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T I D I N G S  

 

M U S I N G S  
The Advent and Christmas season is upon us and with it comes the mad rush of shopping,            
entertaining, traveling, and otherwise busy preparations, all of these delightful in their own way 
but each adding to the busyness of the season.  Each year it seems to get busier and more hectic.   
 
However, for people of faith, this is a season of joy and peace amid the hectic activities that          
inevitably accompany it.  Advent is a time of preparation and as such is a mindset as well as an    
activity.  We can’t escape the holiday hubbub as much as we might like to, but we can be mindful 
as we enter into the activities of the season.   
 
As we shop, we can be mindful of the people we are shopping for rather than just quickly getting it 
done to avoid the crowds.  Think about the person for whom you are buying a gift; imagine how 
they will use—or perhaps re-gift—the gift you are buying for them even as you hold it in your hand.  
As you shop, be mindful of the people around you in the store, and if the clerks seem a bit stressed 
out and snippy, stop to think of the ungrateful masses they must attend to each day.  And give 
thanks that these clerks are willing to work to aid us in our own preparations.   
 
At the grocery story, imagine the people who will be sitting around your table, talking, telling stories, reliving past      
Christmases, and enjoying one another’s company.  Buying food for that event is more than just grabbing the necessary     
ingredients; it can be an opportunity long before the meal is prepared and eaten to give thanks for the food we can afford to 
buy.  As you shop, give thanks for all of the people whose time has been invested in bringing us the turkey, the bread, the 
cranberries, the pumpkins, and the wine.  Many people along the way have given time to make sure this food is available for 
us to purchase.  And don’t forget to offer a smile and a friendly ‘Hi, how are you today?’ to the clerk behind the counter; they 
will appreciate your gesture of kindness. 
 
As we prepare the food, it can be an exercise in mindful living to consider each of the people who will sit around the table, 
what they mean to us, what prayers and support they may need, and what encouragement the family meal will be to them.   
 
Give thanks throughout the season for family and friends with whom you will spend your time in celebration and gathering.  
Give thanks for the warm home in which you can gather, for another year with loved ones, or the memories of those who 
have gone on before us since the last year’s holiday.   
 
Such mindful activity doesn’t remove us from the hustle and bustle; we still have to battle the crowds and the traffic.         
But mindfulness can help us reframe the holiday so that each activity in preparation and experience can bring us joy and 
peace in the midst of the busy season.   
 
Blessings for a mindful, meaningful Advent and Christmas season.   
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DO  Y O U  KN OW  A B O U T  C A L L I N G  211?  

2-1-1 is for times of non-emergency crisis as well as for    
everyday needs. The 2-1-1 call specialists are available to help 
individuals locate health and human service assistance, on    
everything from mortgage assistance, EITC tax help and food 
and shelter, to job counseling services and health resources.      
2-1-1 is an easy to remember telephone number that connects 
people with important community services, such as: 

Basic Human Needs:  such as food, shelter, rent and utility assistance 
Physical and Mental Health Resources:  such as health insurance programs, 
Medicaid and Medicare, medical information lines, crisis intervention services 
Employment Supports:  such as job training, transportation assistance,  
education programs 
Support for Older Americans and Persons with Disabilities:  such as adult 
day care, respite care, home health care, independent living programs 
Support for Children, Youth and Families:  such as after school programs, 
family resource centers, mentoring, tutoring, protective services 

Books of Note is reading The Day the World Came to Town,    
9/11 in Gander, Newfoundland, a non-fiction selection by Jim 
DeFede. According to Amazon reviews this book                  
recounts..."the inspiring story of the residents of Gander, 
Newfoundland, whose acts of kindness have touched the 
lives of thousands of people and been an example of           
humanity and goodwill"  following the attacks on September 11, 2001 when U.S. 
airspace was closed and 38 planes were forced to land in Canada. We will be 
meeting on Tuesday,  December 18 at 7:00 pm in the parlor. We hope to see you 
there to join our discussion and fellowship.  

B O O K S  O F  N OT E  

 

Volunteer to work 
at the Aurora Area  

Interfaith Food 
Pantry—NECC 

sends  volunteers to 
work in the  

warehouse and/or to 
restock shelves every 

2nd and 3rd  
Monday of the 

month from  
3:00-4:00pm.                     

The location is  
110 Jericho Road, 

Aurora.    
Thank you! 

F R A N C E  A N YO N E ?  

 
A meeting to discuss the details of the Viking 
river cruise on September 18-26, 2020 in France 
will be held at the church on Sunday, January 13 
at 2:00 pm.  You will have a chance to explore the 
itinerary and ask questions about the trip.  There 
will be more information at this meeting about the 

possible pre-trip to the prehistoric ice-age cave paintings at Lascaux and a 
visit to the WW II Normandy Beaches of France.  Everyone is welcome to  
attend without obligation to go on the trip.  Brochures about the trip are in the 
rack outside the church office. 

The church office 
will be closed  

December 24, 25, 31 &     
January 1 for the 
Christmas and  

New Year’s holidays.  
There will be limited 

office hours from  
9:00 am-noon on    
December 26, 27  

& 28.   
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Your Stewardship Board is trying to          
complete the campaign to raise money for 
next year’s ministry, and we ask that those 
of you who haven’t sent in your pledge to 
please do so as soon as possible.  The Finance 
Board is eagerly awaiting the preparation of the 
budget for next year but can’t create a budget 
until we know how much money is being 
pledged.  Thank you.  

S A LVA T I O N  A R M Y  B E L L  R I N G I N G  

 
NECC Men’s Fellowship will ring bells for the Salvation 
Army this Christmas season on Monday, December 3  from  
5:00-7:00 pm.  You can still sign up on Sunday, December 2 
in the church parlor. This year’s sign up includes one hour 
time slots. We still have several locations that need     
ringers. Bells, buckets, and aprons will now be at the ringing          
locations.  Location assignments will be made in the Church 
parlor today after both services.  A delicious dinner will be served at Jim & Jan 
Mamminga’s home, 1636 W. Downer in Aurora after the bell ringing. The dinner 
is open to ringers and non-ringers alike. Come join the men of the church in this 
season of giving. 

 
Here is a picture of our first homeowner “graduates” 
from the New England Church/Neighbor Project (f.k.a. 
Emmanuel House) partnership, less than two years 
since the project began in January 2017.   
Two brothers—Tito and Enzo Garrido—recently       
emigrated from Cuba and are working factory jobs.   
So they almost certainly wouldn’t have had this           
opportunity without this program and our partners. 
The house they bought is less than a mile from church 
on California so they are still “neighbors” in the broad 
sense!  

Carols Around the 
World is the       
Christmas program 
Marilyn Parolini will 
be presenting to 
Women’s Circle of 
Friends on Saturday, 
December 8 at 9:30 am 
in Friendship Hall.     
All women of the 
church are invited to 
join us for a potluck 
breakfast and then join 
Marilyn in singing and 
learning about some of 
our favorite carols. 
Please sign up on the 
NECC website at 
home or in the church 
office. Invite a friend 
for breakfast and then 
“travel” around the 
world with Marilyn. 
 

DECEMBER 14:  
The Adventures of 

Tintin (2011) 
Intrepid news  

reporter Tintin and 
his dog Snowy  
connect with  

Captain Haddock and 
set off on a treasure 

hunt for a sunken ship  
commanded by  

Haddock’s ancestor.  

NECC/N E I G H B O R  P RO J E C T  
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In the spirit of giving, we will have a Mitten Tree again this 
year.  We invite families to donate new, unused mitten and gloves 
to be given to local children and adults who are in need this    
winter. There is a tree located outside the church office to hang 
your donations on throughout the month of December. This is a 
great way for our families to give back to the community this   
holiday season.  Thank you for your support. 
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5:00 pm Family Service 
 11:00 pm Service of Readings and Carols 

Candle Lighting Ceremony at both evening services. 

Mitten Tree Donations 

       C H R I S T M A S  E V E  S E RV I C E S  

'Conversations with Gary' 

 
Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora 
for conversations on the subjects you wish to discuss.  
Everyone buys their own food and drink.  
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:  
Monday, December 3 
Tuesday, December 11 
Wednesday, December 19 
These will be the only dates for the month of December. 

 
Annual reports from 

board chairs are due in 
the church  

office by  
Friday, December 14. 

Please e-mail your  
report to  
Shelley 

@newenglandchurch. 
org.  

Thank you! 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Bart & Jodee Grometer 
1369 Ken Peddy Ct 
Batavia, IL 60510  

My Minister’s Discretionary Fund is low due to assistance for church  
families that I’ve been able to offer in a time of need.  This fund is used to 
help church members who have need of resources in a crisis and after  
helping several this past year, resources are low.  I’m soliciting funds for this 
account so I can continue to offer assistance on behalf of the church.   
Any contributions to this account will be appreciated; please mark your 
check or envelope Minister’s Discretionary Fund.  Thank you.            Gary 
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E V E RY  C H I L D  C H R I S T M A S  P A G E A N T  

 
The Every Child Christmas Pageant will again be part of 
our 5:00 pm Family Christmas Eve Service. Children may 
come to church dressed as elaborately or simply as they 
wish to portray one of the characters in the nativity story:       
shepherd, wise men, angel, Mary, Joseph or an animal at 
the manger. They will be invited to the front as the story          
unfolds. Any babies that wish to join us as the Christ Child 
may bring their parents up to the front. In this Christmas 
story there can be as many Marys and Josephs and        

shepherds as we have children, and in this story, baby Jesus can be a boy or a 
girl.  

 
The 33rd annual Hanging of the Greens worship      
service is Sunday, December 2 at 10:00 am.  This unique 
service appeals to eye, ear, heart, and soul as the        
congregation gathers to decorate the sanctuary as we 
sing carols and hear music by our chancel choir and bell 
choirs.  We hope you’ll join us, whether you wish to 
participate or just observe.   
 
 

HA N G I N G  O F  T H E  GR E E N S  

       
The money raised through the Christmas Fund  
Offering provides the primary revenue stream for the 
Ministerial Assistance programs of the UCC.  These    
programs of Annuity Supplementation, Health Benefits  
Supplementation, Emergency Grants and Christmas Gifts 
for low-income retirees are available to both the active 
and retired clergy and lay employees. We will collect this special offering on    
Sunday, December 9. 

T H E  C H R I S T M A S  F U N D  

 
The Cookie Walk 

cookie sale will take 

place in Friendship 

Hall on Sunday,  

December 2          

immediately        

following the   

Hanging of the 

Greens worship  

service.                

Buy your homemade 

Christmas cookies 

for your holiday   

parties, gift boxes, or 

just to have around 

the house while you 

wrap presents.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have our  
Pictorial Church  

Directory App yet?  
If not, here is the 

web address to let 
you know how to 
download to your 

devices.  
https://

www.instantchurch
directory.com/app/ 

 
All donations must be either postmarked or  
received in the church office by December 31  
in order to be credited as a 2018 donation.  
Please make every effort to complete your pledge before 
the year ends. Thank you. 

https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app/
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app/
https://www.instantchurchdirectory.com/app/
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Senior Minister:  Gary L. McCann 

Assistant Minister:  Joe Dunham 

Assistant to the Minister:  Martin Forward 

Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Preschool Director:  Jacquie May  

Director of Education Ministries:  Audra Darché 

5th & 6th Grade Education:  Kathy Kokkinos 

7th & 8th Grade Education:  Desiree Guzman 

9th—12th Grade Education:  Lesley Myers  

Chancel Choir Director:  Jon Warfel 

Children’s Choir Director:  AnDréa James 

Organists/Pianists:  Marilyn Parolini, Arlene Thurow 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 

Director of Community Life:  Kimberly Adams 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 

Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses, Susan Kleinwachter 

Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 

Moderator:  Scott Voris  

Moderator-elect:  Brian Kleemann 

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Judy Lopez 

  

      HAPPY HOLIDAY S!  

 
 
 
Hospitalized: 
Jim Hopp, Tracy Snicker, Terry Jones. 

J OY S  & C O N C E R N S  


