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MUSINGS
The fall program at New England Church is upon us once again, and I invite you to join us for the
exciting events forthcoming.
Our annual Fall Festival on September 8 will begin the new program year with the opening day of
our Church School classes and the Festival lunch and games at 11:00 am. The meal will be in
Friendship Hall with outside games and a bouncy room for the kids. The Board of Missions will
provide root beer floats as usual. Everyone is invited.
Also on September 8, the piano quartet consisting of Jon Warfel, Ina Heup, Arlene Thurow, and
Yours Truly will dedicate a newly-commissioned arrangement of hymns to Marilyn Parolini,
organist/pianist/accompanist, to say thanks for her years of service. Marilyn continues to play at
the 8:30 am service and will accompany the Children’s Choir this year as well as organize the annual Pianorama
November 24 (how many hands will play on how many pianos this year??). Mark Hayes, the composer and arranger of
this piece will be present to hear this work played for the first time. We hope you’ll join us at the 10:00 am service!
On September 15, our 2019 Confirmands will receive their name tags and begin their high school journey through our
youth program.
An Inquirer’s Meeting will be held September 15 at 11:15 am for those interested in learning about the ministry and
program of NECC and on September 22 at 11:15 am a Building Tour will be offered to introduce you to the nooks and
crannies of our buildings and campus. See the details further along in this issue of Tidings.
Though we grieve the closing of our Preschool after 70 years of providing quality education for children, we celebrate that
World Relief will be using the preschool rooms for their English as a Second Language (ESL) classes this year.
Their program year begins September 4 from 9:30 – 11:30 am M-Th.
It’s a privilege for New England Church to host the upcoming concert series of The Orion Ensemble, one of Chicago’s
premier ensembles. Four concerts are scheduled to be held in our sanctuary on September 29 at 7:00 pm; November 10
at 7:00 pm; March 1 at 3:00 pm; and May 3 at 7:00 pm. This ensemble of cello, clarinet, violin, viola, and piano will
perform works of major composers as well as those of the not-so-well-known composers. A reception will follow each
concert in the narthex. Brochures are available in the literature rack for advance ticket purchases; or you can buy them at
the door.
On another subject, I want to thank everyone for staying current with your pledges and financial contributions.
New England Church plays an important part in the lives of many people—those who are part of the church as well as
people in the community who are served by the outreach ministry of the church. With rampant racism, xenophobia,
homophobia, prejudice, and radical white supremacy on the rise, it is critical that we maintain our witness of inclusivity,
liberty, and justice for all. Thanks for your continued support as we enter into this new program year.

Page 2

Volume 91, Number 9

LEARN ABOUT NECC
An Inquirer’s Meeting is scheduled for Sunday,
September 15 at 11:15 am for those interested in learning
more about New England Church. A PowerPoint
presentation will inform you of our ministry, our history,
and our programs, and Gary will respond to questions you
may have about the church. Attending this meeting does
not obligate anyone to join the church but we want people
who are interested to learn more about us.
If you’re interested, please contact Kimberly Adams, Community Life Director,
(kimberly@newenglandchurch.org).
A Building Tour will be offered on Sunday, September 22 at 11:15 am for those
interested in touring our campus and learning a bit of the history of our building.
If you are interested, please contact Kimberly Adams.

F RANCE A NYONE ?

There is still availability for the 2020 Road Trip and/or
Viking Cruise in France. Please see the brochures in the
literature rack for information or on the church website.
Contact Gary (gary@newenglandchurch.org).

Children’s Choir Begins
Calling all children who love to sing! Starting this fall,
the children’s choir will meet every week.
Beginning on Sunday, September 15, the children will
rehearse from 11:15 am until 12 noon in Johnson Chapel.
The choir is open to anyone in grades 1-8 who enjoys singing
and making new friends. The children will sing once a month
during the 10:00 am service and will present a musical in the
Spring. Please feel free to contact me, Ina Heup, at 630-851-5364 or at
iheup@aol.com with any questions or concerns about the children’s choir.
I look forward to making joyful noise with our eager young singers this fall!
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Fall Festival
NECC's Annual Fall Festival Celebration is Sunday,
September 8. The indoor picnic begins after the 10:00 am
service with delicious food and fellowship in Friendship
Hall. There will be a bounce house, face painting by Dots
& Splashes and a piñata set up in the church garden for
the children to enjoy. We invite everyone to join and bring
your friends and neighbors.
We will need lots of donations; cookies, fresh fruit, salad ingredients and more.
Please watch for sign-ups in the church Marketplace so you can help.

Volunteers Needed
We continue to stock shelves at the Aurora Area Interfaith
Food Pantry every second and third Mondays at 3:00 pm.
Thanks to all who have helped and will continue to help.
The Pantry has asked that all volunteers be 13 years of age or
older due to liability. Thank you.

Books of Note
Books of Note will be meeting again in September to
discuss The 100-Year-Old Man Who Climbed Out the
Window and Disappeared by Jonas Jonasson.
This novel has been described by the Library Journal as
" A quirky novel that is a sly, satirical look back at
international relations in the 20th century through the
eyes of an old man who has seen it all." This should make
for a lively discussion after our return from our summer hiatus. We meet every
month on the third Tuesday at 7:00 pm in the parlor.
Everyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday, September 17, whether you have
read the book or not.
In October, we will be reading Michelle Obama's memoir Becoming. We look
forward to hearing what you have been reading over the summer so that we can
choose selections for the rest of year. We hope to see you there!
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Exploring the United Church of Christ-Keeping in Touch
The United Church of Christ used to have Denominational magazines that published a great variety of
articles related to the church, our faith, and the ins and outs of the denomination. Many of us remember the
United Church Herald, and its successor “A.D.”, very fondly. But the days of print publishing are quickly
disappearing. Today, it’s the internet that holds sway.
For members and friends of the United Church of Christ, the best way to keep up on what is happening in
the denomination is by going to its website, http://www.UCC.org. The site offers a variety of options that
include everything from a history of the UCC to worship resources as well as the Justice and Peace ministries
that compel us to faith in action. Worship resources include articles on communion, baptism, and the use of
inclusive language. There are excellent articles on the Three Great Loves and Global Ministries, as well as an
app to help you find a local UCC congregation. There is plenty to explore on the website, and it’s well worth
the effort to look around and discover the many facets of our denomination.
There is also an excellent section that will introduce you to the Rev. John C. Dorhauer, President and
General Minister of the United Church of Christ. John C. Dorhauer was recently re-elected at the 32nd
General Synod that was held this past June in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. A United Church Facebook page can
be found at https://www.facebook.com/UnitedChurchofChrist.
Another great way of keeping in touch is to subscribe to “Keeping You Posted.” This is a weekly, coordinated
e-zine of news, featured items, resources, worship materials, and justice-action items e-mailed each Tuesday.
It’s a free subscription, all you have to do is sign up and it will be sent to your email address. You can find
directions for sign up on the website, or go directly to https://www.ucc.org/keeping_you_posted.
As I shared earlier, the United Church of Christ is structured from the local church up, rather than from the
National offices down. New England Congregational Church is an autonomous congregation that lives in a
covenant relationship with other UCC congregations in the area and nationally. We are one of forty-four
churches that make up the Fox Valley Association, which is one of five Associations that make up the Illinois
Conference. You can find the website for the Fox Valley Association at http://foxvalley.ilucc.org/foxvalleyassociation/.
The Illinois Conference is composed of five Associations numbering 241 churches, Our churches range from
the largest UCC congregation in the nation – Trinity UCC in Chicago – to numerous small rural churches far
removed from the large urban area of Chicago. Our mission statement, adopted in 2009, reads: “The Illinois
Conference is a United Church of Christ covenant community promoting congregational health and vitality
and pursuing God’s peace and justice. The Illinois Conference website is http://ilucc.org/illinois-conference/.
You may want to be involved in the Greater Church as a visitor or by serving as a delegate from our church to
the Association and Conference meetings. Each congregation is allowed to send delegates as voting members
of the Association or Conference, as well as any number of visitors who desire to attend. It’s a great way to
be active in the church and to meet and mingle with a widely diverse fellowship representing the wider
church.
Go, in Grace and Peace.
Rev. Fred Krauss
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Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry Gala
Support the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry!
Celebrate the Harvest Moon at AAIFP's annual
Fundraising gala on October 5 at Pipers Banquets in
Aurora.
This year's event will feature beer, wine and whiskey
tasting, great music, a full open bar, fall-themed cuisine,
live and silent auctions.
Tickets are $150 and each ticket provides $400 of food to families in need in our
community.
Save the date on your calendars for this amazing event!
Stop by the Marketplace in September to pick up an invitation.
Remember – when you purchase your tickets from the Food Pantry, tell
them you would like to be seated with the New England Church Group!

'A Broadway Revue"
Save The Date for our
upcoming Broadway Revue
Saturday Evening,
November 2.
New England's
Musical Talents are
back.
Enjoy a fabulous night
out; full of food, music,
fun, and friends.

Women's Circle of Friends
Summer is winding down, but Women’s Circle of Friends
is gearing up for a new season. All women of the church are
invited to our first meeting on Saturday, September 14 at
9:30 am for breakfast.
We will be trying out the new Sugar Grove Cafe located on
Highway 30,across from the Air Classics Museum at the
Sugar Grove Airport. Please sign up on line or in the church office.
We encourage you to bring a friend!
Women’s Circle of Friends is sponsoring a Marketplace on Saturday,
November 16 in Friendship Hall. This is an opportunity for NECC
women and their friends to share their hobbies, part time jobs, and
passions with us. Previously we have enjoyed and purchased jewelry,
Pampered Chef products, hand made bears, massages, international
products, scarves, Thirty-One products and more! If you are interested
in selling something or need more information, contact Linda Bridgman
(linda4cacfp@aol.com) or Judy McCann (judycarol48@sbcglobal.net).
Mark November 16 at 9:30 am, on your calendar to join us for breakfast,
followed by an opportunity to sell and/or buy products made or sold
by NECC women and their friends!

The Chancel Choir
annual fall potluck/
rehearsal will be held
on Wednesday,
September 4 at
6:30 pm.
We will begin with
dinner in
Friendship Hall
followed by a rehearsal
in the Sanctuary.
Please bring a dish to
pass and table setting.
Beverages will be
provided.

Visit us on the web
at
www.newenglandchurch.org

Joys & Concerns
Baptisms:
Tim Edward Kanive Jr., son of Tim & Sarah Kanive.
Lucas Alexander Panozzo, son of Jason & Melissa Panozzo.
Hospitalized:
Ron Nickerson, John Williams, John Roesch, Joann Patton.
Deaths:
We offer our deepest sympathy to the family and friends of
Virginia Gurry and Gary Hurt.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”

New England Congregational
Church-UCC
406 W. Galena Blvd. Aurora, IL. 60506
Phone: 630.897.8721
Fax: 630.897.8744
Email:office@newenglandchurch.org
A Caring Church for Thinking People

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
Senior Minister: Gary L. McCann
Assistant to the Minister: Martin Forward
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Director of Education Ministries: Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Children’s Choir Director: Ina Heup
Chancel Choir Director: Jon Warfel
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Hannah Watkins
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Brian Kleemann
Moderator-elect: Judy Lopez
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Sally Floyd

