
 
One of the most important facets of community life at New England Church is Sunday     
morning worship.  And one of the most important facets of Sunday worship is music.           
We love hearing the organ and the hand bells; we love hearing the Chancel Choir and the  
Sunday school children sing.   
 
But perhaps more important than any of these, though they are critical to creative worship, is 
the singing of hymns by the whole congregation.  As we enter a new year of worship and  
singing, I want to reflect for a bit here about the value of hymns in worship.   
 
First, hymns engage the whole congregation. We’re not listening to someone else perform; we’re singing   
together.   
 
Second, hymns serve to move the worship service forward.  Each hymn has a purpose:  the first hymn is   
always a worship hymn, extoling the qualities of God.  The second hymn is the Pulpit Hymn for good reason:   
it prepares us for the theme of the sermon.  The third hymn summarizes the service, reiterates the sermon 
theme, or sends us on our way with a blessing and reminder that going forth to be the church in the world is 
our real service.   
So, having said that, I would like to encourage everyone to be attentive to hymn singing.   

 Sing, even if you can’t carry a tune in a bucket, as my grandmother used to say.  My dad always       
maintained that the scripture says “make a joyful noise to the Lord;” it doesn’t say you have to sing 
on key. 

If you absolutely don’t want to sing, that’s ok.  But follow the text as the rest of us sing.  These words 
are more than adding music for variety.  Joe, Martin, and I are diligent about choosing hymns that  
fit the theme of the day, as best we can.  So follow the text in your hymnal as we prepare for the 
scripture and sermon. 

And whether you’re singing, reading, or listening, try to figure out why this particular hymn was      
chosen.  Sometimes the reference to the scripture or sermon theme is just one verse,  but make a  
little exercise of deciding what it is.  The hymns are meant for edification not just to make the      
service last for the hour. 

 
We have resisted the popular trend to post the hymns on a screen, but choose instead to use the traditional  
hymnal.  There’s something about holding a book that I like.  While I can read a book in electronic form, I like 
having a physical book in my hands.  In the same way, I like having a hymnal in hand.  The hymns we choose 
are hymns that have survived the ages.  They’ve survived for good reason….they edify our soul, they extol the 
unconditional love of God, and they connect us to the church of the past, the present, and the future.   
 
So join me in singing.  Or following along, at least.  I encourage you to open your hymnal, follow along, and sing 
with us, even if you don’t utter a sound.  It’s what worshiping congregations do well together.   
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There will be a service in Johnson Chapel on  
Wednesday, February 14 at 7:00 pm. Please join us. 

 
February’s Books of Note selection is “The Readers of   
Broken Wheel  Recommend” by Katarina Bivald.                    
A heartwarming reminder of why we are booklovers, this is a 
sweet, smart story about how books find us, change us, and 
connect us.  Picture a small town in Iowa with vacant       
storefronts, book-loving pen pals (one from Sweden),             

a supportive community, and the surprising decision to open a bookstore in 
town.  Come join the group on February 20 at 7:00 pm in the parlor to share 
your thoughts on the unexpected things that can happen when you let a book 
into your life. 
 
 

B O O K S  O F  N OT E  

Film Series 

 
February 9: The Second Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (2015)  
As the Best Exotic Marigold Hotel has only a single remaining        
vacancy - posing a rooming predicament for two fresh arrivals - 
Sonny pursues his expansionist dream of opening a second hotel. 
Presenter: Marsha Carter. 

 
 
 
We have discontinued the phone app that we initiated 
last year.  The cost seemed prohibitive for the use we were 
able to get from it.   
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Boy Scout Troop 3 will be hosting a pancake breakfast 
on Boy Scout Sunday, February 25, in Friendship Hall 
from 8:30 am until noon. There will also be a bake sale 
and raffles for quilts and a signed sports related jersey. 
Ticket prices are $8 per person, $24 for a family.  

 
 
 
Calling all women of the church! Please join us 
for our annual Valentine breakfast held 
at Jan Mamminga’s house at 9:30 am on Saturday, 
February 17. We are meeting a week later than 
usual, but we will still have fun with our           
Valentine’s theme. Besides bringing a dish to 
share, please consider inviting someone and    
maybe offering them a ride to Jan’s. Her house is located at 1636 W Downer 
Place, Aurora. Sign up in the church office or at home on the church website. 
 
 
 
 

W O M E N ’S  FE L L OW S H I P  

 
 

An interfaith trip to Israel is being    
organized, along with our friends from 
Temple B’nai Israel, Aurora, for  
February 20 – March 2, 2019.  If you are 
interested in receiving a brochure of 
the itinerary, please email 
Gary at gary@newenglandchurch.org. 

mailto:gary@newenglandchurch.org
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'Conversations with Gary'-Join us at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in 
downtown  Aurora for conversations on the subjects you 
wish to discuss. Everyone buys their own food and drink.  
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:  
Monday, February 5, Tuesday, February 13,  
Wednesday, February 21.  

 
          

Mardi Gras Sunday on February 11 this year is a tradition at New England 
Church not to be missed.   

Once again the Mad Monks of Melody will be here with their  
Dixieland music.   

We hope you’ll join us! 

C H O C O L A T E  F E S T I VA L  

 
The Annual Chocolate Festival will be held in  
Friendship Hall after second service on Mardi Gras  
Sunday, February 11.  We are asking for bakers of   
chocolate desserts to sign up on the church website.  
Baked goods should be dropped off  (downstairs on the 
stainless steel carts by the church office) on Saturday, 
February 10 between 11:00am-1:00pm and Sunday morning February 11.    
Please make a note if your dessert contains any kind of nut, for those who may be 
allergic.  Desserts should be brought on disposable plates.   
Contact Deena Sherman for more information. 

 
 
 
 
 

February is  
Early Bird Preschool  

Registration for 
NECC  

families!   
Registration forms 

are available outside 
the Church School 

doors.   
You may turn in 
forms, meet the  

Director, and  
visit the preschool  

on  
Sunday, February 25 

after the  
10:00 am service. 

Mardi Gras Sunday 

 
Harry Munro 
22051 N. Prairie Rd. 
Lincolnshire, IL. 
60069 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?q=pictures+of+chocolate&id=0F3F4E6D5EC71B97835C0574050D86FFE7ED5A15&FORM=IQFRBA
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Several people have asked recently if there’s anyone 
in the church who needs a good (television, sofa,    
table, etc.)  And others have asked if there’s a plumber 
or handyman in the church for a project.   
 
We’re considering a publication at the church that 
would allow the congregation to post articles they are 
interested in selling as well as a venue for advertising 
your business to the congregation. 
If you have something to sell or give away, or you have a business you would 
like for the congregation to know about, please email Shelley with the            
information. 
 
This will be circulated only among the congregation.  The church will not     
endorse any of the businesses or products;  all transactions are solely at the risk 
of those selling and buying.   

 
 
The Memorial Garden of the Saints, established in 2003,  
is a memorial garden for the interment of cremated remains 
in a serene setting that offers a place for respite and            
remembering. Located on the southeast side of the church 
building, on Chestnut Street, it is a place to remember loved 
ones who have been a part of the life of the church. 
 
Members of the committee for The Memorial Garden of the 
Saints met recently and updated the policy. The following 
changes were approved by the church Cabinet. 

Subscribers may now place their names on the Memorial Plaque located  
at the back of the Sanctuary in advance of being deceased.  After the  
agreement has been signed and the required donation made,  
subscribers may request the plaque be updated to include their names. 
The donation for perpetual care of the Garden has increased to $150.  
This is a one-time gift.  
 

A brochure about the Garden is available in the display outside the church    
office. Please feel free to call or stop by with any questions or to learn more.  

M E M O R I A L  G A R D E N  UP DA T E   
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Education Ministries:  Audra Darché 

5th & 6th Grade Education:  Kathy Kokkinos 

7th & 8th Grade Education:  Desiree Guzman 

9th—12th Grade Education:  Lesley Myers  

Chancel Choir Director:  Jon Warfel 

Children’s Choir Director:  AnDréa James 

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator:  Scott Voris  

Moderator-elect:  Brian Kleemann 

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Judy Lopez 

O U R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  OF F I C E R S  

Joys & Concerns 

 
 
Hospitalized:  
Joann Patton, Olive Poliks, Ruby Deason,  Martha McWethy,  
Helen Rangel. 
 
Deaths: 
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of   
Mildred West. 


