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IN MEMORIAM

Joe Dunham
March 17, 1939—April 13, 2019
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'CONVERSATIONS

WITH

G A RY '

Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish Pub in downtown Aurora for conversations on
the subjects you wish to discuss.
Everyone buys their own food and drink.
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am:
Monday, May 6
Tuesday, May 14
Wednesday, May 22
Thursday, May 30

A big thank you to all of you at New England Congregational
Church for the love and support you have shown my family and me
after Joe Dunham’s death. We appreciate the many volunteers for
both the visitation and the funeral service and luncheon that made
everything run smoothly! We also appreciate the many
expressions of sympathy—by words, cards, and actions.
Joe was indeed special and we all will miss him.
Ida Dunham, Melanie Greenberg, Beth Slotnick, Phillip and Richard Dunham

WOMEN’S CIRCLE

OF

FRIENDS

April Showers (both rain & snow) Bring May
Flowers! Join us at 9:30 am on Saturday, May 11,
at Josie Starke’s home (269 Alschuler Dr in Aurora)
to enjoy a shared breakfast and a tour of her spring
gardens. All women are invited to attend our last
meeting of the year! Please sign up on the NECC
website or in the church office. Bring a friend and
your ideas for next year’s programs!
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Exploring the United Church of Christ
The Deaconess Movement

I thought it would be interesting to follow up on last months column on Advocate Aurora
Health Systems by exploring the history of the Deaconess Movement in our United Church of
Christ. Advocate Health Care began as a ministry that emerged from the Deaconess
movement that began in Germany and was rooted in the New Testament of the Bible.
The word “Deaconess” comes from the Greek diakonos” meaning messenger, servant, or
helper. It was first used in the Bible by the apostle Paul in his description of Phoebe, a woman
leader and worker in the early Christian community. “I commend to you our sister Phoebe, a
deaconess of the church at Cenchreae, that you may receive her in the Lord as befits the saints, and help her in
whatever she may require from you, for she has been a helper of many and of myself as well.” Romans 16:1-2
Until well into the nineteenth century, professional nursing as we know it today was virtually non-existent. Britain’s
Florence Nightingale is considered the founder of modern nursing in her work during the Crimean War. She was
responsible for reducing the unsanitary conditions in military hospitals and she trained nurses to care for the
wounded, reducing the death rate by two-thirds. When she returned to England she successfully established a series
of educational programs for nurses in British hospitals.
The Deaconess movement began in Germany as a faith based program designed to nurse the sick and care for the poor
and aged. Deaconess societies also established homes where women could be educated and trained as nurses. They
required that the training be threefold: spiritual, intellectual, and technical; which changed the image of nurses who
had not been held in high regard in the earlier part of the nineteenth century.
In America, it was the civil war that provided the impetus for the establishment of professional standards in the
training of nurses. In the United Church of Christ we can trace the movement to a remarkable meeting held in March
of 1889 in St. Louis, Missouri. Sixty men and ten women of the Evangelical Synod met to charter the Evangelischer
Diakonessen-Verein von St. Louis, MO (Evangelical Deaconess Society of St. Louis, MO). From that meeting they established
the Evangelical Deaconess Home and Hospital in St. Louis.
Similar teaching hospitals were established in other cities. The Evangelical Synod of Illinois established the German
Evangelical Deaconess Hospital in Chicago in 1906. Like the others, it was a teaching hospital that trained young
women in the nursing profession in a four year degree program. To enter the Deaconess program the young women
who were enrolled had to remain single and would live together in a Mother House. They would be addressed as
“sisters,” but unlike their Roman Catholic counterparts, they could leave the program and marry whenever they chose.
I have the diploma issued to my great-aunt, Minnie Volz, dated June 1915.
At about the same time, other predecessors of the UCC adapted Deaconess programs. Members of the German
Reformed Church established deaconess work in two locations. In 1901 the American Congregational Deaconess
Association was incorporated in Chicago, Illinois. Later that year they began a Deaconess Training Home with
instructors from Chicago Theological Seminary.
Times change, and the recruitment of Deaconesses was discontinued in the 1950's. The legacy of the Deaconess
movement lives on in the nursing programs that continue through Advocate Aurora’s Christ Hospital and the nursing
program at our UCC related Elmhurst College. The same is true of other locations where the mission outreach of the
church has provided the groundwork for well respected, well educated, compassionate and highly trained professional
nurses.
There is so much more to discover about the Deaconess movement. Go to the UCC website at http://www.ucc.org/aboutus_hidden-histories_the-deaconess-movement-in for the excellent article written by the late Ruth W. Rasche, who served as a
historian and archivist of the Deaconess movement in St. Louis. She also authored books on the movement. Check by
her name, Ruth Rasche, on Amazon.
Fred R. Krauss
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CHILDREN’S MUSICAL
Spring has sprung and that means musical season!
This year we will be doing a show called “Life of the
Party”. It tells the story of Mary and Martha inviting Jesus
to their home for a dinner party. It highlights the
differences in the personalities of the two sisters, and in
turn, how different we all are from one another sometimes.
But of course, we are all the same too! We are all children of God and we need to
work together to take care of one another, no matter how different we can be!
We hope you will join us during the 10:00 am service on May 19 to see this
inspirational show and support all the hard work of our young ones!

BOOKS OF NOTE
Books of Note is reading Last Bus to Wisdom, by Ivan Doig.
Described as, "charming, wise, and slyly funny, this final
novel by a great American storyteller is a last sweet gift from
a writer whose books have bestowed untold pleasure on
countless readers." Please join us for our final meeting and
discussion for this season on Tuesday, May 21 at 7:00 pm in
the parlor. We will take a break during the summer months,
and reconvene in September to share ideas and make new selections, based on all of
the great books we read over the summer. We hope to see you there, whether you
have read the book or not. New participants are always welcome to attend!

The current worship schedule will remain in place during
the summer months.
The church office hours will be from 9:00 am-1:00 pm
beginning Tuesday, May 28 through Friday, August 30.
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A CONCERN
Several of you have received emails purportedly from
me but which were not from me.
Please do not respond to any email that looks
suspicious. The emails that were sent out were from
addresses that had my name in them in one form or
another, but which were not from me.
Check the address before you respond; if it doesn’t say
gary@newenglandchurch.org don’t open or respond to it.
Gary McCann

Pat Beebee
1955 Randi Dr.
Apt. 133
Montgomery, IL.
60538

IN APPRECIATION
Thanks to the congregation for your prayers and cards in
response to Gary’s mother’s death.
We appreciate your support.
Gary & Judy McCann

C O N F I R M AT I O N S U N DAY

Please join us on May 5 at the 10:00 am service for the
Rite of Confirmation as our 8th grade youth are
confirmed into full membership at New England Church.
A special coffee fellowship will follow in Friendship Hall

Volunteer to work
at the Aurora Area
Interfaith Food
Pantry NECC sends
volunteers to work in
the warehouse and/
or to restock shelves
every 2nd and 3rd
Monday of the
month from
3:00-4:00 pm.
The location is
110 Jericho Road,
Aurora. Thank you!

Visit us on the web
at
www.newenglandchurch.org

Joys & Concerns
Hospitalized:
Ray Whaley, Judy Hoppe, Lindley Pittman, Dee Kelly.
Deaths:
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
Joe Dunham.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”

New England Congregational
Church-UCC
406 W. Galena Blvd. Aurora, IL. 60506
Phone: 630.897.8721
Fax: 630.897.8744
Email:office@newenglandchurch.org
A Caring Church for Thinking People

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
Senior Minister: Gary L. McCann
Assistant to the Minister: Martin Forward
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Preschool Director: Jacquie May
Director of Education Ministries: Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Chancel Choir Director: Jon Warfel
Children’s Choir Director: AnDréa James
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Hannah Watkins
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Brian Kleemann
Moderator-elect: Judy Lopez
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Sally Floyd

