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MU SI N GS  

November  1 ,  2018   

T I D I N G S  

As the autumn season comes upon us, and we look forward to setting our clocks ahead 
one hour in November, it is the season of our annual stewardship campaign at New  
England Church. 
 
There is good news as we enter our campaign for 2019.  We began 2018 with a balanced 
budget and in 2017 our income was greater than our expenditures.  This provides a 
strong foundation for the coming year as we continue our ministry as “a caring church 
for thinking people.”  Thanks to all who have given so generously to allow us to continue 
our ministry with a strong budget and prayerful support of the congregation.   
 
However, we cannot rest on our laurels.  Our thank you to one another must also be   
followed by our encouraging one another to continue this same pattern of generous    
giving in order to go into 2019 with a strong financial foundation.   
 
Our Education Ministry, our Outreach Ministry, and our Music Ministry continue to be inspiring.               
New members have joined our church family this year, and while we are operating without a second             
clergyperson, our programs are strong.  Thanks to Joe Dunham and Martin Forward for their continued 
preaching ministry.  All of our boards have been good stewards of their financial resources, staying under  
budget while offering high-end programs that engage and challenge us.   
 
By the time you receive this, you will have heard from three of our families’ faith journeys, why they chose to 
join New England Church, and why they continue to support our ministry. These stories remind us why we 
support this church.  You will have also received your stewardship booklet that shares the dreams of our       
various boards for future ministry.   
 
Thanks for carefully, prayerfully, and generously offering your pledge for the coming year.  And while some of 
you give financially to the church but don’t pledge, I would encourage you to consider making a “good-faith 
pledge” so we can more accurately create a helpful budget for the coming year.   
 
It’s also very helpful, and cost-effective, if you will contribute by automatic deduction from your checking or 
savings account.  This saves the 3% fees we must pay for credit card charges while also creating a steady        
income throughout the year.  However, any way you choose to give will be greatly appreciated.   
 
Remember that we are entirely dependent on the voluntary financial contributions of the congregation to   
support our budget.  We have no reserves that provide budget support.   
 
Please join Judy and I as we make our pledge to support the church for another year of exciting and challenging 
ministry.   In anticipation of your generous support, I thank you. 
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An opportunity for exercise and fresh air! We need families, friends or  
individuals to walk the church campus collecting the litter that accumulates in 
the bushes and along the fence lines.  Do you have an hour once every month or 
two to help?  Sign up in the church office or from the website home page via the 
orange "Signup Station" button.  You will find the activity 
listed for every Friday but you may do the work whenever 
you can in advance of Sunday services. Bring a bag to      
collect what you find and place it in the dumpsters at the 
west end of the parking lot. Questions to Jan Mamminga -
jrmamminga@yahoo.com.  
Thank you to our initial "Litter Clean-up" volunteers:    
Jerry Roesner, Judy O'Brien, Nancy Hopp, John Roesch. 

 
                                                                                        
Please mark your calendars for Sunday,              
November 18 or 25 so we can take your picture and 
collect any new contact information.                         
No need to sign-up and it’s a quick and easy           
process.  Todd will be taking photos in Friendship 
Hall (3rd floor off the elevator) from 9:00 - 9:45 am 
and 11:00 -11:45 am on those days.                                   

If you aren’t available to have your picture taken this time but have new contact 
information or would like to submit a photo, please email Shelley in the church 
office at shelley@newenglandchurch.org or call 630.897.8721.   

 

P I C TO R I A L  D I R E C TO RY  U P DA T E  

 
 
 
 
On Sunday, November 4 at both the 8:30 and  
10:00 am services, we will remember those of our 
church family who have gone before us, calling special  
attention to those who have died within the past year. 

mailto:shelley@newenglandchurch.org
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Stewardship: We Need Your Support 

 
Stewardship Sunday is November 4.   
We ask that you review our Stewardship Booklet,  
A Bridge to the Future, and bring your financial and 
service pledge page to church with you on Stewardship 
Sunday.   
If you are unable to attend service that day, we ask that 
you turn in your pledge page to the church office at your 
earliest convenience. 
Members and friends of New England have responded  

positively to our church needs over the years.  We request that you carefully and 
prayerfully consider your support of the church.  
If possible, we ask that you consider an increased contribution to New England 
in 2019.  Your positive response will sustain both our current and future church 
programs. 

F I L M  S E R I E S  

 
                                                                                                              

NOVEMBER 9: The Miracle Worker (1962) 
The story of Annie Sullivan’s struggle to teach the blind and 
deaf Helen Keller how to communicate features Oscar       
winners Anne Bancroft and Patty Duke.                                  
Presenter: Brian Kleemann 

 
 
 

Looking Ahead:   
Our annual  

Hanging of the Greens Service 
will be  

December 2 
at the 10:00 am service. 



 
 
NECC Men’s Fellowship will ring bells for the Salvation 
Army once again (a 19 year tradition!) this Christmas          
season.  Please save the date of Monday, December 3,  
from 5:00 to 7:00pm. Sign up includes one or two hour time 
slots. There will be a sign up sheet in the church office  
beginning November 4.  Bells, buckets, and aprons will be at 
the collection locations.  

Jerry Roesner will give you your assigned location on Sunday, December 2.  
If you are unable to be at the church that Sunday, please call Jerry (630.892.1904) 
to obtain your location assignment.   
In keeping with past tradition, we again assure moderate weather and a delicious 
meal and other nourishment will follow at the home of Jim and Jan Mamminga 
1636 W. Downer Pl., Aurora.  If you are not able to ring, we invite you,  
nonetheless, to join us for dinner and enjoy the fellowship of the giving season. 
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Volunteer to work at the Aurora Area Interfaith Food 
Pantry! 
NECC sends volunteers to work in the warehouse and/or 
to restock shelves every 2nd and 3rd Monday of the month 
from 3:00-4:00 pm. The location is 110 Jericho Road,  
Aurora.  Thank you! 

 
 
 

Our annual Pianorama is Sunday, November 18  
at 10:00 am.  This year we have 14 pianists 
playing on 7 pianos.  We hope you will join us  
for a Sunday of making music and giving thanks. 
 
 

Men’s Group to Ring Bells for Salvation Army 
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Annual Cookie Walk 

              
The Cookie Walk cookie sale will take place in Friendship 
Hall on Sunday, December 2 immediately following the 
Hanging of the Greens worship service. Buy your homemade 
Christmas cookies for your holiday parties, gift boxes, or just to 
have around the house while you wrap presents.                     

BAKERS NEEDED, if you are able to bake cookies for the 
event, please sign up in the Marketplace on Sunday mornings 
November 11,18, & 25 or use our Sign-Up kiosks in the church office or on your own 
device. Proceeds go to support our Senior High Youth program. 

"T H E R E ’ S  N O  P L A C E  L I K E  HO M E" 

 
 

 
The Neighbor Project (formerly Emmanuel 
House) and The Paramount Theatre are  
teaming up for an exclusive and 
memorable Holiday Family Experience that 
combines the theme of The Paramount’s  
upcoming Holiday show, The Wizard of Oz, 
with the Mission of The Neighbor Project to 
highlight the importance of “home,” and to 
help lower-income families realize the dream 
of owning their own home. 

This special ticket package includes a ticket to the 5:30 pm show on Sunday,  
December 30 as well as to a VIP post-show dinner and dessert reception across the 
street at The Meyer Ballroom that includes appearances and photo-ops with several of 
the Actors from the show! 
Tickets for the show and VIP reception—which are not available to the General  
Public—are only $75 and benefit both The Paramount and The Neighbor Project. 
While the purchase of these tickets is not tax-deductible, donations are being  
accepted for anyone wishing to sponsor a ticket for a child or family member—who 
might not otherwise be able to see a Broadway show—for one of the families currently 
saving for Homeownership through The Neighbor Project’s program. 
Tickets will go on sale in the Marketplace in early December. 
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IT’S WINTER DINNER TIME AGAIN! 

 
Sign Ups Begin November 4 

 
As the weather turns cooler, think about the warmth and fellowship of the NECC Winter  
Dinners that are coming up in January, February and March.  These are delightful occasions to 
renew old friendships and get acquainted with other NECC folks you may not have known  
before, all while you relax and enjoy a delicious meal in a comfortable home.   
 
Here’s how it works: 
 

Sign up during November to come to one, two or all three dinners.  We will be in the 
Marketplace at church every Sunday between services and after the 10:00 am service.  
You do not have to commit to specific dates; just tell us which months you can come.  
Couples and singles are equally welcome.  

 
You will be randomly assigned to a group of 8 – 10 people in each month you want to 

participate.   There will be as many groups as are needed to accommodate everyone.     
 
The volunteer host of your group will contact you to set up a date for your dinner that 

works for everyone. 
 
There is no requirement to host a dinner if you don’t want to.  All you have to do is bring 

a dish to share for each one you attend. 
 
We would also welcome help from anyone who would like to work with us to organize these 
dinners.  We especially need someone with better computer skills than ours who can create a 
program to help with the creation of the groups and perform a few other technical tasks.   
Our contact information is in the church directory.  Thank you! 
 
So plan to stop by our table in the Marketplace during November.  We’ll be glad to answer your 
questions and sign you up.  Hope to see you! 
      
 
            Barbara King and Mary Jane Ditzler 
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Mayor Richard Irvin visited New England Preschool.  He read to the students as we participated in the   

annual Read for the Record.  We all enjoyed listening to and talking with him.  He also toured our preschool 

and congratulated us on our 70th anniversary. 

New England Preschool 



Inquirer’s Meetings for those interested in learning more about New  
England Church will be held on the following Sundays at 11:15 am in the third 
floor Chapel. November 11 *  January 13 
This PowerPoint presentation will give you a thumbnail sketch of our history, 
our program, our mission, and our future.  It will also give you a chance to ask 
questions. If you are interested in attending, let Gary or Kimberly Adams know.  
And if you need child care during that time, please indicate that so we can       
provide nursery care. 

Building Tours will be offered on the following  
Sundays at 11:15 am.  November 18 * January 20 
Gary will take you around our three buildings          
explaining a bit of New England Church history, some 
of the artwork around the church, and point out some 
of the important and functional features of our      
buildings.   
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Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora 
for conversations on the subjects you wish to discuss.  
Everyone buys their own food and drink.  
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:   
Monday, November 5 
Tuesday, November 13 
Wednesday, November 21 
Thursday, November 29 

Inquirer’s Meeting & Building Tour 

 

POINSETTIAS 

ORDER DEADLINE:  November 18, 2018 

I would like to order ______ poinsettias through the church to be used as a chancel decoration during the Christmas 

holidays. At $15.00 each, I enclose my check or cash for $_________. I will leave my poinsettia until after the              

December 24 worship service.  PLEASE PRINT 

 

To Remember: _________________________________________________ 

 

Signed________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Joe & Lindsey Arko 
2224 N. Leavitt St. 
Apt. 1R 
Chicago, IL 60647   
 
 
Rick & Audra 
1523 Parkfield Ct. 
Naperville, IL. 60543 
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Women’s Circle of  Friends 

 
Women’s Circle of Friends will be trying out a new  
Aurora downtown restaurant on Saturday, November 10 
at 10:00 am. Calla Lily is located at 83 S. LaSalle St. Park 
across the street or meet at the church at 9:30 am and we 
can carpool. This Victorian tea room has their menu online,  
plus serves daily quiches. We made reservations for 18,  

so sign up online or in the church office. Please note that we are meeting for brunch at 
10:00 am, rather than our usual time. 

Books Of  Note 

 
Books of Note will be meeting on Tuesday, November 13 at 
7:00 pm in the parlor to discuss Little Fires Everywhere by Celeste 
Ng. This bestseller is described as "a contemporary novel about 
a seemingly-perfect family in Shaker Heights, OH, whose lives 
are turned upside down by a custody battle which divides the 
town." Please join us for lively discussion and fellowship. New 
members are always welcome, whether you have read the book 
or not. Hope to see you there! 

 
 
This year we will be distributing gifts to students in two 
schools:  the Greenman School and the Dieterich 
School.  The Christmas Angels will be hung on the tree in 
the Marketplace on November 18 & 25.  We ask that you 
wrap and label your gift (for the angel you selected) and  
deliver these gifts to the Marketplace area no later than  

December 9, so that we can deliver them to the schools on December 14.   
Consider selecting an angel this holiday season; sign up in the Marketplace to buy a 
Christmas surprise for a child that may be less fortunate than most.     
...and they will know we are Christians by our love. 

Angel Tree 

 
Don’t forget to 

turn your clocks 
back the night  

of  
Saturday,  

November 3! 
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Assistant to the Minister:  Martin Forward 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Education Ministries:  Audra Darché 

5th & 6th Grade Education:  Kathy Kokkinos 

7th & 8th Grade Education:  Desiree Guzman 

9th—12th Grade Education:  Lesley Myers  

Chancel Choir Director:  Jon Warfel 

Children’s Choir Director:  AnDréa James 

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Director of Community Life:  Kimberly Adams 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator:  Scott Voris  

Moderator-elect:  Brian Kleemann 

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Judy Lopez 

O U R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  OF F I C E R S  

Joys & Concerns 
 
 
 
 
Hospitalized:  
Kim Peterson, Judy McCann, Bob Bergman, Bonnie Hardin, 
Bob Dell. 
 


