TIDINGS
March 1, 2022

MUSINGS

Dear Friends,
In just a couple of days, it will be Ash Wednesday and we will be inviting you to gather for our Service of
Ashes. For those of us who didn’t grow up in liturgical traditions like Catholicism, Anglicanism, or
Lutheranism, this custom may seem foreign, even odd. As you know, I grew up a Baptist. If highly liturgical
traditions find themselves on one end of a spectrum, Baptists find themselves almost completely at the other
end! The only acceptable form of prayer was extemporaneous, there were no responsive readings, creeds,
or scripted sermons; we didn’t even recite the Lord’s Prayer. So, the tradition of ashes was new to me too.
Perhaps that’s why I came to love it so much.
Without spoiling all the surprises of the meditation I’ll share during the service, I love Ash Wednesday because
of the profound sense of solidarity it instills in me. Smearing the carbon of spent palm fronds on my forehead
reminds be of all the people, plants, and animals that came before me. I’m comforted by remembering my place
in the cycle of life—the circle of birth, life, death, decay, and new life. I’m grounded by the words: “Remember
that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”
Putting on ashes has roots that go back thousands of years. Ancient Hebrews put on ashes as a sign of grief,
confession, and repentance. Christians adopted the practice as early as the 3rd century C.E. and
Ash Wednesday became widely observed by western Christians in the 11th century C.E.
For me, the Service of Ashes is nothing less than an introspective celebration of life and our unique place in it.
For us at New England Church, the service will have several unique characteristics like Confession and
Absolution, silence, and meditative music. It’s also unique in that it will only last 30 minutes!
As we begin the Lenten season together, a time for evaluating our lives and rearranging our priorities, I hope
you’ll consider joining us at 7:00 p.m. on March 2 for this special service. However you choose to begin the
season of Lent, may it be a time of reflection and renewal.
Blessings and peace on your Lenten journey,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

S E RV I C E

OF

ASHES
Join us this Ash Wednesday, March 2, at 7:00 pm in
the Sanctuary for our Service of Ashes. This special
service marks the beginning of the Lenten Season and
will feature rich and meaningful liturgy, meditative
music, a brief meditation, and the imposition of
ashes. Lasting under 30 minutes, this is an appropriate
service for people of all ages. We hope you’ll join us.

A D U LT S TU DY
Genesis to Revelation: a 6-week Bible journey from cover to cover!

Join Brandon Perrine and a group of fellow New
Englanders this Lenten season for a 6-week survey of
the entire Bible! While we won’t look at every story,
we’ll hit the high points, explore its structure and
variety of literary genres, learn fascinating historical
tidbits, and get a sense of the book as an integrated
whole. If you’re not very familiar with the Bible, this
study will be a great starting point! We’ll meet weekly
on Wednesday evenings at 6:00 pm, from March 9 to April 13.
There is no cost to participate and all are welcome! Please sign-up in the church
office or on the website.

WELCOME BRUNCH
Are you new to New England Church? If you’d like to
meet some other new folks and learn more about us,
the United Church of Christ, and what makes our
congregation special, you’re invited to join us for a
Welcome Brunch on Sunday, April 3, after the 10:00 am
service.
Please contact kimberly@newenglandchurch.org
to let us know that you’re coming!

On Sunday, March 6, the acclaimed Orion Ensemble,
one of the Chicago area’s finest chamber music groups,
will present the third of four concerts in its 2020-2021
West Suburban series at New England Church.
The program includes Tchaikovsky’s Trio in A Minor for
Violin, Cello, and Piano; selections from Three Visions for Piano Solo and Folk
Song Suite No. 2 by William Grant Still; and Paul Schoenfield’s Trio for Clarinet,
Violin and Piano.
The concert will begin at 7:00 pm in the Sanctuary. As is their tradition, Orion
musicians invite all who attend to stay for a reception in the Narthex following
the performance.
Tickets to the March 6 concert may be purchased through the Orion Ensemble
website, https://www.orionensemble.org, or at the door: $30 for adults,
$25 for seniors, and $15 for students.

Caring Challenge Update

Help support the
Aurora Interfaith
Food Pantry!
Volunteers are
needed to re-stock
the shelves.
NECC Volunteer
Days are:
The 1st and 3rd
Monday of each
month from
3:00-4:00 pm.
No Sign-up required
- Please arrive
on-time at
1110 Jericho Rd.
Aurora.

The Caring Challenge events in January and February had a big turnout and
raised many questions. The Beloved Community Committee would like to draw
your attention now to the books in the display case in the Narthex.
Books are one way to get our feet wet in questions about Black culture and
White culture in America. It doesn’t matter which book you pick, given how
much we don’t know. In our country, an invisible wall has separated the
experiences of people along racial lines. Crossing over that wall is more
important than attributing blame. We’re all just people. So, what is it like to be
smart and talented and living as an African American or other minority in a
society that is largely dominated by Euro-American values and experiences?
How does that affect black and brown people and their views of the white
majority? One way to find out is to read. Our committee has done a lot of reading
in preparation for the Beloved Community challenge. We are excited to share our
expanding curiosity.

We have found that the more we learn about the perspectives and experiences of
others, the more we discover all there is yet to learn. The “Other” is not a threat.
The Other is complex, proud, hard-working, error-prone, joyous and sad. Just
like us. The Other has suffered and learned what it means to be alive, because of
that suffering. Just like us. The other, after all, is us.

Remember to set
your clocks 1 hour
ahead the evening of
Saturday, March 12.

FILM SERIES
Film Series: March 11 at 7:00 pm:
Herself (2020)
Young mother Sandra escapes her abusive husband and
fights back against a broken housing system. She sets out
to build her own home and in the process rebuilds her life
and rediscovers herself.
Presenter: Elaine Ross

BOOKS

OF

NOTE

Books of Note –March 15, 2022 at 7:00 pm on Zoom
only. Contact Sue Reimer for a Zoom invitation.
"The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry"
by Rachel Joyce
Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small
English village with his wife, Maureen, who seems
irritated by almost everything he does, even down to how
he butters his toast. Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning
the mail arrives, and within the stack of quotidian minutiae is a letter addressed to
Harold in a shaky scrawl from a woman he hasn’t seen or heard from in twenty
years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye.

Harold pens a quick reply and, leaving Maureen to her chores, heads to the corner
mailbox. But then, as happens in the very best works of fiction, Harold has a
chance encounter, one that convinces him that he absolutely must deliver his
message to Queenie in person. And thus begins the unlikely pilgrimage at the
heart of Rachel Joyce’s remarkable debut. Harold Fry is determined to walk six
hundred miles from Kingsbridge to the hospice in Berwick-upon-Tweed because,
he believes, as long as he walks, Queenie Hennessey will live.
Still in his yachting shoes and light coat, Harold embarks on his urgent quest
across the countryside. Along the way he meets one fascinating character after
another, each of whom unlocks his long-dormant spirit and sense of promise.
Memories of his first dance with Maureen, his wedding day, his joy in
fatherhood, come rushing back to him—allowing him to also reconcile the losses
and the regrets. As for Maureen, she finds herself missing Harold for the first time
in years. And then there is the unfinished business with Queenie Hennessy.

B O Y S C O U T P A N C A K E B R E A K FA S T

Boy Scout Troop 3 will be hosting a pancake
breakfast on Sunday, March 6, in Friendship
Hall from 8:30 am until 12:30 pm.
There will be raffles for a quilt and a Mike
Ditka signed jersey. Tickets are $8 per person
and $25 for a family.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Coffee Fellowship
Returns!

Women’s Circle of Friends will hold their March get
together on March 12 at 9:30 am in Friendship Hall.
We will begin with a shared breakfast and then be
treated to a program entitled Sixties Folk.
This program, presented by Ina & Jim Heup (a couple
who are around that age!), will feature folk music and
more from the memorable decade of the ‘60s. All women
of the church are invited to join us. Please sign up online
using the Sign Up Station on the church’s website or in the church office.

Reminder:
The newsletter deadline for submitted articles is the 15th of every month.
The deadline for the weekly Sunday bulletin is the Monday preceding the
affected Sunday. Please have your announcements worded the way that you
want them to be and e-mail to shelley@newenglandchurch.org. Thank you!

On Sunday, March 6,
Coffee Fellowship
returns to
New England
Church!
You are welcome to
stay after the service
for self-serve coffee
and conversation.
At this time, we do
ask that you remain
masked,
unless actively
drinking.

“God
Is Still
Speaking”
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