TIDINGS
February 1, 2022

MUSINGS
Dear Friends,
I love to read. In fact, I’m somewhat of a voracious reader—consuming books as though they were
popcorn or, better yet, Raisinets. I love fantasy, sci-fi, poetry, and (eye roll) theology. One of my all-time
favorite authors is J.R.R. Tolkien. In the sixth grade, we were required to read The Hobbit. I fell in love with
Middle Earth and the mountains and shires, elves and dwarves and hobbits who called it home.
As I look out this morning at the fresh-fallen snow, I’m reminded of these words of Tolkien:
All that is gold does not glitter,
Not all those who wander are lost;
The old that is strong does not wither,
Deep roots are not reached by the frost.
From the ashes a fire shall be woken,
A light from the shadows shall spring…
Originally from The Fellowship of the Ring, these verses speak to me as I write. Sometimes the most
precious things in our lives lack the luster of lesser things. Sometimes, it’s good to be on a journey
without knowing the destination. Sometimes we need to be reminded that wisdom is as potent today as
it was yesterday and still will be tomorrow. And in the depths of winter, be it a season in earth’s natural
cycle or a personal season of the soul, sometimes it’s good to be reassured that no matter how cold it gets,
the spark at the center stays warm; that ashes will in time turn again to flame; “that light from the shadows
shall spring.”
Thinking of New England Church, these words take on new meaning for me. Here, relationships are
valued above all else; the journey of faith is not about the destination; elders and traditions are the deep roots
that have supported us, ground us still, and will guide us into the future; the spark at the center of our life
together glows, come what may; and on the other side of whatever winter we may find ourselves in, our light
will shine bright from this place, for our world.
These are words of hope for me today and I pray that as these long days of winter persist, they will
encourage you. Remember that when all our lights are brought together, we are a dazzling aurora,
dispersing the gloom of the season and of the seasons of our lives. Let’s keep shining bright together!
Blessings and peace,
Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

BOOKS OF NOTE
February 15, 2022, "Dutch House" by Ann Patchett.
At the end of the Second World War, Cyril Conroy buys the
Dutch House, a lavish estate in the suburbs outside of
Philadelphia. The story is told by Cyril’s son Danny, as he
and his sister are exiled from the house where they grew up
by their stepmother. The two wealthy siblings are thrown
back into the poverty their parents had escaped from and find that all they have
to count on is one another. It is this unshakeable bond between them that both
saves their lives and thwarts their futures.
Set over the course of five decades, The Dutch House is a dark fairy tale about two
smart people who cannot overcome their past. Despite every outward sign of
success, Danny and Maeve are only truly comfortable when they’re together.
Throughout their lives they return to the well-worn story of what they’ve lost
with humor and rage. But when at last they’re forced to confront the people
who left them behind, the relationship between an indulged brother and his
ever-protective sister is finally tested.

Film Series
February 11: Moonlight (2016)
Three defining chapters in the life of Chiron—a young black
man growing up in Miami—are explored, including his
struggles with poverty, a drug-addicted mother and his sexual
identity. Presenter: Nancy Hopp

'Fat Sunday' Celebration
Please join us on February 27, the last Sunday before Lent, for our
'Fat Sunday' Celebration! Fat Sunday will be a morning full of joyous
music and delicious treats. This year our Chocolate Festival will look a
little different; but it will still be absolutely delicious! We will gather in
the Narthex, on Sunday February 27, after the 10:00 am service to feast
our eyes upon a variety of delicious confections and take home a goodie
bag of assorted chocolate treats and sweet delights.

THANK YOU!
Special thanks to Pastor Matt Mull and Chairman of the
Board Sandy Mulligan of Advent Christian Church for their
gift of the following items for our New England handbell
choirs: melody chimes, wind chimes, tables and table covers,
handbell music and music binders, and gloves.

The Beloved Community
Last month we introduced Students of The Beloved Community: Social and
Racial Justice Committee of NECC. The name bears further explanation.
In our all-inclusive aspirations at New England Church, we are guided by the
messages of Jesus. Jesus envisioned a Kingdom of Heaven on earth, where love
and peace prevail. Using the same principles, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Envisioned The Beloved Community, where everyone lives in peace, without
poverty, bigotry, hunger or homelessness.
In the Jesus message we are told: love our enemies; give from our abundance to
those without; don’t throw that stone, but instead know our own failings. He
wanted us to draw together, to break down old divisions. Dr. King reminded us
of all this with his Beloved Community. It is natural to humans to seek
relationships. Divisiveness erodes souls. In the Beloved Community,
reconciliation and redemption heal souls.
Bringing together the message of Jesus, so well-known to all of us, and the same
message spoken by Dr. King, known more to African Americans, reminds us
that we all want the same things in this world. We want security, a decent life
for our families, nourishing food and the same chance at happiness as everyone
else. We recognize at New England Church that many in our community and
our country do not have these. Our Social and Racial Justice Committee has
adopted Dr King’s phrase for our name because we believe The Beloved
Community is a reachable concept once we learn to overcome prejudices at
home and embrace needed changes. Where better to start change than here.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Women’s Circle of Friends will not be meeting in February,
but will return on March 12 when we will enjoy a shared
breakfast and a musical program presented by Ina & Jim
Heup. WCOF is open to all women of the church.
Come join us for a fun morning.
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