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Musings
Dear Friends,
We hear a lot of calls for unity these days. As politicians and pundits spar and debate and our nation becomes
increasingly polarized, we are constantly called upon to unite as a people for the good of all. However, we rarely see
unity happen, which is why I’m so impressed with the folks of New England Church.
Recently, as you know, there was debate in the Aurora community about the Pride Parade. Instead of drawing a hard
line in the sand and standing ground, you engaged in dialogue—with me, with one another, with others—and though we
didn’t always see eye to eye, I feel like we were all heard by one another. And, as it turned out, New Englanders came
together with friends from Wesley UMC and Geneva UUA for a beautiful and affirming celebration of real unity on Pride
Celebration Sunday.
It's so easy to fall prey to the vicious lie that unity is about agreement, sameness, and conformity. It’s not. Unity, real
unity, is achieved when people talk, dialogue, even debate an issue and decide to find a way forward together, whether or
not they end up actually agreeing. Real unity is achieved when people recognize that what’s at stake is bigger than the
opinions held or the positions taken by parties in a disagreement. Real unity is about heart and real unity is always a
choice.
New England Church shines as a beacon of hope for me, not because we all agree on everything all of the time, but
because we make the proactive choice to be church, moving forward together, for the sake of our city and our world
anyway. That is real unity. And, in today’s world, I’m more convinced than ever that New England Church is really
special. You model what real unity looks like and, I think, it’s a unity of purpose: to care for one another and to make our
community a better place. Sure, we’ll always have differences of opinion on how best to do those things. We’ll talk,
and dialogue, and debate on how best to do those things. But we’ll keep moving forward because our unity is a unity of
purpose and we know our purpose.
I’m proud to serve with this congregation, a congregation of Republicans and Democrats, LGBTQ+ folks and allies, fiscal
conservatives, social liberals, the theologically orthodox and the theologically progressive. I’m proud to serve with this
congregation because you really get it: unity is not achieved when everyone agrees on everything, or when everyone
conforms to the same norms, or when everyone becomes basically the same. Real unity comes in knowing at our core
what we’re about and working together to do that and be that.
As the politicians and pundits get louder, communities become more divided, and lines get drawn in the sand, you give
me so much hope for what’s really possible when human beings find real unity. Keep caring for one another and working
to make our community a better place.
Blessings and peace,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

NECC Cougars Game Night
Join us at the Ballpark for a Kane County
Cougars Summer Baseball Game!
Friday, August 5; Game starts at 6:30 pm,
Gates open at 5:30 pm.
We have seats in Section 112, on the third base line.
There will be a beautiful fireworks show that
evening and you and your children can run the
bases after the game as well!
Tickets are $8 each and you must sign up on or
before July 25.
You can also purchase a discounted parking pass (one per car):
General Parking Pass for $6 (save $4 off the night of cost for parking)
Preferred Parking Pass for $10 (save $5 off of the night of cost for parking)
You can also just pay for parking at the regular rates the night of the game.
Tickets will be on sale in the Marketplace area at church on July 3, 10, 17 & 24.
If you won't be at church in July, you can still go to the game; please email
Kimberly to arrange for an alternative way to get tickets.
Your tickets will be given to you when you buy them at church and parking
passes (if you paid for one in advance) will be emailed to you, during the first
couple of days of August.
If you have any questions; please email Kimberly Adams at
kimberly@newenglandchurch.org.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Help support the Aurora Area Interfaith Food Pantry!
Volunteers are needed to re-stock the shelves.
NECC Volunteer Days are:
The 1st and 3rd Monday of each month.
From 3:00-4:00pm
No Sign-up requiredPlease arrive on-time at 1110 Jericho Rd. Aurora

Burial Plots Available

New England was given two burial plots and a
bronze headstone in the River Hills Memorial Park
in Batavia. River Hills has told us that the value of each
burial site is $1,050 and the bronze headstone’s value is
$2,300, for a combined value of $4,400.
We continue to offer these items to members and
friends of New England and we will accept any
reasonable offer for the plots and headstone.
If you have an interest or know someone who might,
please contact the church office.

BOOKS

OF

NOTE

Contact Sue Reimer for a copy of the book and the Zoom
link.
SEPTEMBER : Tuesday, September 20 at 7:00 pm
The Lincoln Highway, by Amor Towles. Fiction,
October 2021, 576 pages.
In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven home to Nebraska by the
warden of the juvenile work farm where he has just served fifteen months for
involuntary manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently deceased,
and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank, Emmett's intention is to pick up his
eight-year-old brother, Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives
anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends from the
work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden's car. Together, they
have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's future, one that will take them
all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction—to the City of New York.
(Suggested by Ross Ament and Barbara King. Fiction. 8 votes)

