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MUSINGS
As I mentioned at the Annual Meeting, I will be organizing some small volunteer groups to
assist with some housekeeping items that I usually take care of but will need others to
carry on these tasks after my retirement. This will assist in an easier transition for the new
senior minister, allowing them time to get to know you and the church without having to
take care of these details.
If you can help with any of the following areas of ministry, I would appreciate you letting
me know via email.
Altar Team:
The candles on the altar need to be checked and replaced as needed, as do the paraments.
This team will make sure everything is in order for Sunday as needed. No regular meetings.
Funeral Preparation Team
This would involve getting the church ready for a funeral, working with the family to place flowers in the
narthex and sanctuary, putting out the ropes and signs to designate the family pews, putting Kleenex boxes in
the family pews, etc.
A second team would then come in after the service to take down the ropes, flowers, etc. so the sanctuary can
be cleaned by the custodian after the funeral.
Funeral Greeting and Parking Lot team
It is important that people be greeted personally at each funeral and direct them to the elevators, bathrooms,
and sanctuary. A larger group of people rotating for each funeral request makes the job much easier.
Orion Ensemble Team
With Chicago’s premier chamber ensemble choosing our church as their west suburban venue, we need people
willing to greet, help with the reception that follows the concert, and otherwise help host the event.
Pride Parade Team
We need a few more people on the team, and particularly someone to be in charge of decisions about the
annual Parade, as far as our church involvement is concerned. Such things as handouts, marching, advertising
the date, and sending in the application form are necessary for this project to continue.
Volunteers keep the church active and involved. Without people willing to serve on Boards or Committees, or
Ministry Teams, we would have to close the doors.
Thanks in advance if you can help out in any of the areas above.
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WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Will March be your lucky month? Women’s Circle of
friends is playing Scrabble in Friendship Hall on
Saturday, March 14. Join us at 9:30 am for a
shared breakfast followed by our annual Scrabble
tournament. All women, no matter your skill level,
are invited to play and have fun together! Maybe you
will bring home the trophy or win another prize!
This year’s
Christian Service
Awards went to
Dale & Jodi Myers
and
Rich & Terri
Rosemann.
We appreciate all
you do for
New England
Congregational
Church.

Want to learn more
about New England
Church?
An Inquirer’s
meeting will be held
in the church
Parlor on March 8
following the
10:00 am service.
Childcare is
available.

FILM SERIES
MARCH 13: August Rush (2007)
An orphaned musical prodigy uses his gift to try to find his birth
parents. With Freddie Highmore, Keri Russell and Jonathan Rhys
Meyers. Presenter: Gary McCann

Gary will lead a Lenten lecture/discussion series on
“How We Got the Bible” on Sunday, March 15 & 22,
from 11:15 am – 12:15 pm. We will explore the
complications, the scholarship and the details that are
critical for understanding the Bible in its context and
translations. Everyone is invited to join us.

H AV E

A

GUY’S NIGHT OUT!

NECC Men's Dinner will be on Thursday, March 26.
Social time at 5:30 pm. Dinner ordered at 6:00 pm.
Blackberry Oaks Golf Course located at 2245 Kennedy
Road in Bristol, IL. in the Kennedy Pointe Restaurant.
Separate Checks/ Cash Bar/ Special Menu Options
Don't miss this fun evening - Sign up in the Marketplace
or you can e-mail your RSVP to kimberly@newenglandchurch.org.
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'Conversations With Gary'
'Conversations with Gary'-Join Gary at Ballydoyle Irish
Pub in downtown Aurora for conversations on the
subjects you wish to discuss. Everyone buys their own food
and drink.
LUNCHTIME at 11:30 am
Monday, March 2
Wednesday, March 18
Tuesday, March 10
Thursday, March 26

The top-notch chamber group, the Orion Ensemble,
will perform its third concert of the season at New
England church at 3:00 pm on Sunday, March 1.
The program will feature music by Antonin Dvorak,
the prominent Chicago-based composer Sebastian
Huydts, and others. Please note the earlier start time. That’s because a wine,
cheese and dessert reception to benefit Orion will follow the concert in the
narthex. You are invited to both—the reception donation is $50—or you may
come just for the concert. Tickets to both will be available at the door. Barbara
King has more details. You can contact her at 630-879-2263 or bhk430@att.net.

Mark your calendars for the 3rd Annual Aurora Pride
Parade that will be held on June 14 in downtown
Aurora.
We as a congregation will march proudly again this year
and need people to be in the parade but we also need
people to join the parade planning committee.
If you are interested in being on the committee and helping us organize our unit in
the parade; please e-mail Kimberly Adams at kimberly@newenglandchurch.org.

BOOKS

OF

NOTE

Books of Note is reading Educated by Tara Westover.
This book has been described as a memoir that "follows the
author's journey from rural Idaho to the PhD program at
Cambridge as she struggles against her family's devout,
isolationist religious beliefs and fights for an education."
We will meet on Tuesday, March 17 at 7:00 pm in the parlor.
New participants are always welcome. We look forward to
seeing you there for a lively discussion, whether you have had a chance to read
the book or not.

Volunteer to work
at the Aurora Area
Interfaith Food
Pantry -NECC
sends volunteers to
work in the
warehouse and/or to
restock shelves every
2nd and 3rd Monday
of the month from
3:00-4:00 pm.
The location is
110 Jericho Road,
Aurora.
Thank you!

Remember to set
your clocks 1 hour
ahead the evening of
Saturday, March 7.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”
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A Caring Church for Thinking People

Visit us on the web
at
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Joys & Concerns
Hospitalized:
Gordon McDugle, Pat Demetry,
John Ruby, Rodger True, Lee Thurow

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
Senior Minister: Gary L. McCann
Assistant to the Minister: Martin Forward
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Director of Education Ministries: Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Children’s Choir Director: Ina Heup
Chancel Choir Director: Mark Plummer
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Hannah Watkins
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Judy Lopez
Moderator-elect: Bill Donnell
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Sally Floyd

