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Senior Minister:  Brandon Perrine 
Office Administrator:  Shelley Lund 

Director of Education Ministries:  Desiree Guzman 
6th-7th Grade Jr. Youth Group:  Kathy Kokkinos 

8th-12th Grade Youth Group:  Lesley Myers  
Chancel Choir Director:  Paul Laprade 

Organist:  Marsha Foxgrover 
Assistant Organist:  Marilyn Parolini 

Handbell Director:  Cathy Canfield-Jepson 
Director of Community Life:  Kimberly Adams 

Wedding Coordinator:  Nancy Richmond 
Nursery Director:  Jenni Moses 

Nursery Attendant:  Charlotte Adams 
Custodian:  John Hett 

Building Maintenance:  Todd Jones 
  

**************** 
  

Moderator:  Bart Grometer 
Moderator-elect:  Josh Ream  

Treasurer:  Andy Sprau 
Clerk:  Ida Dunham 

 
 

      HAPPY HOLIDAY S!  

M U S I N G S 

December  1 ,  2022  

T I D I N G S  

 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas!  I’ve noticed more early-decorated trees in 
windows, lights on houses, and wares in stores than ever before.  I’m not       
entirely sure what to make of it.  Is this just consumerism at its yearly best or is 
this a sign that we need a little Christmas now? 
 
It’s been a hard year for a lot of folks—ongoing pandemic, economic concerns, 
global unrest—and it followed on the tails of two previous hard years.                 
I wonder if the decision to deck the halls a little early this year has something to 
do with all that.  Do people just need a break from all the doom and gloom; are 
they searching the night sky for a glimmer of hope? 
 
Hope.  That’s a word that we churchy folk understand, isn’t it?   
On November 27, we lit an Advent candle for hope and we sang: 
 

Come surely, Lord Jesus, as dawn follows night, 
Our hearts long to greet you, as roses the light. 

Salvation, draw near us, our vision engage. 
One candle is lit for the hope of the age. 

 
This season is about hope, the optimistic expectation, the courageous longing, the daring anticipation that  
something significant, something wonderful, a joy to the world is really just around the corner waiting, soon and very 
soon, to be born in our midst.   
 
May hope be born anew in you this season, in us, and in our world.  May we share a hopeful  vision of an earth 
made whole and a human family made one.  And may our hope, in turn, give birth to action that healing and 
wholeness might come to all.   
 
Blessings to you and yours this Advent season. 

 
 
 

Brandon Perrine 
Senior Minister 



A D U LT  ST U DY -MO R E TO T H E STO RY 
 
Join Brandon Perrine and a group of fellow New 
Englanders this Advent season for a 4-week             
exploration of the stories surrounding Jesus’ birth and 
infancy.  You read that right—STORIES plural!  There 
are 2 rich and wonderful narratives of Jesus’ nativity in 
the Bible, but a host of additional stories of his birth and 
infancy can be found in ancient non-biblical literature.  

There’s a veritable treasury of material and, perhaps, we’ll find that there is more 
to the story than we’ve heard!  We’ll meet weekly on Wednesday evenings from 
November 30 to December 21, with supper at 5:30 pm and study from 6—7 pm. 
in Friendship Hall.  There is no cost to participate and all are welcome.   
Please sign-up in the church office or on the website. 

 
The Orion Ensemble, one of Chicago’s premiere 
chamber music groups, will perform the second       
concert of its season at NECC on Sunday, December 4  
at 7:00 pm. 
The highlight of the program will be the Brahms Quartet 
in G minor for Violin, Viola, Cello and Piano.  Brochures 
available in the Marketplace contain details of this and the other selections,  
plus a preview of the remaining two concerts in this season’s series.   
Also included is a brief history of the group’s 30 years of  music-making,                
an extraordinary achievement in the realm of chamber music in Chicago. 
A champagne reception will follow the concert in the narthex.  All are welcome. 
Tickets will be available at the door, by using the order form on the brochure,  
or online at www.orionensemble.org. 

O R I O N EN S E M B L E  C O N C E RT 

W O M E N’S  C I RC L E  O F F R I E N D S 

 
Attention all women of the church! On December 10,         
at 9:30 am in Friendship Hall, Women’s Circle of Friends 
will be hosting a special program. After we enjoy a shared 
breakfast, Jim and Ina Heup will be presenting Christmas 
Voices Past and Present. This is an event you won’t want to 
miss so sign up now on the church’s sign up station on the 
church website or on the sign up sheet in the office.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The church office 
will be closed  
December 24- 

January 2 
for the Christmas and  
New Year’s holidays.  

 

On Sunday,  
December 4,  

the High School  
& Junior High Youth 

Groups will hold their 
annual cookie walk in 

Friendship Hall  
immediately following 

the Hanging of the 
Greens service.      

All proceeds will go 
towards future events 
and activities for the 

youth groups.  
 



 
“A World of Christmas”  
Middle Eastern weather was an asset on the first  
Christmas. Imagine if Jesus were born in a stable in an 
Illinois blizzard. Yet how can there be Christmas  
without snow? What Christmas means to each of us is a 
mishmash of ideas we wrap in familiarity. 

  
Students of the Beloved Community Committee has been thinking about this            
conundrum. We noticed that the beautiful sanctuary we will celebrate at Hanging of 
the Greens reflects our European traditions. On a globe of the world, that is a small 
land. What if we were to embrace Christmas as it is celebrated elsewhere? What if we 
notice that the people of Judea do not even look like most of our congregation? From 
our traditional nativity sets and iconic pictures, it would seem that Jesus was a white 
man. 
 
On Sunday, December 11, at coffee hour, we will surprise you in the Narthex with      
nativities represented by artists of many non-European traditions, as well as food to 
match. According to stories in Matthew and Mark, the Holy Family were refugees in 
Bethlehem at a time when the inns were overflowing with others in the same boat. 
That would continue when they sought asylum in Egypt. Join us on the second       
Sunday of Advent to open our thoughts to the bigger world of Christmas. 
 
Thank you for the turn out for our video presentation of the TED Talk, Verna Myers: 
How to Overcome our Biases. Remember to check out the Facebook Group, NECC 
Students of the Beloved Community.  
 
Save the date: January 19, Robert Sims, acclaimed baritone, will present “The Majesty 
of the Spiritual,” part of Aurora University’s Arts and Ideas series. Look for signups at 
Church. 
 
We hope you will enjoy the noshing and Christmas joy on December 11. 

 
NECC will ring bells for the Salvation Army this Christmas   
season on Tuesday, December 6 from 5:00-7:00pm.  Please sign up 
online at the church website or in the office. Both men and       
women of the Church are invited to participate.  
The sign up  includes one or two hour time slots. Bells, buckets, 
and aprons will be at the ringing locations. Location assignments 
will be made by Sunday, December 4.   
A delicious dinner, sponsored by the Mamminga family, will be 

served in Friendship Hall after the bell ringing.  If you are unable to ring, please join us 
for the dinner. You will still need to sign up at the website for the dinner only.  
We still have many time and location opportunities to fill. Please join our Church  
members in this season of giving. 
 

S A LVA T I O N A R M Y  B E L L  R I N G I N G 

NECC Poker Night 
 

Both Men and 
Women are  
welcome to  
participate  

Friday, January 27 
from 7:00-10:00pm 

in the narthex. 
Organized  

Tournament,  
$20 buy-in - bring 
cash that evening. 
BYOB and Potluck 
style snack foods 

Sign up in the  
Marketplace in  

January. 
You can also sign up 

online at:  
https://

www.signupgenius.c
om/

go/9040F4AABAD2B
A75-necc27 

Or email  
kimber-

ly@newenglandchurc
h.org for any ques-

tions. 
Get your Poker Face 

ready ~  
Don't miss this FUN 

evening. 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Do you have our  
Pictorial Church  

Directory App yet?  
If not, here is the 

web address to let 
you know how to 
download to your 

devices.  
https://

www.instantchurch
directory.com/app/ 

 
 
All donations must be either postmarked or received in 
the church office by December 31 in order to be credited 
as a 2022 donation.  
Please make every effort to complete your pledge before 
the year ends. Thank you. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

5:00 pm Family Service 
9:00 pm Service of Readings and Carols 

 
Lessons & Carols Family Edition: 
This year’s 5pm Family Christmas Eve Service will look a little different from 
past services, but will keep all these essential ingredients that has made it so 
special for so many New England families over many years: 
  
1. It will be 100% KID FRIENDLY. Wiggling is allowed and shushing is not. 
 
2. Kids will be involved in the telling of the Christmas story. Though we won’t 
ask kids to dress in costumes this year, we WILL have kid readers, and we will 
invite kids to help us place elements in the large nativity scene in the front of 
the sanctuary as the story is told. 
 
3. The service will be fun, but also meaningful and reflective. 
 
4. We will sing Silent Night by candlelight. 
 
*New this year: Special Giving for Guests of Hesed House- we will invite 
families to bring one or more of these gifts for guests of Hesed House: Giftcards 
for Gas, Dollar Tree/General, Walgreens, Walmart, Aldi, and local restaurants; 
Winter hats and gloves (cotton); and all sizes of pull-up diapers.  
During the service families will be invited to bring their gifts forward to the 
manger. Gifts should be wrapped to present during the service.   
You won’t want to miss this new, but familiar Christmas Eve tradition! 
 
*Gifts will also be received at the 9:00 pm service. 
 

       C H R I S T M A S  EV E S E RV I C E S  

 

Annual reports are 
due in the church  

office by  
Thursday,  

December 15.  
Please e-mail your  

report to  
Shelley 

@newenglandchurch. 
org.  

Thank you! 
 



T H E  M A J E S T Y O F  T H E  SP I R I T UA L 
 
The NECC Music Committee and the Students of the        
Beloved Community invite you to enjoy an evening of music 
at Aurora University.  "The Majesty of the Spiritual" features 
acclaimed soloist Robert Sims and friends as they celebrate    
and preserve one of the earliest African American musical       
contributions to the world: the spiritual.  The program pays 
tribute in film and song to three legendary living African          

American composers — Lena McLin, Roland Carter, and Jacqueline Hairston —        
who have masterfully arranged spirituals for the concert stage.                                         
Visit http://www.robertsims.com  for more information and recordings. 
Join your New England friends in attending this free event (part of the AU Arts & Ideas 
series).  Reserve your seat via the NECC web site sign up station. 
January 19, 2023 |  7:30pm  |  Crimi Auditorium 

 
 
Join us as we transform Johnson Chapel and the 
Sanctuary with decorations for Christmas and  
celebrate the Second Sunday of Advent  on Sunday, 
December 4 at 8:30 & 10:00 am. 
If you would like to participate by placing one of the 
decorations, please stop in the Narthex before entering 
Johnson Chapel or the Sanctuary. 
 
 

H A N G I N G  O F  T H E GR E E N S  

       
 
The money raised through the Christmas Fund  
Offering provides the primary revenue stream for the 
Ministerial Assistance programs of the UCC.  These    
programs of Annuity Supplementation, Health Benefits  
Supplementation, Emergency Grants and Christmas 
Gifts for low-income retirees are available to both the 

active and retired clergy and lay employees. We will collect this special  
offering on Sunday, December 11. 
 
 

T H E  C H R I S T M A S  FU N D 


