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T I D I N G S  

 
When I explain to people the basic tenets of belief at New England Church, I tell them 
that membership in our church isn’t based on “correct belief.”  That is, we do not require 
people to agree to a set of beliefs that others have established as being the standard by 
which all must believe.  No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, you 
are welcome here. 
 
At the same time, I am quick to clarify that what we believe is important.  Those who 
believe in a judgmental, punitive god will, on their god’s behalf, levy punitive judgment 
on those who do not believe as they do.  If, on the other hand, you believe in a gracious, 
forgiving God who loves unconditionally, then you will attempt to live into those       
qualities as a person of faith.  What we believe about God is in direct proportion to the 
way we live as citizens of this world. 
 
The Orlando massacre is one illustration of the devastation that comes from believing in a god who hates a  
particular segment of society.  Zealots who believe their god hates Muslims or Jews or Christians or people of 
color can have disastrous consequences, especially with personalities who are passionate to act on behalf of 
their god to rid the world of infidels.   
 
Sadly, there are people who, though they may not actually kill people in the name of their god, condone it and 
incite others to do it.  Political and religious leaders whose self-righteous indignation touts the need to rid    
society of people they, and not surprisingly their god,  hates sanctions a violence that encourages people to 
hateful, violent, action.   
 
Those seeking to justify their prejudice use religious texts and belief systems to undergird these belief systems; 
what one believes about the nature of God influences the behavior of the followers of that God/god.   
 
Keeping faith in a world filled with such prejudice and hatred is difficult for those of us who believe God loves 
everyone.  But it is critical that we do not succumb to the evil of apathy.  It is critical that we continue to       
involve ourselves in deeds of kindness and support organizations that live into the best hope we have for unity 
in a world gone mad with a hatred that is rooted in a god who hates.     
 
I’m grateful for the open, inclusive nature of New England Church and I encourage you to continue to be       
involved in keeping the witness of this church alive in the community.  This is where children learn ways to 
find peaceful solutions to differences and experience the value of rubbing shoulders with a diverse community.  
There are many such churches and community organizations who foster good will and harmony among the   
diverse population we enjoy in Aurora.  Let’s do all we can to offer our support in order to live into what a    
generous, loving God would desire.   
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Mark your calendars and bring your family and friends 
for our annual night of food, fun, and fellowship at 
Luigi's Pizza and Fun Center in Aurora to benefit the 
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry.   
Monday, August 29, from 5:00-7:00pm with  
advance tickets available the previous three Sundays,  
August 14, 21, and 28 in the Marketplace. 
If you have anything to donate for our raffle that evening, 
please contact Scott Myers.  We hope to see you there! 

 

Mutual Ground is looking for volunteers for their   
famous "Miss Fannie's Yard Sale" 418 Oak Ave. in              
Aurora. The actual sale is Friday, July 29 and Saturday, 
July 30 (if you have time please go out and shop). They 
need help on Thursday, July 28th, 9:00am-7:00pm.  This 
involves setting up the yard sale.  Bringing items up from 
the basement and bringing them out to the lawn.  This 
activity involves stairs and lifting. Once everything is on 
the lawn it needs to get organized.  To sign up please call 
Julie Judd at 630-897-0084 ext. 104 or email 
jjudd@mutualground.org 

 
Darcey Pittman will 

be giving a short 
concert on Sunday, 

August 14 at 
11:15 am, immediately 

following  
Coffee Fellowship. 

Everyone is invited to 
attend. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

NECC’ S  F U N D R A I S E R  N I G H T  A T  
L U I G I ’S  F O R  T H E  A U RO R A  A R E A  
I N T E R FA I T H  F O O D  P A N T RY  

K A N E  C O U N T Y  C O U G A R S  G A M E  

C A N  Y O U  VO L U N T E E R ?  

 
TAKE ME OUT TO THE BALL GAME! New England 
Church - Kane County Cougars baseball night in           
Geneva on Monday, August 1, 6:30 pm first pitch.       
Tickets, with sweet seats behind home plate, will be on 
sale in the church Marketplace starting July 3 or contact 
Mike Daly at mike@newenglandchurch.org or                
630-897-8721 ext. 2140.  Tickets only $5!  

 

NECC member  
Tim Kanive is 
organizing the 
Men’s Group  

to help take down  
“ Miss Fannie’s Yard 

Sale” on 
Saturday,  July 30 
from 2:00-6:00pm. 

Whatever doesn’t sell 
gets put in garbage 

bags and loaded on a 
truck that goes to the 

mission and some 
yard clean-up. If you 

can't make it the 
entire time, just let us 
know what times you 

can be there.  
Contact Tim at 

tekman78@hotmail. 
com or sign-up in the 

church office.  
Thank you!  

mailto:jjudd@mutualground.org
mailto:mike@newenglandchurch.org
mailto:tekman78@hotmail.com
mailto:tekman78@hotmail.com
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Jim Hopp, Project Manager for the Emmanuel House Project, is seeking volunteers for various projects 
in the house. 

If you can help with any of these, please contact Project Manager Jim Hopp at 630.337.1996 
 
LOCATION                                   SKILL SET 
 
Apartment #1 
Clean and varnish woodwork in one room        Moderate 
Measure for curtains & shop pricing, front room 3 each                 Moderate 
Finish tape wall patch      Moderate 
 
Apartment # 2  
Attach heating front panel      High 
Repair ceiling in closet (drywall)     High 
 
Apartment # 3 
4-7 window blinds measure & price 
Fix wall patch        Moderate 
Connect stove and test      Moderate 
Clean and varnish wood work 2 rooms    Moderate 
Remove door casing and reinforce jamb reinstall casing, reinstall 
         dead bolt strike with longer screws                                            High 
Fix loose railing & add railing opposite side    High 
 
Apartment # 4 
Replace one window blind measure & shop pricing 
West stair well 
Repair plaster        Moderate 
Install two handrails       High 
Clean porch?        Moderate 
 
Attic 
Seal outer wall gaps and holes in floor west attic   Moderate 
Close up wall to seal behind walls (Vermiculite)    Moderate 
Add insulation to west bedroom wall    Moderate 
Drywall closet walls provide access for insulation    Moderate 
Repair ceiling tile       High  
 
Basement 
19 Basement windows caulk gaps replace wood   Moderate 
    
Exterior 
Repair downspout        Moderate 
Build three handrails on exit stairs to code    High 
Wash north exterior wall      Moderate 

Emmanuel House Volunteer Projects 
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Dear Church Family, 
 
I am deeply touched and humbled by all that you have 
offered as I head toward retirement after many years of 
leading the music ministry at New England Church. 
Your generous monetary gift and multitude of        
handwritten cards expressing your gratitude for my 
work were completely unexpected and very much   
appreciated. The exquisite reception featuring delectable cookies baked by      
loving hands and hearts helped to make my last Sunday with the choirs a most 
memorable occasion! 
It has been a privilege to serve a church that embraces the arts as a window to 
the presence of God. As we have shared our faith journey, I hope that our music 
and its messages have brought hope and healing in times of joy and sorrow. 
Looking forward, I am anxious to use my talents serving our church community 
in new ways. I invite you to join me as we continue to support our vital music 
ministry in the future. 
 
Sincerely, 
Ina Heup 

 
Please mark your calendar for a second round of "New 
England Monte Carlo Night" on Friday, October 21, 2016 
at Orchard Valley Golf Club from 7:00pm – 11:00pm.   
Last year the event drew over 100 guests.  This year we have 
relocated to Orchard Valley to accommodate an even larger 
turnout!   
Don't miss this fun opportunity to "gamble" with "fun      

money" and try your luck at Blackjack, Craps and Roulette!  Don’t worry if you 
are not a pro, the dealers will help you through the night.  Your ticket purchase 
will get you heavy  appetizers and your chips.  Since you're playing with fun 
money, you can't lose and the real jackpot of the evening is fellowship with     
congregants and other friends you bring.   
If you aren't the gambling type, there will be silent auction, a wine pull, a cash 
bar and great community! 
Tickets are $50 per person.  You can buy tickets online by clicking on the  
HOME page of our website and click on DONATE under QUICK LINKS near 
the bottom right side of the page or send a check to the church office with    
Monte Carlo Night written on the memo line.   
 
The 2016 Monte Carlo Committee Members: Jason & Jen Buckley,  
Bart & Jodee Grometer, Patrick & Ingrid Roney, Scott & Michelle Voris,  
Jeff & Chris Wiencek, Kristen Ziman & Chris Tunney. 

M O N T E  C A R L O  N I G H T  



 
New England Church volunteers stock shelves at the      
Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry the second and third 
Mondays of each month.  We invite you to join us on those 
days at 3:00 pm; we’re usually done by 4:00 pm. It is easy 
but important work, and we always have a good time       
together serving the community in this way. We hope to see 
you at the next stocking party. The Pantry is located at  
1110 Jericho Rd., Aurora.   

 

                                                                                                                         
Join us at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora for 
conversations on the subjects you wish to discuss.       
Everyone buys their own food and drink.  

               LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am                                          
Tuesday, July 12                   Monday, August 1                                                  
Wednesday, July 20           Tuesday, August 9                                                                   
Thursday, July 28        Wednesday, August 17               
                       Thursday, August 25 

 

F O O D  P A N T RY  S H E L F  STO C K I N G  

'C O N V E R S A T I O N S  W I T H  G A RY  & 

M I K E '  
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New England was given two burial plots and a 
bronze headstone in the River Hills Memorial 
Park in Batavia.  River Hills has told us that the 
value of each burial site is $1,050 and the bronze 
headstone’s value is $2,300, for a combined value 
of $4,400.  We continue to offer these items to 
members and friends of New England and we   
will accept any reasonable offer for the plots and   
headstone.  If you have an interest or know    

someone who might, please contact the church office. 
 
 

B U R I A L  P L OT S  A VA I L A B L E  
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Melissa Fidler graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend Elmhurst College, studying 
Secondary Education in social studies and psychology, play golf and to teach and coach high school.  She is 
the daughter of Susan Fidler. 
 
Luke Garrity graduates from Batavia High School.  He will attend Illinois State University and major in 
Middle School Education.  He is the son of Patty Garrity. 
 
Ava Jones graduates from Rosary High School.  She plans to take a gap year for travel and volunteer      
service opportunities, before beginning college.  While undecided in her final plans, she is considering 
studies at Loyola University.  She is the daughter of Alan & Lyndell Jones.  
 
Adrianna Keenan graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend Waubonsee Community 
College and major in photography and graphic design.  She is the daughter of Beth Keenan. 
 
Kira Marlow graduates from Batavia High School.  She plans to attend the Milwaukee School of Art and 
Design in Milwaukee, WI.  She will pursue a degree in illustration and integrated studio arts.  She is the 
daughter of Bill & Amanda Marlow.     
 
Olyeg Marlow graduates from Batavia High School.  He will attend Waubonsee Community College.     
He will study Fire Science, to earn his EMT and paramedic certificates.  He is the son of Bill & Amanda 
Marlow. 
 
E. J. McLaren graduates from West Aurora High School.  He plans to study immunology at Davidson   
College in Davidson, NC.  He is the son of Kim McLaren. 
 
Julian Merluzzi graduates from West Aurora High School.  He plans to attend DePaul University where 
he will major in music.  He is the son of Tom Merluzzi & Karen White. 
 
Darcey Pittman graduates from Metea Valley High School.  She will attend the College of William and 
Mary in Williamsburg, VA.  She plans to major in International Relations and Women’s Studies.  She is 
the daughter of Lindley & Laura Pittman. 
 
Katie Robitschek graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend Waubonsee Community 
College.  Her plans are undecided.  She is the daughter of Kathy Robitschek. 
 
Ben Schepp graduates form Oswego High School.  He will attend Central Missouri University where he 
plans to major in Aviation and pursue a degree towards becoming a pilot.  He is the son of Chris & Crystal 
Vavrinek. 

     2016 GRADUATES 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Jake Swindle graduates from Marmion Academy.  He will attend Indiana University and plans to major 
in business.  He is the son of Brian & Julie Swindle. 
 
Will Thwaits graduates from West Aurora High School where he achieved the rank of major in the     
Air Force JRROTC and was awarded the American Legion Military Excellence Medal.  He will attend 
Illinois State University to major in Economics and as a member of the Army – ROTC.  He is the son of 
Michael & Heidi Thwaits. 
 
Libby Wiet graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend Ohio State University where 
she will major in marketing.  She is the daughter of Bill & Shauna Wiet. 
 
Jenna Verdick graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend Southern Illinois          
University in Edwardsville, IL. and major in pharmacy.  She is the daughter of Gale & Stacy Verdick. 
 
Megan Voris graduates from West Aurora High School.  She plans to attend the University of Illinois 
and study civil engineering.  She is the daughter of Scott & Michelle Voris. 
 
Georgia Young graduates from Rosary High School.  She plans to attend Colorado State University.       
She will be a member of the swim team.  She plans to major in psychology.  She is the daughter of David 
& Stephanie Young. 
 
Brendan Daly graduates from Butler University with his B.A. in Theater administration.  He is the son of 
Mike & Suzy Daly. 
 
Morgan Johnson graduates from Northern Illinois University with her B.A. degree in Hospitality     
Management and Business Administration.  She is the daughter of Jim & Kathy Johnson. 
 
T.J. Pearson graduates from Purdue University with his B.S. in Mechanical Engineering.  He will be a 
product design engineer for Navistar.  He is the son of Bob & Beth Pearson. 
 
Josie Starke graduates from Waubonsee Community College with her certificate in Massage Therapy.  
She will take her state board license examination in June, before opening private practice. 
 
Anders Winquist-Bailey graduates from Elmhurst College with his B.S. in Biology.  He is the son of 
Dave & Linnea Winquist-Bailey. 
 
 
 
 
 

     2016 GRADUATES 
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Minister of Education & Mission:  Mike Daly 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Children’s Ministry:  Audra Darché  

Minister of Music:  Ina Heup 

Children’s Choir Accompanist:  Beth Ann Miller   

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Wedding/Funeral Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator:  Bob Lundquist 

Moderator-elect:  Cheryl Vonhoff 

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Judy Lopez 

OU R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  OF F I C E R S  

Joys & Concerns 

Weddings: 
Joe Arko & Lindsey Dondanville on May 29. 
Vince Rossi & Diana Thephavong on June 17. 
 
Births: 
Kennedy Rose Jupa born to Jeff Jupa & Michelle Schramer 
on June 8. 
 
Hospitalized:   
Cathy Bemis 
 
Deaths:  
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of Roger Parolini. 


