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MUSINGS
One of the greatest joys at New England Church is the wonderful music we enjoy week
after week, year after year. It always ranks at the top of the appreciation list, along with
the education program we have for our youth, here. Each year that we’ve engaged in long
-range planning over the past 25 years, the music program has always come out as one of
the main reasons people are here. And, of course, we value the musicians who provide
the music, from our staff of organists, our pianists, our choral and bell directors, as well
as the many volunteers who spend time rehearsing before bringing us their glorious
music on Sunday.
We have been blessed beyond our ability to express it with words the inspiring music that our organists—
Marilyn Parolini and Arlene Thurow—provide for us each week. I’ve always thought that the most
important person in keeping a worship service meaningful and energized is the organist. And these two
women have never disappointed us, setting the mood, choosing music that is listener-friendly, appropriate
for the service, and meaningful. We are grateful.
We knew at some point in time these talented women would want to cut back on their time and
responsibility as our organists. That time has come. Arlene said she has had to practice regularly for 76 years
and it’s time to spend time not practicing. Marilyn does not want to assume the job in its entirety and so will
be cutting back on her responsibilities in our music program. Both of them have said that the timing is right
for someone else to be at the organ bench each Sunday.
Enter Marsha Foxgrover, a concert and church organist, who gave the dedication concert of our refurbished
organ in 1991. Marsha has been on staff at Wheaton Bible Church for 26 years, but is now looking for a
change. The timing is right for her and for us, so we have hired Marsha as our organist with the blessing of
Marilyn and Arlene. You will hear more about her credentials and background in due time, but suffice it to
say now, we’re grateful that this has worked out in this way. Marsha will begin April 7.
Marilyn will assume the position of Assistant Organist, continuing with her inspiring music at the 8:30
service, for Ash Wednesday, Maundy Thursday, the Hanging of the Greens, organizing Pianorama, and
playing the 10:00 service when Marsha is on vacation. We are thankful that Marilyn has agreed to continue
serving in our music ministry program so we can continue to enjoy her gifts shared so generously with our
church over the years. Thanks to all of our musicians for their inspiring contribution to our worship
experience, especially to Arlene and Marilyn. And welcome Marsha to New England church.
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Women’s Fellowship
Women’s Circle of Friends is meeting
Saturday, April 13 in Friendship Hall at 9:30 am
for a shared breakfast. Following breakfast we
will be able to do some swapping! The idea is
that everyone has things in their closet they
don't use. Maybe it was that scarf you received
as a gift that's really not your color.
Or that purse that wasn't the right size and is practically brand new.
Only wore those earrings once to a wedding? Well ladies, it's time to clear out
your closets and bring all those accessories to the Women's Circle of Friends
Accessory Swap on April 13!
· Bring gently used bags, jewelry, belts, scarves, purses, umbrellas, or other
accessories to swap.
· No clothing or shoes please!
· For each item you bring, you can SHOP and SWAP for another.
· Items left will be donated.
The doors will open by 9:00 am so you can bring not only your breakfast item,
but also your items for swapping. You can set up your items and browse before
we eat. Following breakfast, we will enjoy our time to swap!!
All women are invited to attend and maybe bring a friend for us to meet.
Sign up on the NECC website or in the church office.

FILM SERIES

April 12: A Place in the Sun (1951)
A poor boy gets a job working for his rich uncle and ends
up falling in love with two women. With Montgomery
Clift, Elizabeth Taylor and Shelly Winters.
Presenter: Diane Ellis
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New England Preschool
Jenny and Luke Svendsen demonstrated cake decorating for our preschoolers and their families.
We all had a yummy time learning helpful tips!

MAUNDY THURSDAY-April 18
Worship service at 7 pm
GOOD FRIDAY-April 19
Self-directed Communion and Meditation
11:00 am-1:00 pm in Johnson Chapel
EASTER SUNDAY-April 21
Two Identical Services at 8:30 & 10:00 am
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Exploring the United Church of Christ
Healing Ministries of our Christian Faith
One of the exciting benefits that Nancy and I gained in our move to Aurora was the
opportunity to meet our health care needs at a United Church of Christ related facility.
Advocate Health was begun as a mission of the Evangelical Church of Chicago, later the
Evangelical and Reformed Church and then the United Church of Christ. The German
Evangelical Deaconess Hospital in Chicago, located at 54th and Morgan, had it’s beginnings in
1906 as a ministry serving the health needs of the growing German immigrant population on
Chicago’s south side. As neighborhood populations changed, the hospital served a growing and diverse population
into the 1970's.
Yes, we had Deaconesses in our church related hospitals, and they were called “sisters.” Through the Deaconess
program, our predecessor churches participated in training single women as nurses in what was the beginnings of
establishing professionally trained nurses to serve in our hospitals. I have an aunt who served as a “sister” and
received her training in the four-year program. I would love to show you her diploma (1915) that somehow was passed
down to me. The German Evangelical Deaconess program became Evangelical Health Systems.
When the Evangelical and Reformed Church merged with the Congregational Christian Churches in 1957, Evangelical
Health Systems became a UCC affiliate. The formation of the organization was a direct response by the church to the
Christian imperative to include healing as part of its ministry.
The 1960's became an exciting time of growth for UCC related health services. A new hospital, Christ Community in
suburban Oak Lawn, was built in 1961. Additional hospitals were built: Good Samaritan in Downers Grove and
Good Shepherd in Barrington. The Evangelical hospital eventually closed and the building was sold to Tabernacle
Community Hospital and Health Center, which served Chicago’s African American community from 1972 to 1977.
Services continued to grow with facilities now including hospitals, day surgery and outpatient diagnostic services,
home health care, extended care centers, physicians office buildings, retirement centers and a mental health counseling
network for individuals and families. It became the largest not-for-profit health care provider in the Chicago
Metropolitan area.
Our Evangelical Hospital System had long worked very closely with Chicago’s Lutheran General health care.
Lutheran General was founded in 1897 as the Norwegian Lutheran Deaconess Home and Hospital. The hospital’s
affiliation evolved from the Norwegian Lutheran Church in America to today’s Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America. The current Lutheran General Hospital was built in 1959 in Park Ridge, Illinois, while at the same time the
Lutheran Institute of Human Ecology was formed to establish ministries in alcoholism and substance abuse, senior
services, parish nursing, bio-ethics and medical education. LGHS grew into a vertically integrated service organization
committed to providing a continuum of health care for its communities.
In 1995 the two organizations merged to create Advocate Health Care Systems. A common mission, values, and
philosophy statement was developed from the rich faith-based and values-driven histories of both organizations.
Advocate became the largest non-profit health care system in the state of Illinois.
The recent merger with Aurora Health Systems of Milwaukee, Wisconsin positions us as the tenth largest not-for-profit
health care organization in the United States. The newly combined system, called Advocate Aurora Health, has 27
hospitals in an extensive and integrated total health care system, serving nearly three million patients each year. The
merged system will keep dual headquarters in Illinois and Wisconsin. Of interest is that Aurora had faith related roots,
but moved secular over the years. In the merger it was agreed that Advocate Aurora would maintain its faith based
traditions and its relationship to our churches.
Fred R. Krauss
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Men’s Fellowship
Men's Poker Game Night!
Friday, April 19
7:00-10:00 pm at Chestnut House
Organized Tournament,
$20 buy-in - bring cash that evening.
BYOB and Pot Luck style foods
Don't miss this fun evening Sign up in the Marketplace.

Photographers Needed

The Stewardship Board is looking for a few good
photographers to help take pictures at NECC events to be
used in the Annual Stewardship Brochure. If you have a
good eye and a willing shutter finger please contact Bill
Donnell at wmdonnell@gmail,com.

I am still
overwhelmed by the
good wishes and
good memories
expressed on the
17th of March to
celebrate my
birthday/retirement.
It has been a joy to
serve with you for the
last 27 years at
New England
Congregational
Church.
Thanks for the
memories and
Blessings on you!
Joe Dunham

EASTER LILIES

ORDER DEADLNE: April 14, 2019
I would like to order Easter flowers to be used as a chancel decoration on
Easter Sunday. Anyone who donated a plant, may take it home after
the 10:00 am service.
Lily

***PLEASE PRINT***

______ x $12.00 each = ______________

I have enclosed my check or cash for

$ ___________________

To Remember _________________________________________________________________________________________
Name _________________________________________________________________________________________________
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THE MEMORIAL WALK
IN THE GARDEN OF THE SAINTS
Engraved pavers in the Garden of the
Saints serve as a lasting tribute to family
members and friends. This summer we will
be placing the order for engraved pavers to
be installed in the walk. If you are interested
in memorializing a family member or friend
with an engraved paver, your order will need
to be received in the office no later than
Friday, May 31. Order forms are available in brochure rack outside the church
office.

AURORA PRIDE PARADE
Hello friends of Aurora Pride Parade!
As you know, the 2018 Inaugural Pride Parade
could not have happened without your generous
support. As we have ambitious plans for 2019
that includes a whole weekend of family-friendly
events, we need your help more than ever.
We are currently in need of sponsors for these events. Every penny counts and is
so appreciated when it comes to making this amazing 2019 Pride celebration
happen. If you are able, please consider getting your name out there by
visiting https://www.aurorapride.org/become-a-sponsor/ for more information.
If you’re not in a place to sponsor the 2019 Pride Festival but want to help out,
here are a few ways...
 Consider making a smaller donation on our GoFundMe page !
 Volunteer! Committees are in the process of forming and we need your help!
Fill out a volunteer form on the website www.AuroraPride.org
 Visit our website at www.AuroraPride.org to check out the fun events we
have planned for the week and how you can participate!
Thank you all for your valuable support. Your kindness means the world to us.
Brittney
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BOOKS

OF

NOTE

Books of Note is reading The Underground Railroad, by
Colson Whitehead. This #1 New York Times bestseller is the
winner of the Pulitzer Prize and is described as,
"a magnificent tour de force chronicling a young slave's
adventures as she makes a desperate bid for freedom in the
antebellum South." Please join us on Tuesday, April 16 at
7:00 pm in the parlor. We hope to see you there, whether you have read the book
or not. We always welcome and look forward to new participants to join our
discussion.

B U R I A L P L O T S A VA I L A B L E
New England was given two burial plots
and a bronze headstone in the River Hills
Memorial Park in Batavia. River Hills has
told us that the value of each burial site is
$1,050 and the bronze headstone’s value is
$2,300, for a combined value of $4,400. We
continue to offer these items to members and
friends of New England and we will accept any
reasonable offer for the plots and headstone.
If you have an interest or know someone who
might, please contact the church office.

'CONVERSATIONS

WITH

G A RY '

'Conversations with Gary'-Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish
Pub in downtown Aurora for conversations on the
subjects you wish to discuss. Everyone buys their own food
and drink.
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am
Monday, April 1
Wednesday, April 17
Tuesday, April 9
Thursday, April 25
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CHURCH PARKING

Remember that there is overflow parking to the west
of our church parking lot, behind the law offices of
Don Dickinson. A sign on the front lawn on Galena Blvd
directs you to the lot. Those who are able to walk the
distance, please park here and leave the church parking lot
available for those who can’t navigate the longer distance.
Thank you.

C O N F I R M AT I O N S U N DAY

Please join us on May 5 at the 10:00 am service for
the Rite of Confirmation as our 8th grade youth are
confirmed into full membership at New England
Church. A special coffee fellowship will follow in
Friendship Hall

R E C E N T LY M OV E D

Dee Kelly
555 Foxworth Blvd
Lombard, IL. 60148
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THANK

YOU !

To Deena Sherman & Dave Mertz and
Mike & Ann Eifler for organizing our
annual Chocolate Festival.

VOLUNTEER

AT THE

AAIFP

Volunteer to work at the Aurora Area Interfaith
Food Pantry -NECC sends volunteers to work in the
warehouse and/or to restock shelves every 2nd and 3rd
Monday of the month from 3:00-4:00 pm.
The location is 110 Jericho Road, Aurora.
Thank you!

DONATE

THE

EASY WAY!

As a mobile extension of our Donate link on
our NECC website, the GIVEPLUS+ app is free
and available to download at the Google play
store or the iPhone app store. GIVEPLUS+ is an
easy way to set up automatic or one-time
donations to the church.
It’s easy to use and can be readily available on any of your devices.
Check it out today!

Joys & Concerns
Visit us on the
web
at
www.newengland
church.org

Weddings:
Ken Lindahl & Sue Herren on March 17th.
Hospitalized:
Terri Rosemann, Shelby Darché
Deaths:
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
Marilyn Kleb.

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
New England
Congregational Church
UCC
406 W. Galena Blvd.
Aurora, IL. 60506
Phone: 630.897.8721
Fax: 630.897.8744
Email:
office@newengland
church.org
A Caring Church for
Thinking People

“God
Is Still
Speaking”

Senior Minister: Gary L. McCann
Assistant to the Minister: Martin Forward
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Preschool Director: Jacquie May
Director of Education Ministries: Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Chancel Choir Director: Jon Warfel
Children’s Choir Director: AnDréa James
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Hannah Watkins
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Brian Kleemann
Moderator-elect: Judy Lopez
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Sally Floyd

