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MUSINGS
The first Sunday in May has been Confirmation Sunday at NECC for many years. This
year we have 9 youth who will confirm their baptism and their ongoing faith journey.
I’m excited about the new direction our confirmation program is taking, and in advance
of May 6, I want to share with you some of the changes that have taken place this year.
It has been my privilege to spend time these past months with Desiree Guzman, the
Confirmation Coordinator, and Audra Darché, our Director of Education Ministries,
rethinking the purpose and program of Confirmation. Our conversation has been
guided by a desire to reshape the confirmation process so it engages our youth in their
exploration of what it means to be a person of faith.
One of the first changes we are implementing this year is to ask our confirmands to express their faith journey
in some sort of tangible way that is uniquely their own. This replaces the previous ‘faith statements,’ allowing
for personal creativity in expressing themselves. This is much more in keeping with the way New England
Church functions rather than requiring doctrinal statements of belief. It has been well-received by this year’s
group; some are using visual arts, some music, some words, and some multi-media. These will be on display in
Friendship Hall at the Coffee Fellowship reception following the service. I think you will be delighted by what
you see.
The second significant concept we wanted to reframe is for our youth to envision Confirmation as the beginning
of a new adventure in one’s faith journey rather than the end of going to church. This year’s group is engaged in
a joint activity with members of the high school group, and at the Fall Festival in September, these new 9 th
graders will receive their adult name badges as they continue their faith journey as high schoolers. A social
event is planned to welcome them into the senior high fellowship this autumn.
Each year I lead a tour of the Art Institute of Chicago, exploring some of the major works of art—religious and
secular—to understand the importance of self-expression. We talked about various concepts the artist was
trying to communicate without using words. Then Desiree asked each of the youth to take a “selfie” with one
of the pictures that was especially meaningful to them. This activity served as example of what they might do
to express their faith in some tangible way on this Confirmation Sunday. Please join them in Friendship Hall
for some cake and a chance to see their individual projects.
We hope you’ll join us for worship at 10:00 am on May 6 for this special day in the life of our church. While the
confirmation ceremony will be a brief part of the service, the entire service will be designed to encourage
them—and all of us—in our evolving faith.
We hope the newly-designed Confirmation program will be one that will encourage them to stay connected to
the church for of the important role it plays in life.
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'CONVERSATIONS

WITH

G A RY '

Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora for conversations on
the subjects you wish to discuss.
Everyone buys their own food and drink.
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:
Monday, May 7
Tuesday, May 15
Wednesday, May 23
Thursday, May 31

A N I N T E R FA I T H J O U R N E Y
Israel-An Interfaith Trip with Temple B’nai
Israel and New England Church-February 20March 2, 2019. Join Rabbi Ed Friedman, Rev.
Gary McCann, and the communities of our two
congregations as we explore the country of Israel,
visiting religious and historical sites and
engaging in conversation with military experts,
peace activists, and citizens of this 70 year old country. We will visit museums,
biblical sites, experience home hospitality, and feel the vibrancy of the old and
new as it is mixed together in the modern country of Israel. If you are interested
or need more information, please contact gary@newenglandchurch.org.

DONATIONS

TO

M U T UA L G R O U N D

Mutual Ground is one of the largest and oldest domestic
violence/sexual assault agencies in the state of Illinois.
In a given year, Mutual Ground provides services to
about 1,500 survivors of domestic violence and sexual
assault. NECC has supported Mutual Ground for many
years by inviting members to make a once a year donation
to the organization. We will be collecting donations for
Mutual Ground on every Sunday in May with the last collection date being
Sunday, May 27. Beginning May 6, please stop by the Marketplace for a full list
of items currently in need. Some quick suggestions include bath and hand
towels, shower curtains and liners, small garbage cans for bedrooms, new flip
flops in all sizes, and paper towels. And they will know we are Christians by our love.
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O U R H I S T O R Y P R E S E RV E D
The 2013 historic video of our church has been viewed over 1,000 times on
the internet! It can be accessed on our website under: Who We Are –
History Video & Ministers (1858-2015).
The video and the biographies of all of our ministers were written by church
member Sharon Stredde, who based her work on Gary McCann’s book,
Through These Doors. The Community Foundation of the Fox River Valley
and the Dunham Fund provided financial support for the video.
Whether you are new to the church or a longtime member, please take time to
access these three important resources that capture the essence of our
amazing 160 years of service.
In addition, please share the link with others who may benefit from learning
more about our church and its role within the Aurora community.

Daniel Fauth
1447 NE Hillside
Terrace, Apt. 102
North Kansas City,
MO 64116

WOMEN’S CIRCLE

OF

FRIENDS

“April Showers (snow) bring May flowers”; after our
cold start to spring, all women of cur church are
invited to Josie Starke’s house for breakfast on
Saturday, May 12 at 9:30 am. We will enjoy her spring
gardens and share some gardening tips. Please bring a
dish to share. This will be our last Women’s Circle of
Friends meeting until September, so mark the date on
your calendar! Please sign up on your home computer on the NECC website, or
in the church office.

Lee Marr
1200 Sugar Tree Ct.
Chatham, IL. 62629
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CHILDREN’S MUSICAL
This year, after a hiatus last year as I transitioned into
the role of Children’s Choir Director, we will be
resuming the tradition of a children’s musical! But this
time, we are involving all of our Church School children!
I have been working with different groups of children
most Sundays since the beginning of the school year and
all our hard-work will culminate on May 20 during our regular 10:00am service as
we share with you a musical called In The Image, by Mark Burrows. In this show, we
sing about the creation story and work through how we are all creative human
beings and what we can do to celebrate God’s creation. Don’t miss this meaningful
and humorous story! Come support the children of NECC!
AnDréa James

BOOK COLLECTION
At the end of each school year, the staff of Greenman
School provide at least one book for each of their students
to take home to read over the summer. NECC would like to
help our neighbor in this important project. We are asking
for donations of new or gently used books for grades K-5 to
be delivered to the church by Sunday, May 13. Please place
the books in marked boxes in the church office. If you have
any questions please contact Nancy Garbe at 630-892-4724.
And they will know we are Christians by our love.

The current worship schedule will remain in place during
the summer months.
The church office hours will be from 9:00 am-1:00 pm
beginning Tuesday, May 29 through Friday, August 31.
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M E N TA L H E A L T H M O N T H
What better way to observe May as Mental Health
month than to take advantage of s significant conference
right in our area. On May 4, Downers Grove, The UCC
Mental Health Network will hold an informational
workshop. You will enjoy hearing Dr. Sarah Griffith Lund
speak on the power of personal story to counter stigma –
another example being Mariah Carey with her recent disclosure of her battle
with bi-polar disease. Bob Dell will attend and he would be glad to answer
questions and have company.

FILM SERIES
May 11: A Man Called Ove (2015)
Ove, an ill-tempered, isolated retiree who spends his days
enforcing block association rules and visiting his wife’s
grave, has finally given up on life just as an unlikely
friendship develops with his boisterous new neighbors.
Presenter: John Ruby.

BOOKS OF NOTE
Books of Note is reading Learning to Walk in the Dark
by the best-selling author Barbara Brown Taylor. This
book was featured on the cover of Time magazine in April
2014 and is described as, "another thoughtful book in
which Taylor encourages us to turn out the lights and
embrace the spiritual darkness, for it is in the dark, she
maintains, that one can truly see." Please join us on
Tuesday, May 15 at 7:00pm in the parlor. If you have any suggestions for summer
reading, we would invite you to join us for this last meeting before we take our
summer hiatus. New participants are always welcome to join us, whether you've
read the book or not. We hope to see you there for lively conversation and
fellowship.

Volunteer to work
at the Aurora Area
Interfaith Food
Pantry NECC sends
volunteers to work in
the warehouse and/
or to restock shelves
every 2nd and 3rd
Monday of the
month from
3:00-4:00 pm.
The location is
110 Jericho Road,
Aurora. Thank you!

Visit us on the web
at
www.newenglandchurch.org

Joys & Concerns
Hospitalized:
Matt Pendell, Helen Rangel, John Ditzler, Jim Carson,
John Williams.
Deaths:
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
Barbara Carlin, Rich Soltis and Susan Kachavos.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”

New England Congregational
Church-UCC
406 W. Galena Blvd. Aurora, IL. 60506
Phone: 630.897.8721
Fax: 630.897.8744
Email:office@newenglandchurch.org
A Caring Church for Thinking People

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
Senior Minister: Gary L. McCann
Assistant Minister: Joe Dunham
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Preschool Director: Jacquie May
Director of Education Ministries: Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Chancel Choir Director: Jon Warfel
Children’s Choir Director: AnDréa James
Organists/Pianists: Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Ann Eifler
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Scott Voris
Moderator-elect: Brian Kleemann
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Judy Lopez

