TIDINGS
May 1, 2022

MUSINGS
It’s been a year. It’s been a year! I can scarcely believe that 12 months, 365 days, 525,600 minutes have passed
since Charles and I moved to Aurora and began a new journey with New England Congregational Church.
The time has flown.
I would be remiss not to remember back to those first weeks together—weeks of just 20 individuals present in
our sanctuary for in-person worship and so many participating virtually. I will never forget the parade of cars
on my first Sunday, the flowers and gifts in the office, the planned and unplanned first meetings with so many
of you in homes, restaurants, and at the church. How far we’ve come.
In this season of resurrections, reawakening earth, and new beginnings, I’m struck with profound gratitude for
the new beginning we’ve experienced together over the past year, with awe at the way time and space and
events brought us together, with joy at all we have yet to do together. I’m also cognizant of the endings that
happened to give birth to these new beginnings: the conclusion of a rich and wonderful ministry in Wisconsin
for me, a new kind of relationship with former Senior Minister Gary McCann for this congregation, the slow
winding down of this pandemic. It has been a year of highs and lows, of lasts and firsts, endings and new
beginnings. And I’m so very grateful.
As spring continues to unfold, I commend this beautiful prayer to you from the Chinook Psalter:
O God, may we today be touched by grace, fascinated and moved by this your creation, energized by the power of new growth at
work in your world. May we move beyond viewing this life only through a frame, but touch it and be touched by it, know it and
be known by it, love it and be loved by it. May our bodies, our minds, our spirits learn a new rhythm paced by the rhythmic pulse
of the whole created order. May spring come to us, be in us, and recreate life in us. Amen.
May spring continue to take root in us, in New England Church, and in our community, and with it, much
growth.
Blessings and peace,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TREATS
Do you miss treats at Coffee Fellowship? Beginning
Sunday, May 1, we’ll be inviting New Englanders to sign
up to bring treats to share at weekly Coffee Fellowship.
We will continue to provide the coffee and lemonade.
Follow the link to sign up:
https://signupschedule.com/neccshelley

Come and march with us in the 2022 Aurora Pride Parade!
Sign up on our church website to join the New
England Church group as we show our support to our
LGBTQ friends, family, and community.
The parade is on Sunday, June 12. Our group will line up
prior to the step off time at noon, in downtown Aurora.
Please indicate on the sign up if you would like to buy a
t-shirt to match everyone in our group and what size shirt you need.
The cost is $15 per shirt. Drop off your payment in the church office or mail in
your payment asap.
If you still have your 2018 NECC Pride shirt, you could wear that again this
year. T-shirt sign up deadline is: End of day on Sunday, May 29.
Purchased shirts will be passed out on Sunday, June 5. If you have any
questions, please talk to Kimberly Adams or email her at
kimberly@newenglandchurch.org.

WOMEN’S CIRCLE OF FRIENDS
Our last meeting of Women’s Circle of Friends for the
2021-2022 season will be breakfast out on May 14 at Apple
Villa at 1961 W Wilson St in Batavia. We will meet there at
9:30 am. Please sign up using the Sign up Station on the
church’s website or in the office on the sign up sheet.
Please indicate if you need a ride. We ask that you sign up
no later than May 11th so that the restaurant can be notified
of how many are coming. All women of the church are welcome.

From the Students of the Beloved Community Committee

Dismantling old ways of thinking is a matter of one step up the ladder at a time. During African American
History Month, the congregation took part in events that got us all started on learning how much we don’t
know about the experiences of black- and brown-skinned Americans. Many of us then took to books to
learn more. African American history and its heroes were not taught in most schools.
On April 25th many of the church leaders took part in a Cultural Immersions Seminar to prepare
themselves to lead more efforts. The seminar, called Understanding the Black Experience in America, was a
generous gift from LCW, a company that specializes in helping companies and non-profits to navigate
cultural differences. They believe everyone has the ability “to collaborate, thrive, and succeed across
cultures.”
Our committee is planning next steps. Watch Sunday bulletins for details:
Jun 19 is Juneteenth, honoring the day the last slaves were freed in 1865. We’ll attend together
Aurora’s joyful celebration of African American food, music and culture.

On Sunday, May 8, the Orion Ensemble will present the fourth and final
concert of its 2021 -2022 series at New England Church, its West Suburban
home. The program will feature Mozart’s Quintet in A Major for Clarinet and
Strings, K. 581, and Borodin’s String Quartet in D Major.
Guest artists Stephen Boe, violinist, and Roger Chase, violist will join the
ensemble for this event.
The concert will begin at 7:00 pm in the sanctuary, with an audience reception hosted by the musicians in
the narthex following the performance.
The Orion Ensemble is recognized for the variety as well as the quality of music it performs, which
includes classical, contemporary, jazz and other innovative compositions. Works of women composers
are also frequently highlighted.
Tickets to the May concert may be purchased through the Orion
Ensemble website, https://www.orionensemble.org, or at the door: $30 for adults, $25 for seniors,
and $15 for students.

MEN’S FELLOWSHIP
Men's Poker Night-Friday, May 20 from 7:00-10:00 pm at
Chestnut House
Organized Tournament, $20 buy-in bring cash that evening.
BYOB and Pot Luck style foods to share
Open to all men of the church and you can bring a friend.
Don't miss this fun evening. Access the sign up in the church office on the laptops or
go to our church website and click on the Sign up Station icon.
You can also RSVP to Kimberly Adams: kimberly@newenglandchurch.org.

BOOKS OF NOTE
Books of Note- May 17, 2022 at 7:00 pm on Zoom only.
Contact Sue Reimer for a Zoom invitation.
"Founding Mothers: The Women Who Raised Our
Nation"
While much has been written about the men who signed the
Declaration of Independence, battled the British, and framed
the Constitution, the wives, mothers, sisters and daughters they left behind have
been little noticed by history. #1 New York Times bestselling author Cokie Roberts
brings us women who fought the Revolution as valiantly as the men, often
defending their very doorsteps. Drawing upon personal correspondence, private
journals, and even favored recipes, Roberts reveals the often surprising stories of
these fascinating women, bringing to life the everyday trials and extraordinary
triumphs of individuals like Abigail Adams, Mercy Otis Warren, Deborah Read
Franklin, Eliza Pinckney, Catherine Littlefield Green, Esther DeBerdt Reed and
Martha Washington—proving that without our exemplary women, the new
country might have never survived.

The current worship schedule will remain in place during
the summer months.
The church office hours will be from 9:00 am-Noon
beginning Tuesday, May 31 through Friday, September 2.

F O O D P A N T RY
Help support the Aurora Interfaith Food Pantry!
Volunteers are needed to re-stock the shelves.
NECC Volunteer Days are:
The 1st and 3rd Monday of each month from 3:00-4:00 pm.
No Sign-up required- Please arrive on-time at 1110 Jericho Rd.
Aurora.

ICELAND CRUISE
A Viking cruise to Iceland (Aug 13-21, 2023)
is being organized.
Anyone interested in learning more is invited to a
meeting on Sunday, May 15, at 3:00 pm at the
church. Brochures giving details of the trip are
available in the literature rack or by contacting Gary
McCann (garymccann21@gmail.com; 630.643.4925).

C O N F I R M A T I O N S U N DAY

Please join us on May 22 at the 10:00 am service for
the Rite of Confirmation as our 8th grade youth are
confirmed into full membership at New England Church.
A special coffee fellowship will follow in the Narthex.

O U R S TA F F & C H U R C H O F F I C E R S
Visit us on the
web
at
www.newengland
church.org
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