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T I D I N G S  

Our New England Church representatives at the Illinois Conference Annual Meeting in June at Elmhurst  
College were Nancy & Fred Krauss.  Here is Fred’s report:  
 
The 2018 Celebration of the Illinois Conference was held at Elmhurst College* over Friday and Saturday of 
June 8th and 9th.  The theme for this year was “Love in Action, Life as Neighbors.”  Nancy and I attended as           
delegates of New England Congregational United Church of Christ and represented the congregation in what 
was an exciting, inspiring and progressive celebration of who we are in the Christian family of faith.  Our      
denomination has always been on the forefront of the peace and justice issues that continue to be a part of our 
local identity here in Aurora.  That tradition continued as we went about the business of the church and passed 
three very critical resolutions that speak to the world in which we live. 
 
The first of the resolutions spoke to the issue of immigrants seeking entry and asylum at our southern border 
and the current administration’s policy of zero tolerance, resulting in the immediate separation of children 
from their families on entry to the United States.  Titled “The Protection of Immigrant Children And Their 
Families”, it resolved to advocate for the immediate end of the practice of separating minor children from their 
parents, and that those already separated should be quickly reunited with them. 
 
A second resolution called for Congressional Hearings on Violence in America, requesting that the 32nd General 
Synod of the United Church of Christ call upon Congress to conduct formal hearings to discover systemic and 
proximate causes of civilian violence in America. 
 
The third resolution called for the United States to abolish the growth and existence of private prisons.  The 
United States has the highest rate of incarceration in the world with African Americans, Latinos, Latinas, and 
indigenous people being disproportionately incarcerated in the United States.  
 
There was much more to our time together than simply passing  resolutions that brought excitement to the 
Conference Celebration.  There were stimulating “Energizers” (small group sessions) providing opportunities 
for discussion and learning around various topics. The election of new officers for our Illinois Conference, and 
plenty of time for friendly conversations with both old and new friends.  There were exciting and meaningful 
times of worship and Friday’s events concluded with a celebrative banquet for the gathered community.  We’ve 
started the process of searching for a new Conference Minister following the retirement of Jorge Morales, and 
the mantle of Conference President was passed on to Rev. Kim Wood of the Prairie Association.  In the display 
area were several booths sponsored by various ministries of the United Church of Christ.     
 
*Elmhurst College (Elmhurst, Illinois) is one of twenty-eight campuses related to the United Church of Christ and one of eighteen 
that have affirmed the purposes of the United Church of Christ Council for Higher Education by official action and are full        
members of the Council.   Elmhurst began as a pre-seminary campus of the Evangelical Church, a predecessor denomination to the 
UCC, whose purpose was to prepare students for admission into Eden Seminary (Webster Groves, Missouri) and full time ordained 
ministry.  
 
Submitted by Rev. Fred R. Krauss, UCC, retired 
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Education Ministries:  Audra Darché 

5th & 6th Grade Education:  Kathy Kokkinos 

7th & 8th Grade Education:  Desiree Guzman 

9th—12th Grade Education:  Lesley Myers  

Chancel Choir Director:  Jon Warfel 

Children’s Choir Director:  AnDréa James 

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Director of Community Life:  Ann Eifler 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator:  Scott Voris  

Moderator-elect:  Brian Kleemann 

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Judy Lopez 

 

 

O U R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  OF F I C E R S  

Joys & Concerns 

 
Hospitalized:   
John Hett, John Williams 
 
Deaths:  
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of 
Peg Steinhebel and Helen Rangel. 

Over the past 4 years, New 
England Church’s Mission 
Board has partnered with 
Greenman Elementary School to 
provide mentors, holiday gifts, 
shoes, and more to children and 
families who attend this school.  
Recently, the West Aurora 
School Board acknowledged this 
amazing partnership and  
awarded New England Church a 
certificate for being a committed 
partner and supporter of          
District 129 and the Aurora 
Community.  Our own Val 
Flechtner, chair of our Mission 
Board has taken the lead in  
making this partnership a      
success and we want to also  
recognize you for all of your   
efforts.  As mentioned in the 
Beacon News in June, although 
our church provides many             
tangible ways to support  
Greenman, it is the relationship 
that our church has established 
with the children and staff that 
truly makes a difference.       
Congratulations to New        
England’s Mission Board for its 
partnership with Greenman  
Elementary School.  Your       
dedication and hard work has 
not gone unnoticed!  


