
MU S I N G S 

October 1 ,  2022  

T I D I N G S  

 
 
 
Dear Friends, 
 
Gloria Steinem once said, “Without leaps of imagination or dreaming, we lose the excitement of possibilities. 
Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning.”  Without imagination and without dreaming, we lose the excitement 
of possibilities.  That’s why we’re not doing strategic planning at New England Church.  We’re doing strategic 
visioning, strategic imagining, strategic dreaming.  Sure, a plan will come—a plan to make our dreams for our 
church into a reality.  But first, the dreaming.  And that starts in October.  We’re calling the whole process     
Visioning Our Future. 
 
The steering committee and I invite you to join us for one of three listening sessions to share your hopes and 
dreams for our church.   You can participate on October 2 or October 23, following worship in Friendship Hall 
or you can join us on October 16 at 7 p.m. via Zoom.  In addition to being a great opportunity to dream together, 
the ideas and information shared at these sessions will form the foundation of an action plan as our church    
prepares to continue moving boldly into the future.   
 
We are deeply committed to bringing all of our church’s many voices to the table for one of these listening     
sessions.  As a congregation made up of diverse individuals, it’s crucial that everyone have an opportunity to be 
heard and to contribute to guiding our church as we plot a course forward.  We sincerely hope you will plan to 
participate in one of the listening sessions and dream with us. 
 
This is an exciting time for New England Church, filled with opportunity and possibility and hope.  Thoreau 
once said, “Never look back unless you are planning to go that way,” and we aren’t.  The future is bright for us 
and that’s the direction we’re moving.  I couldn’t be more grateful to be walking into it with all of you.  Thank 
you for sharing of yourselves and your dreams.  We are truly the church together. 
 
 
Blessings and peace, 

 
 
 

Brandon Perrine 
Senior Minister 
 
 
 
 
             



D E F I N I T I O N S A N D  DI R E C T I O N S 
  
 
The word “tidings” has two common  
definitions, according to the American 
Heritage Dictionary:  ” 
1. Information or news; and   
2. Account of what has taken place,  
       and was not known before.”   
My first Tidings missive fit squarely into the 
first definition, for it was written before my 
first Sunday as your Music Director.   

This submission falls clearly into the second definition. 
 
By the time you will read this short essay, I will have attended several meetings, 
including one at a congregant’s home, will have sung one work for a service,  
will have led my first NECC choir rehearsal, will have confounded a few people 
with my odd sense of humor, and will have led the choir in at least one of our 
weekly musical offerings. What I have learned is that this is an intensely caring 
community, and that so many people have expressed their goodwill and shared 
their experiences and knowledge with me that by the start of September, I felt 
that I had already been here for some time. 
  
I have been guided in the manner in which we are committed to being stewards 
of others’ rights and gifts through a copyright reporting. I have been given six 
months’ worth of pre-COVID worship bulletins to see where the church has 
been. I have also been given examples of choral responses that were used more 
recently and have learned that it is important for some aspects of tradition to be 
followed closely while others are negotiable. I have also learned how wonderfully 
and thoughtfully rendered the work of the church staff is in practice—and I am 
impressed. I even learned that altos have access to a ‘secret’ phone! 
 
The most common question asked of me is: “Are you nervous about this new 
role?”  Musically, no. I know that I have the training and experience to change 
course musically when things are not right, and I have the passion to reach for 
beauty, expression, and excellence that are abstractly possible. I am more  
concerned about remembering the mechanics of where to sit, when to stand,  
and other practices that have been a part of what makes the choir’s role in the 
service work smoothly.  As Jim Heup said with a smile, “If you make a mistake,  
it is no problem, but you can watch it online.” I have a few things to learn. 
 
In peace,  

Paul (Laprade), your Music Director 

 
 



Visioning Our Future 

 
The steering committee and Brandon invite you to 
join us for one of three listening sessions to share your 
hopes and dreams for our church.   
You can participate October 2 or October 23,  
following worship in Friendship Hall or you can join 
us on October 16 at 7: 00pm via Zoom.  In addition to  
being a great opportunity to dream together, the ideas 
and information shared at these sessions will form the 
foundation of an action plan as our church prepares to 

continue moving boldly into the future.   
 

Burial Plots Available 

 
New England was given two burial plots and a 
bronze headstone in the River Hills Memorial Park 
in Batavia. River Hills has told us that the value of 
each burial site is $1,050 and the bronze headstone’s 
value is $2,300, for a combined value  of $4,400.   
We continue  to offer these items to members and 
friends of New England and we will accept any  
reasonable offer for the plots and headstone.    
If you have an interest or know someone who might, please contact Shelley in 
the church office. 
 

 
October 18 on Zoom at 7:00 pm.  
Contact Sue Reimer for a copy of the book  
and the Zoom link. 
If You Lived Here, You’d Be Home By Now  
by Christopher Ingraham.  288 pages.   
The hilarious, charming, and candid story of writer  
Christopher Ingraham’s decision to uproot his life  

and move his family to Red Lake Falls, Minnesota, population 1,400— 
the community he made famous as “the worst place to live in America” in a story 
he wrote for the Washington Post.  
(Suggested by Nancy Krauss. Non fiction. 13 votes.) 
 

Books of  Note 

Help support the  
Aurora Area  

Interfaith Food  
Pantry!  

Volunteers are needed 
to re-stock the shelves. 

NECC Volunteer 
Days are: 

The 1st and 3rd  
Monday of each 

month. 
From 3:00-4:00pm 

No Sign-up required- 
Please arrive on-time 

at 1110 Jericho Rd.  
Aurora 

 

Grab your furry  
family members and 

join us in the  
Celebration Garden at 

3:00 pm for our  
second annual Blessing 

of the Animals  
service on Sunday,  

October 2.   
Refreshments will  
follow and all pet  

species are welcome! 



W O M E N’S  C I RC L E  O F F R I E N D S 
 
Do you like chocolate? If so, then the October 8  
meeting of Women’s Circle of Friends is the place you 
want to be. We will be tasting 10 different kinds of 
chocolate and will learn a little about each of 
them.  We have a limited number of people (25) 
who can attend so sign up now on the Sign Up  
Station on the church’s website to reserve your 
spot. There will be a $7 charge for this meeting, which 
will include all your chocolate, fruit and cheese and 
crackers (to cleanse your palate in between tasting each piece of chocolate!)  
and coffee, a special tea. and water. We will NOT be eating breakfast at church 
beforehand so you will not need to bring a dish to share. This will be a unique 
experience that we are sure you will not want to miss out on.   
All women of the church are invited to attend. 

Game Night 

 
Save the Date for a Board Game Night Out! 
Join us for an evening of fun board game playing 
with other adults in the church. 
Saturday, November 19 from 6:30-9:00pm. 
This event will not be your average board game  
playing (Sorry, No Monopoly) - you will enjoy a   
variety of games that are competitive, cooperative, 

silly, skill based, luck based, and just plain fun to play. Come and learn some new 
games and make new friends!  $5/person to cover event expenses. Games,  
tableware and non-alcoholic beverages will be provided.  Please bring a  
potluck-style appetizer. 

Friday Night at the Movies 

 
 
October 14 at 7:00 pm:  
A Most Beautiful Thing (2020)  
This documentary follows the first U.S. African  
American public high school rowing team. The young 
men come from the west side of Chicago, and many 
were in rival gangs. Presenter: Ellen Bonewitz 
 



  
As our church becomes more and more aware of the discrepancies between 
the idea of equality and the realities in our world, Students of The Beloved 
Community Committee is hunting down ways for all of us to get smarter.  
First comes understanding, then comes action, effective action. 
 
Here are some suggestions you might want to do on your own: 

Be the first to play the new board game, Disparity Trap. See video on our 
Facebook group page- NECC Students of the Beloved Community or preorder 
at www.disparitytrap.net. Play it and let us all know if it’s useful. 

Look for the new docuseries on WTTW, Making Black America. Henry 
Louis Gates, Jr narrates the vibrant Black world that history books and 
media missed. 

Read the book highly recommended by our pastor, Unsettling Truths: The 
Ongoing, Dehumanizing Legacy of the Doctrine of Discovery, by 
Mark Charles and Soong-Chan Rah. Europeans started the disparity ball 
rolling by setting out to conquer the world in the name of God. 

See Between Riverside and Crazy at Riverfront Playhouse on Water Street 
Mall, Aurora. The Pulitzer winning drama touches multiple pertinent 
themes. Phillip Van Lear, who has played in several national TV Series, 
plays the lead, Pops. Last shows Oct 7, 8. 

Take your family to DuSable Museum of African American History, in 
Hyde Park. New exhibit: The Color Is Fashion Exhibition, by Nick 
Cave, artist and fashion designer. 

 
To do at New England. Mark these dates and tell a friend: 

1st Movie Night for the year is October 14, A Most Beautiful Thing,  
 presented by Ellen Bonewitz. A documentary about a Southside Chicago 

Rowing team made of rival gang members. Inspiring. 
October 16 at 11:00: Stories of African American History and Resilience,  
 a performance by Kelly Campos, professional storyteller and ‘literary  
 activist.’ 

 
Your input can help us all. Be sure to join the Facebook group, NECC Students of 
the Beloved Community and comment on your experiences. You can also email a 
member of the committee.  
Co-chairs are Laura Pittman, lpittmanphd@gmail.com and Rick Guzman, 
rick@neighborproject.us.  
 
  











N
ew

 E
n

gl
an

d
 C

on
gr

eg
at

io
n

al
 

C
h

u
rc

h
-U

C
C

 
40

6 
W

. G
al

en
a 

B
lv

d.
 A

ur
or

a,
 I

L
. 6

05
06

 
P

ho
ne

: 6
30

.8
97

.8
72

1 
F

ax
: 6

30
.8

97
.8

74
4 

E
m

ai
l:o

ff
ic

e@
ne

w
en

gl
an

dc
hu

rc
h.

or
g 

A
 C

ar
in

g 
C

hu
rc

h 
fo

r T
hi

nk
in

g 
Pe

op
le 

Vi
si

t u
s 

on
 th

e 
w

eb
  

at
  

w
w

w
.n

ew
en

gl
an

dc
hu

rc
h.

or
g 

 

“G
od

  
Is

 S
ti

ll
  

S
pe

ak
in

g”
 

 
 

 
 

Senior Minister:  Brandon Perrine 
Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Director of Education Ministries:  Desiree Guzman 
6th-7th Grade Jr. Youth Group:  Kathy Kokkinos 

8th-12th Grade Youth Group:  Lesley Myers  
Chancel Choir Director:  Paul Laprade 

Organist:  Marsha Foxgrover 
Assistant Organist:  Marilyn Parolini 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 
Director of Community Life:  Kimberly Adams 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 
Nursery Director:  Jenni Moses 

Nursery Attendant:  Charlotte Adams 
Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 
  

**************** 
  

Moderator:  Bart Grometer 
Moderator-elect:  Josh Ream  

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 
Clerk:  Ida Dunham 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

O U R  S TA F F  & C H U RC H  O F F I C E R S  


