 pm and location is NECC.                      
All are welcome to attend! 
 

 

Volunteer to 
work at the  
Aurora Area  

Interfaith Food 
Pantry—  

NECC sends  
volunteers to 
work in the 

warehouse and/
or to restock 
shelves every 
2nd and 3rd 

Monday of the 
month from   

3:00-4:00 
pm.                       

The location is 
110 Jericho Road, 

Aurora.    
                      

Thank you! 
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The 2016 Stewardship Campaign, The New England 
Times, has been well received.  We again want to thank all 
of you for your past support of the church and your  
continued support. 
 
The Stewardship Team is actively working to close out this 
year’s campaign in early December.  Stewardship will soon 
be calling all that we have not received a pledge from to 

give you a ‘friendly reminder’ to submit your 2016 pledge.  Again, thank you for 
your support of New England Congregational Church. 

S A LVA T I O N  A R M Y  B E L L  R I N G I N G  

 
 
NECC Men’s Fellowship will ring bells for the Salvation 
Army this Christmas season on Tuesday, December 8 from 
5:00-7:00 pm.  Please sign up in the church office. This year’s 
sign up sheet includes one hour time slots.  Bells, buckets, 
and aprons will now be at the bell ringing locations.                           
Location assignments will be made in the church parlor on 
Sunday, December 6 after both church services.  

If you are unable to be there on Sunday, please call Jerry (630.892.3732) to      
obtain your  location assignment.  A delicious dinner will be served at Jim & Jan 
Mamminga’s home, 1636 W. Downer in Aurora, after the bell ringing.  Join the 
men of the church in the season of giving. 
 
 
 
 

Burial Plots Available 

New England was given two burial plots and a bronze 
headstone in the River Hills Memorial Park in Batavia.  
River Hills has told us that the value of each burial site is 
$1,050 and the bronze headstone’s value is $2,300, for a 
combined value of $4,400.  We continue to offer these items 
to members and friends of New England and we will accept 
any reasonable offer for the plots and headstone.      If you 
have an interest or know someone who might, please  
contact the church office. 
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On Sunday, December 13, at the 10:00 service, the          
Plymouth Rock Singers will present their Christmas musical, 
“The Grumpy Shepherd.” Based on Paddy Devon’s book, with    
music by Joe Cox, this delightful  account of Christ’s birth is 
told by a narrator, three shepherds, three sheep, and two     
angels. Two of the shepherds are popular with the sheep, but 
one has become bored and has lost faith in almost everything. 
Will that lost shepherd find hope and renewal at the manger? 
You won’t want to miss the answer offered in this meaningful    

musical gift by our talented, enthusiastic young singers. 
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5:00 pm— Family Candlelight Service with the  
 Every Child Christmas Pageant 

11:00 pm—Candlelight Service of  
Carols and Readings 

               Chancel Choir Singing 

Children’s Choir Christmas Program 

    C H R I S T M A S  E V E  S E RV I C E S  

'Conversations With Gary' 

 
'Conversations with Gary' will be held on Monday,            
December 7, Tuesday, December 15, Wednesday, December 
23 and Thursday, December 31 at 11:30 am at Ballydoyle Pub 
in downtown Aurora. Everyone buys their own lunch. Here 
you have the opportunity to ask questions, make comments,        
explore topics of interest and enter into dialogue about things 
that are of concern to you - whether it be theology, the 
church, the community, or the arts…. As you can see this is a 
casual format with no formal agenda or topic other than what 
may come up in conversation or by your questions and 
thoughts. Everyone is welcome. 
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Attention all Cookie Bakers and Eaters 

 
Do you like holiday cookies? It's that time of year 

again! The annual Cookie Walk will take place on 

Sunday, December 6 immediately following both 

services in Friendship Hall. You can purchase   

yummy holiday cookies from $5, $8 and $10. If you 

are interested in baking a batch or two of your     

favorite cookies, bars, or special candies for the 

event, please sign up in the Marketplace or contact 

Mike Daly (mike@newenglandchurch.org). Please 

deliver your labeled (type of item and “nuts” or “no 

nuts”) baked goods to the church either Saturday, 

December 5  between 9:00-10:00 am or Sunday 

morning, December 6. This event is sponsored by our NECC Board of Education 

Ministries and all proceeds support our children’s ministry programs.     

Thank you! 

 
We will celebrate this special service on       
Sunday, December 6 at the 10:00 am service  
only.  We hope you’ll join us for this festive        
occasion and help us out by participating in this 
meaningful worship service. Stop by the narthex 
before going into the sanctuary to choose  
something to place during the service.  
The 8:30 am service will be the traditional 
Advent Liturgy. 
 
 

HA N G I N G  O F  T H E  GR E E N S  

       
The money raised through the Christmas Fund  
Offering provides the primary revenue stream for the 
Ministerial Assistance programs of the UCC.  These    
programs of Annuity Supplementation, Health Benefits  
Supplementation, Emergency Grants and Christmas Gifts 
for low-income retirees are available to both the active and 

retired clergy and lay employees. We will collect this special offering on    
Sunday, December 13. 

T H E  C H R I S T M A S  F U N D  
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NECC – Feed My Starving Children Volunteer 
Night. Tuesday, December 29 from 6:00-7:30 pm.  Feed My 
Starving Children is an organization that utilizes volunteers to 
assemble nutritious food packets that will be sent to places 
around the globe in most need of food. Feed My Starving       
Children can have volunteers of all ages.   
Sign-up in in the church office or contact Mike Daly at 
mike@newenglandchurch.org. 
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E V E RY  C H I L D  C H R I S T M A S  P A G E A N T  

 
The Every Child Christmas Pageant will again be part of 
our 5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service. Children may 
come to church dressed as elaborately or simply as they wish 
to portray one of the characters in the nativity story:       
shepherd, wise men, angel, Mary, Joseph or an animal at the 
manger. They will be invited to the front as the story          
unfolds. Any babies that wish to join us as the Christ Child 
may bring their parents up to the front. In this Christmas 
story there can be as many Marys and Josephs and shepherds as we have        
children, and in this story, baby Jesus can be a boy or a girl.  
We hope you’ll join us. 

F E E D  M Y  STA RV I N G  CH I L D R E N  

 
Please remember our endowment fund in 
your estate planning and through your current 
giving, such as memorials or honorariums.   
Our endowment, which is managed by the 
Community Foundation, has awarded 
$247,000 back to the church for capital 

needs.  And, in the process, the fund has reached a balance of $1.1 million.   
For further information, see www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org or call   
(630) 896-7800.  
 

NECC E N D OW M E N T  FU N D  

http://www.CommunityFoundationFRV.org


 
 
 
 
Hospitalized:   
Marcia Whaley, Cliff Lund, Sally Funk. 
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J OY S  & C O N C E R N S  

 

 

Annual reports from board chairs are due in the church  

office by Monday, December 14. Please e-mail your report 

to shelley@newenglandchurch.org. Thank you! 
 

 

 

Y E A R  E N D  P R E PA R A T I O N  

  
 

The church office will be closed December 24, 25, 31 and    
January 1 for the Christmas and New Year’s holidays.  

There will be limited office hours from 9:00 am-noon on  
                      December 28, 29 & 30.    

   
 

HO L I DA Y  OF F I C E  HO U R S  

       
 
All donations must be either postmarked or  
received in the church office by December 31  
in order to be credited as a 2015 donation.  
Please make every effort to complete your pledge 
before the year ends. Thank you. 
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Everyone who has signed up to participate in the Winter      
Dinners in January, February and March will receive a schedule 
and all the details they need before the first of the year.   
Watch your email!  
 
If you meant to sign up but didn’t, there may still be openings.  
Subs might be needed on occasion, too. Contact Barbara King at 
630-879-2263 or bhk430@att.net for details if you’re  
interested. 
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F I L M  S E R I E S  

 
 
December 11: 12 Angry Men (1957) 
A dissenting juror in a murder trial slowly manages to        
convince the others that the case is not as obviously clear as it 
seemed in court. Oscar nominee for Best Picture and Director 
(Sidney Lumet), the film stars Henry Fonda, Lee J. Cobb,   
Martin Balsam, Jack Warden, E.G. Marshall, Ed Begley and 
Jack Klugman. Presenter: Scott Myers 
 

 

W I N T E R  D I N N E R S  U P DA T E  

 
 

The Annual Advent Mitten Tree is up outside the church office and ready to 
receive your hand-made or newly bought mittens, gloves, scarves, hats and 
even socks.  Any type of winter-wear donations for all ages will be greatly 

appreciated and delivered by our senior high youth to local outreach  
organizations (such as Mutual Ground, Life Spring, Hesed House, etc.).   

Thank you!  
 
 
 

mailto:bhk430@att.net


W E ’V E  M OV E D  

 
 

What do 14 pumpkins, 2 Hokki chairs and a computer have in common?  
 

They were all purchased with funds provided by mini-grant awards to teachers 
at Dieterich and Greenman elementary schools in Aurora.  

The Board of Missions was able to offer teachers at these two schools the       
opportunity to apply for a mini-grant award ranging from $50.00 to $300.00 to 

enhance the educational experience of their students. The Board of Missions 
voted to make available $3,000.00 of the $10,000.00 in the Board of Missions 

savings account. All teachers at both schools were invited to apply for the mini-
grants and eight teachers (two from Dieterich and six from Greenman) took  

advantage of the opportunity. Proposals were reviewed by two members of the 
Board of Missions and also by Mike Daly. The reviewers agreed that all eight 
proposals should be funded. Six proposals requesting $70.00 to $300.00 were 
totally funded; two others in which the funding request exceeded the $300.00 
limit were partially funded and in each case the teacher indicated she would 

supply the remaining funds herself. It is exciting to see one more way that 
NECC is building relationships within our community.  

...And they will know we are Christians by our love. 
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On December 13, 

the youth will host 
coffee fellowship 

at Chestnut House 
after the 10:00 am 

service.   
Everyone is  
welcome!   

Meet the youth and 
check out the house 
decked out for the 

holidays.   
Once again, several 
of our very talented 

youth musicians 
will provide 

 Christmas music 
along with  

Marilyn Parolini.   
Don’t miss it! 

 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
Mike Curran & Alma Forster 
405 Lake Ct 
Oswego, IL. 60543 
 
June Orr 
Cottage Grove Place 
2115 First Ave. SE Apt. 1304 
Cedar Rapids, IA. 52402 
 
LeAnn VanHooser 
Harbor Chase of Plainfield 
12446 Van Dyke Rd. Apt. 223 
Plainfield, IL. 60585 

Virginia Gurry 
5055 W. Panther Creek Dr. 
Apt. 2208 
Spring, TX. 77381 
 
Nancy Lundquist-Bates 
c/o Susie Moore 
401 McCollum Circle 
Neptune Beach, FL. 32266 
 
Ruth Harding & Rose May 
2033 Butterfly Ln. CC510 
Naperville, IL. 60563 
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Minister of Education & Mission:  Mike Daly 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Children’s Ministry:  Audra Darché  

Minister of Music:  Ina Heup 

Children’s Choir Accompanist:  Beth Ann Miller   

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Wedding/Funeral Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator: Rose May 

Moderator-elect: Bob Lundquist 

Treasurer: Andy Sprau 

Clerk: Cheryl Vonhoff 

 

 

 

      HAPPY HOLIDAY S!  


