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MUSINGS
Another Christmas has come and gone and a new year begins. The world’s woes
weigh heavily upon our minds: the Russian collusion investigation; the economy; the
immigrants fleeing for their lives; California rebuilding after their holocaust; and our
own personal tragedies, both large and small.
The church year begins with the season of Epiphany, signaled by the appearance of
the magi in the Christmas story. These Persian astrologers who made their way to
Bethlehem by following the nighttime heavens herald the coming of God to all people
of the earth, not just those of a particular religious belief. They are messengers of
hope and peace as we begin a new year.
We can’t change the world, but we can be a catalyst for our little corner of it by
loving unconditionally those we meet in the coming year; by making someone else’s
day a bit brighter by a kind word, a gesture of encouragement, a thank you, or by
bearing gifts to others in their time of need.
Hope and peace are difficult to grasp in the midst of our tragedies, our losses, and our disappointments. The
new year, fast on the heels of Christmas, is time to act in a way keeping with what we long for the world to be;
a time to do and say things that would influence life toward the way God would have it be, not to brood about
or wallow in the way things are. It is a time to live fully in the present with eyes on the future. It’s a time to
convert our Christmas presents into New Year presence.
You may have heard, for example, the story of the Paradise, CA girls’ high school volleyball team losing
everything in a fire that destroyed the school. The members of their next opponent in an upcoming game from
Auburn, CA responded in ways that give us hope for the world. The opposing team bought new uniforms,
new shoes, pads, and other equipment, gave each girl a bag of cosmetics and a $300 gift card. And they gave
$10,000 to the Paradise High School for the team. Is that not a word of “fear not” amid a devastation, a
Christmas, as it were, at the midnight of the soul for the volleyball team? Can you just imagine how the lives
of those girls, on both teams, changed because of the ray of light shone from the candle of generosity?
We learn hope and peace by observing other courageous people who have overcome the fears that would
destroy them by acting in a way that stares down fear. May our new year be one of hope, of love, and peace,
offered unconditionally to the players in our own drama in the coming year. In that way, we can in some small
way keep the spirit of Christmas alive in the coming months.
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BOOKS

OF

NOTE

Books of Note is reading The Namesake, a novel written by
Pulitzer Prize winning author Jhumpa Lahiri. Plan to meet
with us on Tuesday, January 15 at 7:00 pm in the parlor. This
author's second novel introduces us to the character, Gogol,
described as a second-generation immigrant who can "never
quite find his place in the world." We invite you to join us for discussion and
fellowship, whether you have had a chance to read the book or not. Hope to see
you there!

At our annual meeting, we will introduce all those who have joined
the church this past year. If you are interested in joining with our
ministry, please contact Gary.

F RANCE A NYONE ?
A meeting to discuss the details of the Viking
river cruise on September 18-26, 2020 in France
will be held at the church on Sunday, January
13 at 2:00 pm. You will have a chance to explore
the itinerary and ask questions about the
trip. There will be more information at this
meeting about the possible pre-trip to the
prehistoric ice-age cave paintings at Lascaux and a visit to the WW II
Normandy Beaches of France. Everyone is welcome to attend without
obligation to go on the trip. Brochures about the trip are in the rack outside the
church office.
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Annual Meeting
Please mark your calendar and be sure to attend our
NECC Annual Meeting. The date is Sunday, January 27
following the second service. A catered lunch will be served in
Friendship Hall followed by our meeting.
This event offers New England family members a chance to assess
the activities of the past year and understand plans for the coming
year.

Can You Help?
We want to solicit help from the congregation in collecting the following:
·
Aluminum can pull tabs (from soda, beer, soup, tuna, etc)
Our youth collect these for Ronald McDonald House.
Put them in the collection basket on the shelf by the office.
·
Calendars of all kinds and sizes
These are given to those visiting the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry.
Collect calendars from businesses that are giving them away or any you
receive in the mail from agencies soliciting funds.
Leave these on the office table.
·
Greeting Cards for all occasions.
Bring in any extras you may have or any you receive in the mail
from agencies soliciting funds. We use these to send greetings to
those in the hospital or who have had a loss in their family.
Leave these on the office table.
Thank you!!

Women’s Fellowship
All women of the church are invited to play
Bunco on Saturday morning, January 12 in
Friendship Hall. We will begin with a shared
breakfast at 9:30 am, followed by Bunco, which is
an easy dice game that one can quickly learn!
This is a good time to meet other women from
NECC and have fun too! Please sign up on the
NECC website or in the church office on the computer or on the sign up sheet.
Women’s Circle of Friends meets on the 2nd Saturday of the month, so mark
your new 2019 calendars!
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FILM SERIES

JANUARY 11: Maudie (2016)
An arthritic Nova Scotia woman works as a housekeeper while
she hones her skills as an artist and eventually becomes a
beloved figure in the community. With Sally Hawkins and
Ethan Hawke. Presenter: Elaine Ross

Are you or anyone you know in our congregation
turning 100+ this year?
If so, please call the church office to let us know!
Thank you!

Christmas Angel Project Update

Thanks to all who participated in our Angel Tree
Program this year. We were able to provide gifts for
58 students from the Greenman and Dieterich
Schools. Special thanks to Rita Soltis,
Mike Imbrogno, and Sue Scheuerman for their help in
getting this project off the ground, and to
Judy McCann for her help in accepting and steering
the gifts in the right direction in the office. Thanks for another successful event.
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Church School Winter Jump
3rd Annual Winter Jump-All church school
children and youth (PreK-12th), and their
families (grandparents, too) are invited to our
upcoming winter jump! On Monday, January
21, Martin Luther King Day, when our
children are home from school, all church
school families are invited to Sky Zone
Trampoline Park- 87 Executive Drive, Aurora.
During this time, the children can run, play, jump, and simply have fun at a
steeply discounted rate.
Time: 10:00 AM-12:00 PM
Cost: $10.00 per child jumping
If you are interested in attending, please make sure to sign up on the form in the
church school hallway or contact Audra Darché.

Reminder:
The newsletter deadline for submitted articles is the 15th of every month.
The deadline for the weekly Sunday bulletin is the Monday preceding the
affected Sunday. Please have your announcements worded the way that you
want them to be and e-mail to shelley@newenglandchurch.org. Thank you!

'Conversations with Gary'

Join us at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora for
conversations on the subjects you wish to discuss.
Everyone buys their own food and drink.
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:
Tuesday, January 15 and Wednesday, January 23.
These will be the only dates in January.

A hearty
thank you to
Jan Mamminga
for volunteering
to be the
“poinsettia mom”
during the
Christmas
season,
keeping the
plants watered
during the week
so they
look great on
Sunday.
We appreciate
your good work.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”
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Joys & Concerns

Hospitalized:
Brian Carson, Tom Weisner
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