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Dear Friends,

Senior Minister: Brandon Perrine
Office Administrator: Shelley Lund
Director of Education Ministries: Desiree Guzman
5th & 6th Grade Education: Kathy Kokkinos
9th—12th Grade Education: Lesley Myers
Chancel Choir Director: Paul Laprade
Organist: Marsha Foxgrover
Assistant Organist: Marilyn Parolini
Handbell Director: Cathy Canfield-Jepson
Director of Community Life: Kimberly Adams
Wedding Coordinator: Nancy Richmond
Nursery Care: Jenni Moses, Charlotte Adams
Custodian: John Hett
Building Maintenance: Todd Jones
****************
Moderator: Bart Grometer
Moderator-elect: Josh Ream
Treasurer: Andy Sprau
Clerk: Ida Dunham

As I’m writing this note, children and youth in Aurora have returned to school for their first day. No doubt, this brings
both excitement and anxiety for the kids and, I’m guessing, at least a little relief for their caregivers!
Here at New England Congregational Church, we’re excited about fall and the launch of a fresh program year in
September. As is our custom, we’ll kick it all off with Rally Sunday and the Fall Festival on September 11. I, for one, can’t
wait to have the Chancel Choir, New England Carillon, and Joy Ringers participating in worship once again.
An engaging slate of programs awaits our children including an outdoor movie night, new youth group program, and a
reimagined confirmation experience. Opportunities for adults too will abound in the new program year and I’m
genuinely excited for all of it!
I want to share in a little more depth about one of the opportunities that will be coming up this fall. New England
Church continues to be a strong, generous, and engaged congregation at a time when many other churches are literally
struggling to keep the lights on and the doors open. We gather for vibrant and spirit-filled worship, support one another
through myriad social and caring ministries for people of all ages, and we engage in our broader community, partnering
with local agencies to provide financial assistance and volunteers. There is so much here that it so good! Now is the right
time to begin thinking about the next season in the life of our church—to consider who we’ve been and what we’ve been
about as a congregation and who and what we’re being called to be and to do as we grow into the future.
Our Aurora community is changing. Our nation is changing. Our world is changing. In order for us to continue as the
beacon of hope and faith and unity that we cherish and our community truly needs us to be, we must engage in some
intentional conversation, deep reflection, strategic visioning, and thoughtful planning.
For several months, at the direction of the Cabinet, a steering committee has been meeting to design a process for
conversation, reflection, visioning, and planning. We’re calling it “Visioning Our Future.” In addition to a lot of
important behind-the-scenes work, we want to hear the voices of the New England Church family and the voices of our
broader community. To facilitate this, a series of listening sessions will take place during the month of October,
beginning with the first Sunday. More details about those sessions will be provided as October approaches. Right now,
though, I want to prime the pump a bit and invite us to begin thinking. Here are a few questions to consider:
What are some of the important milestones that have led our church to now?
What are some of the needs we observe in our Aurora community?
Who might we be called to be and what might we be called to do in order to meet those needs?
How do we see our ministries with children and youth evolving as we live into these shifts in our congregation
and our broader community?
In the face of all that is uncertain in our world, this is certainly an exciting time to be part of New England Church.
I’m so grateful to be walking this road with you and can’t wait to see where the path leads!
Blessings and peace,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

OUR NEW CHANCEL CHOIR DIRECTOR
Greetings, members of New England Congregational Church!
I am excited to have been chosen to be your new music director. As you may have
read in an earlier short article about me, I have been singing God’s praises since
I was six years old, and have conducted choirs for decades. It is a true honor to be
here and to lead a choir that has been singing God’s praises for over 150 years.
Have you ever considered singing in the choir? Augustine is said to have proclaimed,
“One who sings prays twice.” I often experience an intangible sense that I am
connecting with the Spirit in a different way when I sing or conduct music for praise.
I think choral singing can open this up for many people. Rather than thinking
something along the lines of “I can’t sing well enough to be in choir…they are so
good”, I would encourage you to consider that the sum is usually greater than the
parts in choral singing. Are you slower at learning music than others? I would urge
you to consider the possibility that you might only sing at services when you feel the
time is right; in the past, I have had the privilege to know people who enjoyed
rehearsing with the choir for weeks until they felt ‘ready’. (I compare this process to
baking, where the best bakers are patient with the amount of rise time needed for a
good bread.) There is a place for you in our rehearsals as well as in our services, and I
know this choir is welcoming. Let’s talk!
So we will begin a journey together. I will choose music for our services based on the
Scripture focus defined by the lectionary and by Pastor Brandon’s vision. I will also
be certain that this music will be of a level of quality that reflects the gifts of our
singers. Nonetheless, even with the best of intentions and my experience, I will
make mistakes. I ask for your grace as we move toward a future of musical worship
together.
We are blessed with so many fine musicians, especially seen in the presence of our
organist Marsha, associate organist Marilyn, the Heups, and our bell director, Cathy
(and yes, I realize that this is only the tip of the iceberg of talent here at NECC).
I have been quietly attending services here for a few months, and have seen Pastor
Gary’s skill at the piano, Heather’s lovely singing of a spiritual, and more. I am
grateful that I was chosen just as I chose to be here.
How can you join our choir? I think the best and most ‘fun’ way is simply to show up
for the traditional ‘kick off’ potluck dinner with a plate in hand on Wednesday,
September 7 at 6:00 pm. Rehearsal will begin at 7:00 pm and will last till 8:30 pm.
Are you working late or still uncertain about joining the choir? Simply email me,
and we can meet to talk about it. Do you play an instrument but never want to sing?
Email me—choirs love to sing with other skilled musicians. I hope to hear from you
even if you don’t wish to join the joy of musicmaking at NECC, and can be contacted
at this email: paul@newenglandchurch.org.
In peace,
Paul (Laprade)

A Heartfelt Thank-You to the Heups
As we welcome Paul Laprade as our new Chancel
Choir Director this month, we want to say a very
special and heartfelt thank-you to Ina and Jim Heup.
Since the beginning of the pandemic, the Heups have
been instrumental in launching our livestreamed
services, ensuring music copyright compliance for
our broadcasts, providing vocal and instrumental music for Sunday worship,
leading the music committee, and since February, Ina has served as Bridge
Chancel Choir Director. In addition, they have been an invaluable resource for
Brandon in worship planning and learning the traditions of New England
Church in his first year. ‘Thank you’ doesn’t begin to express the depths of our
gratitude for all that they have done and continue to do to enrich the life of our
church community. Ina and Jim will be taking a well-deserved break from choir
and music leadership in the first couple of months of the program year to rest
and to provide space for Paul as he becomes established in his role. We pray
that this will be a period of renewal for them both. This has been a challenging
time and we’ve all been richly blessed by the Heups’ ministry with us.

F A L L F E S T I VA L
New England's Community Fall Festival Celebration
Sunday, September 11-Join us for an Outdoor Fall Festival
Luncheon on the South Lawn (weather permitting),
following our 10:00 am worship Service. We will provide
the table service, Roasted Chicken Breasts, Sloppy Joes,
Beverages, and delicious Root Beer Floats will be provided
by the Board of Missions.
There will be a bounce house set up on the church lawn for the children to enjoy
and fun Glitter Tattoos provided by Dots and Splashes and other fun lawn
games and family friendly activities.
We invite everyone to join the celebration and please bring a neighbor,
a co-worker, and a friend along.
This event can't happen without your support!
We do need your help with donations of side dishes, condiments, and desserts!
You can sign up online to bring a food item on Sunday, September 11 or donate
money towards this fun event by going to: https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/9040F4AABAD2BA75-2022

Students of The Beloved Community Committee spent the summer preparing
for the upcoming year. We have plans in the works for new experiences, both fun
and challenging. All of them should help our communal learning curve on the
African American experience.
To kick off the new season, mark your calendar to attend 10:00 am service on
October 16 and stay after. Storyteller, Kelly Campos, will present Children’s Time
during service, then perform for all of us in Friendship Hall afterwards.
She portrays the strength and beauty of black people and their history.
The July trip to Chicago’s DuSable Black History Museum was an energy boost.
One comment after: "I'm changing how I think after today. I was thinking of
Blacks as people to be pitied. That's not how it is at all." People who missed the
trip have expressed a desire still to go. We'll be planning another DuSable trip,
including a special lunch.
Join the Facebook group: NECC Students of the Beloved Community. It’s a place to pick
up ideas, share your own thoughts, articles or videos, or just lurk and see what
people are thinking.
As plans firm up we will keep you informed. Go to the church website and find
us under the tab, ‘Community Life.’ or https://www.newenglandchurch.org/
students-of-the-beloved-community/.

Books of Note
September 20 on Zoom at 7:00 pm.
Contact Sue Reimer to be added to the Zoom meeting.
The Lincoln Highway, by Amor Towles. Fiction, October
2021, 576 pages.
In June, 1954, eighteen-year-old Emmett Watson is driven
home to Nebraska by the warden of the juvenile work farm
where he has just served fifteen months for involuntary
manslaughter. His mother long gone, his father recently
deceased, and the family farm foreclosed upon by the bank,
Emmett's intention is to pick up his eight-year-old brother,
Billy, and head to California where they can start their lives
anew. But when the warden drives away, Emmett discovers that two friends
from the work farm have hidden themselves in the trunk of the warden's car.
Together, they have hatched an altogether different plan for Emmett's future,
one that will take them all on a fateful journey in the opposite direction—to the
City of New York. (Suggested by Ross Ament and Barbara King. Fiction. 8 votes)

Attention All Board Game Lovers
Save the Date for a Board Game Night Out!
Join us for an evening of fun board game playing with other adults in the church.
Saturday, November 19 from 6:30-9:00pm.
This event will not be your average board game playing (Sorry, No Monopoly) you will enjoy a variety of games that are competitive, cooperative, silly, skill
based, luck based, and just plain fun to play.
Come and learn some new games and make new
friends! $5/person to cover event expenses.
Games, tableware and non-alcoholic beverages will
be provided.
Please bring a potluck-style appetizer.

Women's Circle of Friends
Summer is almost over and it’s time for Women’s Circle
of Friends to begin again for the new season.
We will be gathering for breakfast at Riverview Diner,
1420 SE River Rd. in Montgomery at 9:30 am on
September 10. All women of the church are welcome to join
us. We have a lot of fun getting to know each other and
getting caught up on what we have been up to lately.
We have a great schedule of events for the 2022-23 season. We hope you will
come and join us and hear all about it. Be sure to sign up at the Sign-Up Station
on the NECC Website or on the list in the church office no later than
Wednesday, September 7 so we can let the restaurant know how many will be
joining us. Please indicate if you need a ride.

Bell Choirs
New England Bell Choirs-The New England Carillon
(adult bell choir) meets from 6:00 pm-7:00 pm Tuesdays.
The first fall rehearsal will be Tuesday, September 6.
The Joy Ringers (youth bell choir – for 3rd grade through
high school) meets from 9:00 am -9:45 am Sundays. The first
fall rehearsal will be Sunday, September 18.
Fall is a great time to join a bell choir! For information, please contact Cathy
Canfield-Jepson at 630-899-4913, email blondcathy@yahoo.com, or just come to
a rehearsal!

Help support the
Aurora Area
Interfaith Food
Pantry!
Volunteers are needed
to re-stock the shelves.
NECC Volunteer
Days are:
The 1st and 3rd
Monday of each
month.
From 3:00-4:00pm
No Sign-up requiredPlease arrive on-time
at 1110 Jericho Rd.
Aurora

