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Senior Minister:  Brandon Perrine 
Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Director of Education Ministries:  Audra Darché 
5th & 6th Grade Education:  Kathy Kokkinos 
7th & 8th Grade Education:  Desiree Guzman 

9th—12th Grade Education:  Lesley Myers  
Chancel Choir Director:  Mark Plummer 

Organist:  Marsha Foxgrover 
Assistant Organist:  Marilyn Parolini 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 
Director of Community Life:  Kimberly Adams 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 
Nursery Care:  Jenni Moses,  Charlotte Adams 

Custodian:  John Hett 
Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 

**************** 
Moderator:  Bill Donnell 

Moderator-elect:  Bart Grometer 
Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 

Clerk:  Ida Dunham 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

O U R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  O F F I C E R S  

September 1 ,  2021   

T I D I N G S  

 
Dear Friends, 
 
This is my first official contribution to the Tidings since beginning our time together in April.  I can’t believe 
how quickly the weeks and months have flown!  Despite the ongoing pandemic and summer vacations, weekly 
worship at New England Church has been life-giving and spirit-filled.  It’s been wonderful to meet so many of 
you now on Sunday mornings for in-person, indoor worship.  Thanks to a talented team of musicians and  
liturgists, the quality of our services hasn’t faltered!  Many of you, however, continue to participate in worship 
via the livestream, brought to you by another dedicated crew of capable volunteers, for which we are grateful.  
And still others of you have ventured back for our in-person, outdoor services.  These gatherings have been 
filled with music, laughter, and children as we shared in song, word, prayer, and Holy Communion. 
 
In addition to Sunday worship, our Boards continue meeting regularly to support the mission of our  
congregation.  The Board of Deacons has faithfully staffed ushers and greeters, sent cards to convalescing and 
bereaved congregants, and prepared and served communion.  The Board of Missions held a successful supply 
drive for Mutual Ground and is planning its next event.  The Board of Buildings and Grounds continues to   
ensure that our facilities remain in good condition—overseeing the installation of a new sanctuary roof this 
summer.  The Board of Education has supported children and families with at-home programs and is busily 
planning for Fall Festival and a new program year.  The Board of Finance continues to oversee the financial 
health of our congregation. The Board of Stewardship is planning for the fall stewardship campaign.   
The Music Committee provides vital resources for assessing the safety of resuming congregational singing and 
choir and has provided excellent leadership in planning and executing our Sunday services. And the Cabinet 
has done an outstanding job in supporting the boards, updating COVID protocols, and ensuring the ongoing 
strength of our ministry together.  
 
Members and friends of New England Church have returned to the building to serve at funeral receptions, 
gather with Women’s Fellowship, plan for Rev. Gary McCann’s retirement celebration, play cards, make  
music, and discuss our church’s role in the struggle against systemic racism.  Despite all the uncertainty, 
change, and difficulty of the last 18 months, New England Church is worshipping joyfully, serving diligently, 
and moving boldly into the future.  I, for one, couldn’t be more inspired by your commitment to one another 
and to our community beyond these walls. 
 
I’d also like to share a personal word of thanks to the staff here at New England Church and to all those who’ve 
made special efforts to welcome Charles and I to Aurora.  We’ve enjoyed the office visits, lunches and dinners, 
cards, coffee, flowers, calls, emails, gift cards and myriad other ways you’ve helped us find our place here.   
We no longer feel like strangers in a strange land.  We are truly home and among friends. 
 
Blessings and peace to you all, 

 
 

Brandon Perrine 
Senior Minister 



F A L L  F E S T I VA L 
 
New England's Annual Fall Festival Celebration is Sunday, 
September 12. 
We will have an outdoor Fall Festival luncheon on the south 
lawn (weather permitting), behind the former preschool 
building; following our 10:00 am worship service. We will 
provide the table service, roasted chicken breasts, sloppy 
Joes, Beverages, and delicious root beer floats will be  
provided by the Board of Missions. 
 

There will be a bounce house set up on the church lawn for the children to enjoy 
and fabulous face painting by Chris Kierstead from Dots and Splashes. We invite 
everyone to join and bring a friend along. 
This event can't happen without your support!  We do need your help with  
donations of side dishes, condiments, and desserts! You can sign up online to bring 
a food item on that Sunday or donate money towards this fun event by going to 
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/9040F4AABAD2BA75-necc8. 
 
You can also sign-up in person after church in the Marketplace area during the 
next few Sundays leading up to our big event. 
 

 
Every Sunday evening at 5:00 pm there is a group of people 
who gather together in the parlor to play 5 Crowns. We will 
be happy to teach you how to play this very simple game so 
come join us when you can. We have a great time talking,  
playing and eating.  

Traveling with NECC! 

 
Ever considered joining fellow New Englanders on an 
overseas adventure?  Now, you may have that chance!  
Brandon Perrine and Gary McCann are organizing a  
Viking River Cruise to Ukraine and Romania in October 
2023.  Join them on September 19 at 3:00 pm in the church 
narthex for more information and to have your questions 

answered.  You’re also welcome to invite any friends or family who might be  
interested in traveling with the group.  
 

5  CROW N S 



Great News! 
The nursery will reopen on September 12 for children ages  
0-3.  All children ages 2 and up and adults (regardless of  
immunization status) will be required to wear a face covering 
while in the nursery.  Parents, please provide 1 extra mask for 
(each of) your child(ren).  Extra cleaning will take place and 
efforts will be made to maintain social distancing.  Please 
contact Jenni Moses at 309-657-8334 or at jmoses98@msn.com if you think that 
you might want to utilize the nursery this fall or if you have any questions or 
concerns.  We look forward to seeing you! 
 
Needed:  Nursery Volunteers!   We are in need of a volunteer for each Sunday 
in the nursery to help out the nursery attendant.  If you would like to come play 
one Sunday please call or text Jenni Moses at 309-657-8334 or send an email to 
jmoses98@msn.com.   Thank you! 

NECC COVID-19 Guidelines Update 
 
The Cabinet of New England Congregational Church adopted new  
COVID-19 protocols for the congregation that will guide our ministry  
together in August and September.  As expected, we will begin offering 
masked indoor programming for children and youth, with masks being  
optional for outdoor events.  Due to the alarming spike in infection rates in 
our community and around the nation, the increased transmissibility of the 
Delta Variant, and the fact that children and youth are still ineligible for  
vaccination, the return of the choir and of congregational singing will be 
postponed.  Please continue to mask for all events at New England Church, 
regardless of vaccination status.  The cabinet will continue to monitor the 
unfolding pandemic, heed the scientific guidance of experts, and reevaluate 
our protocols monthly.  We hope that we will be in a position to take greater 
strides toward “normalcy” in coming months.    

 
Books of Note will be meeting in September to discuss 
the book The Four Winds, by Kristin Hannah. We meet 
every month on the third Tuesday at 7:00 pm in the 
church parlor.  
Everyone is welcome to join us on Tuesday, September 21, 
whether you have read the book or not.   
We hope to see you there!  

Books of  Note 



E M M A N UA L  H O U S E  PRO G R A M  
P R E S E N TA T I O N 

 
The Mission Board of New England Congregational Church 
has decided to take on our Emmanuel House as one of its 
sponsored projects this year.  For those of you who may be 
unaware, the two-story apartment building immediately to 
the west of our church parking lot, was very generously    

gifted to NECC in 2014.  Rather than tearing it down for a few additional parking 
spots, we decided to partner with the then Emmanuel House organization,  
founded by our own Rick & Desiree Guzman in 2002, to use this property as part 
of a program giving working class families assistance toward the goal of local 
home ownership.  Jim Hopp coordinated a substantial rehab project, enabling us 
to turn over three updated apartments.  The organization recently merged with 
the Joseph Corporation, founded in 1990 by the Sisters of Mercy, and formed a 
new organization, now called the Neighbor Project, but retains the same purposes. 
i.e., to provide low- and middle-income families the opportunity to save part of 
their monthly rent in a sequestered account to be used as eventual down payment 
on a home of their own and offering budget and credit counselling along with 
homeowner buyer education as part of the program. 
To find out more information, and how you can participate in this good work 
through the Maintenance Partner program, joins us on Sunday, September 26, 
after the 10:00 am service in the church parlor. Rick Guzman will discuss the 
ins and outs of this successful program helping families move from renting to 
home ownership, and answer any questions you may have.   

 
Our 8:30 am service resumes on Sunday, September 12 

in Johnson Chapel. We hope to see you there! 

Giving Bus 
 
As NECC prepares for the Fall “Kick Off”, we have the  
opportunity to help Greenman and Hall Elementary Schools 
kick off their school year in style.  Beginning in September,  
the Giving Bus will be parked in the Marketplace with shoe  
tickets waiting for adoption. Congregants can select one or 
several tickets indicating the gender and shoe size of the  
recipient. We ask that you purchase the shoes, attach the tag to the shoes and 
return them to church by the last Sunday in September (9/26).  
And they will know we are Christians by our love. 



 
The Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry will celebrate its 
40th birthday party and fundraiser on Friday, October 8.  
The location is Society 57 at 100 S. River Street in  
downtown Aurora.  Please mark your calendar and plan to 
join us for this festive event.  More details to follow. 
New England Congregational Church has long supported 
the AAIFP with both volunteers and donations.   

This social service agency continues to receive strong endorsement from our 
Mission Board as well as our wider Congregation. 

 
Women’s Circle of Friends will be eating out at Harner’s 
Bakery at 10 W. State St. in North Aurora at 9:30 am on 
September 11. All women of the church are invited. Please 
sign up in the church office or online so we know how 
many to expect. When you sign up please indicate if you 
will need a ride. See you there! 
 

Women's Circle of  Friends 

 

The NECC Transition 
Team is excited to    
inform you that we 

have set the date for a 
retirement party for 

Gary McCann.       
More information will 
be forthcoming at the 

end of the summer,  
but please save       

Sunday, October 17     

on your calendar for 
this all-church event, 

which will occur           
following the 10:00 am 

worship service in 
Friendship Hall.       

Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry Gala 

Bell Choirs 

 
 
The New England handbell choirs are preparing for the new     
season! Fall is a great time to join a bell choir!  
For information, please contact Cathy Canfield-Jepson at 
630-899-4913 or email canfield.jepson@gmail.com. 
 

 The New England Carillon (9th grade through adult) meets from 6:30 pm to 
7:30 pm Tuesdays.  The first rehearsal will be Tuesday, September 7. 
 

 The Joy Ringers (3rd through 8th grade) meet from 9:00 am to 9:45 am         
Sundays. The first rehearsal will be Sunday, September 19. 

 
 


