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MUSINGS
Dear Friends,
November has arrived and with it, the beginning of America’s Holiday Season. Soon we’ll be sitting down with
friends and family for a ridiculously large feast of turkey and dressing, mashed potatoes and (in my family)
homemade noodles, cranberries and pumpkin pie. Then, the season picks up the pace as we seem to sprint
toward Christmas. Thanksgiving, though, is special. The focus is on the food and the people we share it with,
on harvest and gratitude. I like that.
We at New England Church have a lot to be thankful for. That fact was made even clearer to me in the last
month as we hosted three listening sessions as part of our year-long strategic visioning process—Visioning Our
Future. I’m grateful to all the people who have already participated—those folks who gathered to share what
they love about this congregation and what they dream for it.
If you didn’t already know, New England Church is special and you love it for all the things that make it
special. You love its rich musical tradition and skillful choirs. You love its progressive theology, inclusivity,
and open-mindedness. You love its children and youth. You love its storied past and forward-thinking
present. You love its historic building and the vibrant community of today. You love its strategic location and
leadership in our city. You love this church and you have big dreams—hopeful, optimistic, visionary dreams
for our future together.
If you haven’t already had the opportunity to participate in a listening session, the Steering Committee has
decided to host another one. Please consider joining us on November 13 at 7 p.m. in Friendship Hall. Childcare
will be provided.
In this season of gratitude, it’s the perfect time to reflect on what we love about this place and these people—
what we’re grateful for. And to dream big dreams for our future.
In gratitude for all of you,

Brandon Perrine
Senior Minister

WHY JOIN CHOIR?
We would love for you to consider
joining us. Here are a few reasons why
you should (some serious, some…well,
you be the judge,)

On Sunday,
November 6 at both
the 8:30 and
10:00 am services,
we will remember
those of our church
family who have gone
before us,
calling special
attention to those who
have died since our
last
All Saints’ Day
celebration.

-We can wear any clothing we want
under our Sunday robe, and we are still
sartorially admired.
-What happens in choir stays in choir,
and it is healthier than Vegas.
-Augustine said that “singing is like praying twice.” Our ‘prayer mileage’ is
amazing.
-We are a caring community within a caring community. Our ‘caring level’ is
amazing.
-Some of us don’t think we sing so well, but, together, perhaps the whole is
greater than the sum of the parts.
-We get to see all of our friends in worship, worshipping. The choir knows when
your hair is styled differently.
-On colder days, the church lights not only illuminate us but add a little warmth.
Robes help too.
-We spend a few hours watching some guy waving his arms in front of us and
making odd faces. This is really more fun than you might imagine.
-Altos have their own landline phone. The Pastor and Conductor know little
about it. We are serious.
- We explore more of the chancel and sanctuary weekly than does nearly anyone
else at the church.
-Over 15% of us have birthdays within a specific ten-day period. Few groups of
people have such a large percentage of Libras and Virgos ‘on the cusp’. Find out
what we are on the cusp of!
Most of all, we spend time together praying by returning the gift of song that was
given to us. Other than praying and loving, the most frequent activity mentioned
in the Bible is “singing”. There must be a reason. Find out. Contact our Chancel
Choir director, Paul, at paul@newenglandchurch.org to learn more.
We would love to have you.
In peace,
Paul (Laprade), your Music Director

Our Stewardship Campaign
Our Best Future Now is the theme of our 2023

Stewardship Campaign. We will announce it at the
November 6 service and mail booklets to your home again
this year.
Our Stewardship efforts are both a sincere thank you for
your past and current support of our great church and a
request that you join us to build our Best Future Now.
Our hope is that this campaign captures New England’s
positive energy, provides an overview of our stewardship
process, shares church financial information,
and ultimately provides an easy way for you to pledge
your relationship to New England for 2023.
We do ask you to respond to this Stewardship Campaign in November. Our Board of
Finance relies on the results of this pledge drive to build our 2023 New England
Congregational Church budget. There are several ways that you can respond:
Dropping your pledge card in an offering tray during service.
Mailing or dropping your pledge card in the church office.
Emailing your intentions to shelley@newenglandchurch.org.
The church relies 100% on the generous donations of our members and friends.
The church has consistently been solid financial stewards of your generous gifts,
but inflation affects the church and increased technology costs are also real. Whether
you donate with a check or an electronic bank payment --- if you are able, we would
ask that you might consider an increased donation to support the church in the
coming year.
Our Best Future Now! Thank you for making New England part of your life.
Sincerely,
The NECC Board of Stewardship

Giving Bus
The Board of Missions along with Greenman and Hall
Schools would like to thank everyone who donated money
and shoes to the Giving Bus. All requests were met, and there
will be many happy feet walking the halls of two grateful
schools. Thank you for caring.

Help support the
Aurora Area
Interfaith Food
Pantry!
Volunteers are
needed to re-stock
the shelves.
NECC Volunteer
Days are:
The 1st and 3rd
Monday of each
month.
From 3:00-4:00pm
No Sign-up
required- Please
arrive on-time at
1110 Jericho Rd.
Aurora

ANGEL TREE
The Holiday Angel Tree Program will begin in a few weeks. We are hoping to
accommodate a total of 90 students this year. These students will be selected
from the Greenman and Hall Schools.
If you would like to provide holiday surprises to a student from either of these
schools, you may select your angel (a student) in the Marketplace, after both
services on Sundays, November 20 and November 27. Since this is a higher quota
than we have had in the last few years, if there are any left, we will also display
them on Sunday, December 4.
If you are unable to personally select an angel
(student) because of illness or time conflicts, please
feel free to contact Lois Imbrogno
at 630-220-0634 or Lois.imbrogno@yahoo.com.
I will do my best to accommodate your
request. Thank you for your generosity and
support; your participation will provide holiday
surprises to students who are less fortunate than
most.

Friday Night At The Movies
Friday Night at the Movies-November 11 at 7:00 pm
The Little Prince (2015)
In an animated film based upon the 1943 book by Antoine
de Saint-Exupery, a small boy from a tiny planet travels
the universe seeking wisdom.
Presenter: Diane Ellis

NECC To Ring Bells For Salvation Army
NECC will ring bells for the Salvation Army once again
(a twenty two year tradition!) this Christmas season. This
year's event is open to both men and women of the church.
Please save the date of Tuesday, December 6, from 5:00 to
7:00pm. Sign up includes one or two hour time slots. There will
be online signup only on the church website. Bells, buckets, and
aprons will be at the ringing locations. Jerry Roesner will notify
you of your assigned locations by Sunday, December 5.
In keeping with past tradition, we again assure moderate weather. And, of course,
a delicious meal and other nourishment will follow. If you are not able to ring, we
still invite you to join us for dinner and enjoy the fellowship of this giving season.

Cookie Walk
Get Ready for the Cookie Walk:
Mark your calendars for the upcoming Cookie Walk
on Sunday, December 4. The Cookie Walk will take place in
Friendship Hall immediately after our Hanging of the
Greens service at 10:00 am. Students from our High School &
Junior High Youth Groups will be sponsoring this fun and
festive event and all the money raised will go towards the youth
activities fund.
Attention all Cookie Bakers: We need your help! Be sure to sign up in the Marketplace to bake 3 dozen of your favorite cookies, candies, or bars for our annual Cookie
Walk. Please deliver your baked goods on Friday, December 2, from 11am-2pm OR
Saturday, December 3, from 9am-11am. Please contact Lesley Myers
at skidder2009@gmail.com or Desiree Guzman at desiree@newenglandchurch.org if
you have any questions. This is a great way to support our youth and contribute to our
advent festivities!

Save the Date for a Board Game Night Out!
Join us for an evening of fun board game playing with
other adults in the church.
Saturday, November 19 from 6:30-9:00pm.
This event will not be your average board game playing
(Sorry, No Monopoly) - you will enjoy a variety of games
that are competitive, cooperative, silly, skill based, luck
based, and just plain fun to play. Come and learn some new games and make new
friends! $5/person to cover event expenses. Games, tableware and non-alcoholic
beverages will be provided. Please bring a potluck-style appetizer.

THE LEGEND OF ST.NICHOLAS
On Sunday, November 27 at 11:15 am in Friendship Hall,
nationally known actor, Terry Lynch, presents: The Legend
of St. Nicholas. Come listen as Father Christmas (one version
of the St. Nicholas legend) shares stories of the legendary
protector of children through-out the ages. Learn about St.
Nicholas traditions from other nations and Christmas symbols
and celebrations from around the world. This show is for
adults, kids, and especially for kids at heart. This is the
perfect event to invite friends, and family to enjoy!

LOCAL MISSION OPPORTUNITIES

Women’s Circle of Friends
On November 12 at 9:30 am, the Women's Circle of Friends will
meet in Friendship Hall to share breakfast. After eating, our
program will provide an opportunity to learn more about each
other by sharing holiday stories, memories, and traditions.
Feel free to bring something to "show" as well as stories to "tell".
All women of the church (and their friends!) are welcome to
attend. Please sign up in the office, or on the Sign Up Station on

Many NECC members are involved in outreach
activities in Aurora or the broader community.
Here are some examples in which you might be
interested.
Aurora Christian Health Care. Located at 61 S. Broadway, Aurora Christian Healthcare
provides dental and chiropractic care completely free to all patients of their clinic. It is
estimated that between 23,000 and 24,000 Aurora residents (approximately 11%) are
without health insurance of any kind. The clinic is completely staffed by volunteers
including health care providers, administrators, interpreters and spiritual care givers.
It is funded completely by donations from churches, businesses and individuals.
Physicians and staff also work closely with other area health care providers which do
charge on a sliding scale, such as VNA. You can find out more about the clinic at their
website AuroraChristianHealthcare.org, or by phone at 630-586-6392. According to
NECC member Dr. Jack Sharratt, who has been a volunteer physician at ACH for nine
years: "Our patients are our neighbors. They have no health insurance because they do
not qualify for Medicare or Medicaid, have no employer-sponsored insurance, and they
can't afford to purchase policies through the Affordable Care Act marketplace. Many of
our patients are 'working poor'."
Aurora Lions club. The local chapter is a member of Lions International which has been
a global leader in service for over one hundred years. Among its many outreach programs
the Lions Club collects glasses (both prescription and readers) to distribute to people
who are not otherwise able to afford them. Look for the collection box in the
Marketplace. For further information, contact Lions International and NECC member
Valerie Flechtner at 216-870-4155 or valerie.flechtner@gmail.com.
Memory Café Fox Valley (MCFV) is a social gathering for individuals who are
experiencing memory loss, mild cognitive impairment or similar issues. Now in its
seventh year, it provides needed social interaction in a relaxed supportive environment.
MCFV usually meets the fourth Wednesday of every month from 10:00-11:30 am, usually
at the Batavia Public Library. Spouses, family members and/or caregivers are encouraged
to attend with them. Newcomers are always welcome; advanced notice is appreciated.
For more information or to have your questions answered, please contact Barbara King
at 630-643-2263 or bhk430@att.net.
Mutual Aid Dupage is a grassroots start up organization based on the premise that
society benefits when members help each other. The organization members literally go
to the streets to find people in need and try to meet those needs. Whether this means
providing a ride to a government agency, to acquiring baby care items to holding pop-up
pantries which provide clothing and house-hold goods for people moving from a
transitional shelter to an apartment, MAD members meet people where they are and
help them move forward. Contact NECC member Robin Schmidt at 773-551-6278 or
rschmidt99@gmail.com for more information.

the church website.

Books Of Note
November 15 on Zoom at 7:00 pm.
Contact Sue Reimer for a copy of the book and the Zoom link.
The Love Song of Miss Queenie Hennessy: A Novel
by Rachel Joyce (380 pages) Queenie makes a journey of
her own and confesses long-buried truths—about her
childhood, her studies at Oxford, the heartbreak that brought
her to Kingsbridge and to loving Harold Fry. And, finally, the
devastating secret she has kept from Harold for all these years.
( Suggested by Sue Reimer. Fiction. 7 votes.)

Advent Adult Study
More to the Story: a 4-week Advent Study

Join Brandon Perrine and a group of fellow New Englanders
this Advent season for a 4-week exploration of the stories
surrounding Jesus’ birth and infancy. You read that right—
STORIES plural! There are two rich and wonderful
narratives of Jesus’ nativity in the Bible, but a host of
additional stories of his birth and infancy can be found in ancient non-biblical
literature. There’s a veritable treasury of material and, perhaps, we’ll find that there is
more to the story than we’ve heard! We’ll meet weekly on Wednesday evenings from
November 30 to December 21, with supper at 5:30 pm and study from 6-7 pm in
Friendship Hall. There is no cost to participate and all are welcome.
Please sign-up in the church office or on the website.

Winter Dinners Return In January!
NECC’S popular Winter Dinners, suspended since Covid scrambled our lives
in 2020, will resume in January 2023. Diners in past years have enjoyed the

fellowship of gathering in a welcoming home for a hearty dinner and stimulating
conversation. Anyone interested in participating this time is invited to sign up
during November.
On
Sunday,
December 4 at
10:00 am.
Join us as we
transform the
Sanctuary with
decorations for
Christmas and
celebrate the
Second Sunday of
Advent.
If you would like to
participate by
placing one of the
decorations,
please stop in the
Narthex before
entering the
Sanctuary.

Winter Dinners provide opportunities to relax and get better acquainted with
other NECC folks whether they are newcomers or longtime members. Couples
and singles are welcome. New this time will be dinners for families with children, who will be in groups only with other families.
Dinners will take place in January, February, and March. You may sign up to
participate in one, two, or all three months. Each dinner will consist of 8 – 10
randomly assigned people and will take place at the home of someone who has
volunteered to host. The host will take the lead in finding a date that is convenient for everyone in the group. There will be as many dinners scheduled each
month as are needed to accommodate everyone who wants to participate, and
everyone will have different dinner partners each month.
Each participant will be expected to bring a dish to share: Main course, salad,
side dish or dessert. The host will work out with group members who brings
what dish. Hosts provide appetizers, bread, and beverages.

Look for the Winter Dinner signup table in the Marketplace beginning Sunday, November 6, and continuing every Sunday in November between services

and after the 10:00 am service. Someone will be there to answer questions. You
may also complete the form below and send it to bhk430@att.net, or phone Barbara King at 630-643-2263.

We were recently asked, why this title for out committee,
The Beloved Community? It is a concept from Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. that fits
closely with the NECC ethic.
In studying the work of the Mahatma Ghandi, Dr. King was moved to learn that
Ghandi made friends with his adversaries. Former enemies ended up admiring him.
It’s a challenging idea, but both men proved it can be done. Dr. King said that people
we see as evildoers are really victims themselves. Once we learn to embrace these ideas,
it is easier to see the possibility of becoming one, neighborly, loving community across
barriers. That Beloved Community was his vision for all the future world.
How to get there was Dr. King’s life work. You can read the steps in his philosophy
here, https://thekingcenter.org/about-tkc/the-king-philosophy/.
At New England, we believe in embracing everyone. This committee seeks to discover
how to make that truly happen across race, gender, and other barriers. It is our
expectation that as the congregation becomes more knowledgeable about what goes
on in other peoples’ experiences, we will naturally draw together with more diverse
people. We will see how others share our ordinary humanity. We will be the ones to
disassemble fences.
When it came to giving this committee a name, we could not improve on the language
of Students of The Beloved Community.

Annual reports
from board chairs
are due in the
church office by
Thursday,
December 15.
Please e-mail your
report to
shelley
@newengland
church.org.
Thank you!

Join us on November 13 at 11:15 am in Friendship Hall to watch the TED Talk,
Verna Myers: How to Overcome our Biases? Walk Boldly Toward Them,
and share in discussions afterwards.

C H A M B E R M U S I C O N T H E F OX
POINSETTIAS
ORDER DEADLINE: November 20, 2022
I would like to order ______ poinsettias through the church to be used as a chancel decoration during the Christmas
holidays. At $15.00 each, I enclose my check or cash for $_________. I will leave my poinsettia until after the
December 24 worship service.
PLEASE PRINT
To Remember: _________________________________________________
Signed________________________________________________________

With their versatile sound and lush group tonality,
the Alloy Horn Quartet is sure to put a sparkle in your
snowflake this holiday season! Presented by Chamber Music on
the Fox, this concert will be at New England Church on
Sunday, November 27 at 7:30 pm. The Alloys will perform
traditional holiday favorites as well as works that will be sure to
give you jolly vibes by Gina Gillie, Emma Gregan, and Johannes Brahms. This program
will be trimmed with a bow and is sure to be a highlight of your holiday season!

Don’t forget to
turn your clocks
back the night
of
Saturday,
November 5!

