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A Caring Church for Thinking People

Email:office@newenglandchurch.org

OUR STAFF & CHURCH OFFICERS

Senior Minister: Brandon Perrine
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Director of Education Ministries:Audra Darché
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
7th & 8th Grade Education: Desiree Guzman
9thii 12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Chancel Choir DirectorMark Plummer
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfieldlepson
Director of Community Life:Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator:Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care:Jenni Moses, Charlotte Adams
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
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Moderator: Bill Donnell
Moderatorelect: Bart Grometer
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Ida Dunham

New Englan&
Congrcgational Church

UCC
Aurora, lllinois

TIDINGS

.....

November 1, 2021

MUSINGS

Dear Friends,

October has come and gone and with it, many rich and memorable experiences of community. The Search Committe
celebrated the completion of their work with a potluck picnic. The Orion Ensemble offered their first concert back in
our |l ovely sanctuary. Our film series offered a scr
partners, The Neighbor Project and Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry, hosted successful fundraising benefits.

Local clergy met to discuss the interfaith Thanksgiving celebration. Groups gathered to discuss social and racial justic
a timely book, music programs at NECC, the stewardship of our historic building and grounds, finances, our fall
stewardship campaign, the Halloween TruokTreat event, and so, so much more. Also this month, thanks to the
tremendous | eadership of the Transition Team and man
Engl and st yl eyéarnimstryhobGary and JutyeMcCabn.

Through it all, New England folks have been busy nurturing relationships and building community, giving of their time
and sharing their resources, fostering faith and cultivating creativity, celebrating milestones and making memories,
planning for the future and living fully in the present. We are an actigé @ntury church with a heart for people

and a head for knowl edge. And thatds exactly what C

As we move forward into November and the start of the holiday season with Thanksgiving, | hope we do so with a de
appreciation for one another and the ministry we share, with hearts full of love and goodwill, and a song of joy on our
Il i ps. Speaking of singing, | m excited t o%aardn averdd d
resume the congregational singing of hymns on Novenfbewe have much to be grateful for and much to look

forward to.

In the spirit of the Thanksgiving holiday that we look forward to celebrating later this month, | wrote a little table praye
and invite you to use it, if you wish.
For life:
the people we share it with,
the love and laughter that fill it with joy,
the relationships and work that give it purpose,
the food that stays and sustains it,
we are thankful.
May our gratitude overflow
into works of kindness, compassion, and justice
for the sake of our world. Amen.
In gratitude for all of you,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister
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On Sunday,
November 7 at both
the 8:30 and
10:00 am services,
we will remember
those of our church
family who have gong
before us, calling
special
attention to those
who have died sinc¥
our last
Al |
celebration on
November 3, 2019

On Saturday,
November 13,
Womenads
Friends will be
having a Tea Party.
We will gatherat
11:00 apmot
9:30 am, in
Friendship Hall.
We need your help|
in making this a
success.
Please sign up in the
Marketplace on
November 7 for what
you can contribute
to our party.

All women of the
church are invited tq
attend.

Hope to see you
there.
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AAIFP FUNDRAISER UPDATE

REATY,
F ‘%3“ THANK YOU --- New England Church members for your
Eé’ 7. | recent support of the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry.
D, since s = The 2 day o#line event exceeded their $60,000 goal. With
) ;' minimal expenses, the Pantry anticipates net revenue of very
%or, ,ﬂ\-ﬁ-wﬁ“ close to $80.000! These funds will help enormously to feed

needy members of our community.

Sponsorships, Funé-Need, Silent Auction, and the Raffle were all a huge
success!

(Be sure to ask John & Carol Ruby about the Raffle!)

Orion Ensemble Concert

Jlae Oripn l;nsemblewell known for performing innovativ ,,"51'_
and contemporary music as well as the classical repertoife,
will present the second concert of its season in the Sanctpai;
on Sunday, November 7, at 3:00 dhe exciting program
will include the Beethoven Trio in G major for strings,
Hi ndemit hds Quartet for Clarinet,
Florence Price and Franz Schubédfbllowing the concert, everyone is invited to
rcolme @fo the Wine, Hors déoeuvres and

i n support of Orionds educCnemaycomdto pr o
both the concert and the benefit, or to either one of the events without attending
the other. Tickets will be available at the dooFurther information is in the

Orion Ensemble brochures in the Marketplace.

Vi o

Mends Group to RI Be

ng

NECC Mends GreupWilbrimgbelisfor the

Salvation Armyonce again (a twentywo year tradition!)

this Christmas seasorPlease save the date of Thursday,
December 9, from 5:0000 pm. Sigiip includes one or two
hour time slots. Sigwp is only available at the church website
by clicking on the Sigitup Station orange clipboard icon on the
Home page. Bells, buckets, and aprons will be at the ringing
locations. Jerry Roesner will notify you of your assigned locations by Sunday,
December 5. In keeping with past tradition, we again assure moderate weather
and a delicious meal will follow at the home of Jim & Jan Mamminga, 1636 W.
Downer Pl. in Auroralf you are not able to ring, we still invite you to join us for
dinner and enjoy the fellowship of this giving season.




HieH ScHooL

The high school group has had
a lot of fun during our recent
youth group hangouts! We have
played a few new games this year,
including a very intense game of
Throw Throw the Burrito. Throughout
our class time, we have also spent time
getting to know each other again since
we have been apart for so long.

THROW

BURRITO

NOVEMBER, 2021

)  E— 51H & 6TH GRADE

Thank you to all who donated to the ADOPT
service project. In addition, we are thrilled
about the amount of donations received. The
5th and 6th graders are still accepting final
donations and all items will be delivered to
ADOPT in mid-November. If you have an item
or two to donate, please drop it by the donation
bin located in the church school hallway.

As the 5th & 6th graders move into November,
our classes will be focused on being grateful
and appreciative for all that we have.

CONFIRMATION CORNER

CAKES, COOKIES, AND CONFECTIONS

A special thank you to all the Confirmation students

Our high school youth and confirmation
students are in the beginning stages of
preparing for the Cookie Walk that will
take place on December 5th. We will need SuN. Nov. 7TH
all hands on deck to make this successful
as this is a huge event that serves the
whole church. Please keep a look out for
detailed emails regarding
the Cookie Walk
cmd how you can serve
in this season of

giving.

who volunteered in October to help serve treats at our
Blessing of the Animals Service.

A Bountiful November:

Students in Church

Class Topic: Covenant Stories:
Who is included?

Students in Church/Youth
Hang-out with High School
Group afterwards

Class Topic: Freedom Stories:
Exodus & Liberation

SuN. Nov. 141H

SuN. Nov. 21st

SuN. Nov. 28TH

HicH ScHooL SERVICE EVENT

Our next high school only event is on November 24th at
Feed My Starving Children from 4:30-6:15pm at the Aurora
location. This is always a great opportunity to give back to
those in need. Students can help others while earning
volunteer credit for school. The sign up for this event will
be emailed to you.

Volume 92, Number 3

Page 3

Annual Cookie Walk

The Cookie Walk cookie salewill take place in Friendship
Hall on Sunday, Decembeintimediately following the Hangin
of the Greens worship service. Buy your homemade Christr
cookies for your holiday parties, gift boxes, or just to have [ X
around the house while you wrap presel8KERS NEEDED

If you are able to bake cookies for this event, please sign uj
the Marketplace on Sunday mornings in November or contact
Lesley Myers desley@newenglandchurch.olyl proceeds for this event will go

towards the High School Service Trip that is planned to take place in summer of 2(

A heartfelt thanks to the congregation for the wonderful
Abundant retirement party and all the meaningful gifts you gave to us.

It was an overwhelming experience, full of all the good
THANKS memories of our 35 years together and a room filled with
well-wishers. We regret not being able to greet each of you

schedules to join us for the dajhanks to all who decorated the room so beautifully

planned and served the delicious food, presented us with extravagant gifts, workeq

behind the scene to prepare and clegm and offered thanks for our ministry among
you. The bagpiper at the end of the worship service who also piped us into the
reception was a very special gift, inde®de are grateful beyond words and look
forward to joining you for worship i
with the generous gift you gave us!

Gary & Judy McCann

WELCOME BRUNCH

Are you new to New England Church? f youdd |
more about us, the United Church of Christ, and what makes
congregation special, youdr
Brunch on Sunday, November 14, after the 10:00 am servicg
Please contact Kimberly kimberly@newenglandchurch.otg
|l et us know that youdre com

WELCOME
BRUNCH

Personally, but we thank you for taking the time from your bus

We welcome back
this festive service
on

Sunday,
December 5 at
10:00 amJoin us a:
we transform the
Sanctuary with
decorations for
Christmas and
celebrate the
Second Sunday of
Advent.
If you would like tg
participate by
placing one of theg
decorations, pleas
stop in the Narthex
before
entering the
Sanctuary.

v

D
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Dondt f dr
turn your clocks
back the night
of
Saturday,
November 6!

e |


mailto:lesley@newenglandchurch.org
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CONCERT IN HONOR OF OUR
VETERANS
Communion
Returns! On Sunday, November 7, at 3:00 prmembers of the Fox

On November 7
regular & glutenfree
pre-packaged wafers

and our regular
communion wine ang
grape juice cups wil

be served.
We will continue to
have Communion thg
first Sunday of each
month except for
December 5, we wil
have Communion 01

14

November 28 instead.

ﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ

&I would |Iike to order _ poinsettias through%
holi day.80. eMmtch$15 enclose my ¢hewecklot eaaegh miyopo$ nEVe
cember 24 wo rPsLhEApS Es ePrRvl iNcTe .

To

— Valley American Guild of Organists will participate in a
concert at the Christ Church, York Road, in Oak Brook to
COMMUNITY honor veterans. A free will offering will be received.
@“"Cez The church is located at 501 Oak Brook Road, Oak Brook, IL
Our organist, Marsha Foxgrover, assisted by Mark Baldin, principal trumpet of
the Rockford Symphony, wil!/ pl ay Mar s
trumpet and organ. The work was written by her for Don Duncan who at the
time was Minister of Music at Wheaton Bible Church and a sub for CSO trumpet
positions.

2022 Stewardship Campaign

A reminder to please review your Stewardship Campaign Booklet and return
your pledge cards to church in the coming daysdlt is important to return them
promptly, so our church leadership team can finalize our 2022 church budget in
December. Thank you for your past, current futdre support of New England!

Please return your pledge cards by: &

Bringing to service and placing in the Offering Let sG
Dropping at the church office This Pa
Mailing to the church office ‘
Emailing your intentions to shelley@newenglandchurch. staﬁte
Thank you! STiy?o? ‘

POI NSETTI AS
ORDER DEADLI NE: , ¥ ember 21

Re me mber :

& ¥
R R IR R

the Blesmg of the Peto
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Novemeer, 2021

CHURCH ScHooL CALENDAR

| NovEMBER 7  Joseph
Novemser 14  Joseph
Novemeer 21  Giving Thanks

NovemBerR 28 Ornament Workshop
Friendship Hall

ATTENDANCE RAFFLE

As you may remember reading in our
previous Tidings, our church school
program is hosting an attendance raffle
for all children (PreK-High School)
multiple times throughout the year.

| Ultimately, we're excited to have you all
back and we want to celebrate you being
herell As a reminder, when a child/youth
attends church school on Sunday morn-
ings, they will receive a ticket. This
ticket will then be put into the raffle box
in the church school hallway and 4 times
per year, we'll kick off church school
with a short assembly in Friendship Hall
where a large group activity will take
place, along with the prize drawing. On
October 10th, we drew our very first
attendance raffle winner and the child
won a $25.00 gift card to Target. The
more a child attends church school, the
higher their chances are in winning. Our
next drawing will take place on
Sunday, Dec. 12+th!

EmercENCY EvAcUATION DrILL

| On October 10th, all of the church school
children (pre-school- 4th grade) practiced
running through our emergency drills to ensure
they all understand the protocol in the event
of an actual emergency here at church. The
children reviewed where to go if there was a
tornado and where to go in the event of a fire.

-___hl

idIngs

DoscoNE Goob Time

On Sunday, October 3rd, New England Church
in partnership with Our Savior Lutheran,
hosted our very first Blessing of the Animals
event. During this time, members from both

, congregations were invited to bring their furry
friends to this special ceremony in which each
animal received a one of a kind blessing.
Originally, the event was scheduled to take
place in our garden area, however due to the
unpredictable weather, Our Savior Lutheran
graciously opened their doors to all (including
our furry friends). Dogs and cats filled the
pews and smiles and love filled everyone's

| hearts. Keep an eye out for‘ ‘H"lIS wonder‘ful
event next _, _ -« -
yearasit
was a

doggone
good time | . . | ,
for all. ‘ é} | y .

l,
g~y

OrRNAMENT WORKSHOP
On Sunday, November 28 the church
school classes will be making various
ornaments to adorn the Christmas trees
in the Sanctuary. Then, once the orna-
ments are completed, the children will be
asked to hang their creations during the
Hanging of the Greens service on Sunday,
Dec. 5th. If your child is unable to
attend chur‘ch school during the ornament
BB workshop, extra
ornaments will be
made so they can still
participate in the
annual Hanging of
Greens service.
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FIRST SERVICE AT 8:30AM HAS
RESUMED!!

Are you an early riser that appreciates getting your day off
on the right foot? Consider joining us for First Service on
Sundays at 8:30 am in the ChapEhis sweet service features
a sermon, liturgy, special music, and hymmdl in 30 minutes
or less!

With questions, please feel free to contact Brandon Perrine
(brandon@newenglandchurch.grg

Books Of Note

Our book discussion group will meet via Zoom on November 16, at 7:00 pm.
New participantsare always welcome. Contact Sue Reimer arm—
she will be happy to send you the Zoom link ! = )
Ordinary Graceis a brilliantly moving account of a boy standir ——

at the door of his young manhood, trying to understand a Wor%BOOKS%
that seems to be falling apart around him. It is an unforgettabl OF TE
novel about discovering the terrible price of wisdom and the \}]‘Q/
enduring grace of God.

Setin 1961, a teenage boy has tragfeitg his familyii which includes his
Methodist minister father; his passionate, artistic mother; Juilliibodind older sister;
and wisebeyondhis-years kid brothei he finds himself thrust into an adult world
full of secrets, lies, adultery, and betrayal, suddenly called upon to demonstrate a
maturity and gumption beyond his years.

Angel Tree

The Holiday Angel Tree Program will begin in a few
weeks. Approximately 65 students from the Greenman
and Hall schools have been selected to participate in this

/ | program. If you would like to provide holiday surprises to a
7’ (/€] student from either of these schools, you may select your

=]

angel (a student) in the Marketplace after both services o
Sunday, November 21 and Novemberli®$ou are unable
to personally select a student because of COY@Destrictions, feel free to contact
Lois Imbrogno at 63@20-0634 or_ois.Imbrogno@yahoo.cor8he will do her best to

accommodate your request. Your participation will provide gifts to students who are

less fortunate than most.....And they will know we are Christians by our love.

Our next
Film Series will be
on November 12
at 7:00 pm:
Bombshell: The
Hedy Lamarr Story
(2017)

The life and careef
of the hailed
Hollywood movie
star and
underappreciated
genius inventor,
Hedy Lamarr,
is featured in this
documentary.
Presenter:
Diane Ellis
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