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Dear Friends, 
 
Easter really is just around the corner!  Growing up a bit further south, I always counted on Easter to be the 
day that shorts and sandals came out of their winter hiding.  After sunrise service, we drove the hour and        
a half to my grandparents and joined them for the Easter service—wearing the new clothes purchased           
especially for the occasion.  After church, though, it was off with the suit and on with the shorts and sandals 
before exploding out of the house for our annual Easter Egg Hunt!  Good memories. 
 
While I doubt it will be shorts weather for us this year, Easter does mark that springtime transition of nature 
better than anything else I can think of.  As we celebrate the defeat of death and the earth’s annual rotation 
out of winter, we gather with family and friends to attend services, host feasts, eat candy, and hunt for those 
illusive Easter Eggs.  It’s wonderful, whether we’re wearing shorts or not! 
 
Beyond the religious significance of the day, there’s something truly sacred about breaking out of our own 
winter tombs, even as the earth shrugs off the vestiges of its seasonal slumber.  Birds return, flowers begin to 
blossom, and the first glimmers of green creep into our lawns.  It’s as if we’re all celebrating together! 
 
I do hope you’ll consider celebrating with us here at New England Church.  Our services at 8:30 and 10 a.m. 
will feature a lovely indoor garden, special music, uplifting hymns, and the unmistakable joy of a community 
gathered in celebration of life’s ultimate triumph.   
 
I’m reminded of the words of John Crum’s old Easter hymn: 
 

Now the green blade rises from the buried grain, 
wheat that in dark earth many days has lain; 
love lives again, that with the dead has been; 
Love is come again like wheat arising green. 

 
Winter and Lent are almost over, thanks be to God! 
 
Blessings to all, 

 
 

Brandon Perrine 
Senior Minister 
 

M U S I N G S  



Planned Giving & Estate Planning Seminar 
 
Join us for a Planned Giving and Estate Planning      
Educational Seminar on Sunday, April 30 from         
11:15-12:15 pm in Friendship Hall. Ron Hem of Alschuler, 
Simantz, & Hem, LLC; Julie Christman of the Community 
Foundation of the Fox River Valley; and John McKee will 
be the presenters at the seminar.  

They will provide information on Wills, Estates, and Powers of Attorney, as well 
as how to leave a lasting legacy to NECC through either Endowment Gifts or  
Direct Gifts. In addition, information will be provided on the Church’s Memorial 
Garden. 
Although not mandatory, if you plan to attend, please sign up on the Sign-up  
Station at our website or by calling the office. Please note that this is educational 
only; there will be no solicitations. 

 
 
April 14 at 7:00 pm: Wit (2001) 
Emma Thompson stars as a professor diagnosed with ovarian 
cancer. The film is an up-close look at death, yet contains 
both wit and humor. Presenter: Elaine Ross 
 

F R I DA Y  NI G H T  A T  T H E MOV I E S  

 
Please join us Sunday, April 16 for an intergenerational field 
trip to experience The Negro Motorist Green Book Exhibit at 
the Holocaust Museum in Skokie. The Green Book guided Black 
Americans to thousands of welcoming businesses for over thirty 
years. Visitors will explore film, photographs, interactives, and 
oral histories from travelers and business owners; and compare 
“Green Book” sites then and now. The exhibition includes  
artifacts, images, and firsthand accounts that illustrate not just the apprehension felt by 
Black travelers, but also the resilience, innovation, and elegance of people choosing to 
live a full American existence. The cost is as follows: Adults $12, Seniors $10, Veterans 
half price, Youth ages 12-22 $10, and Kids 5-11 $5. Lunch will be provided at church 
after the 10:00 am service by the Students of the Beloved Community Committee,  
then we will carpool/caravan to the museum together for a docent guided group tour at 
1:30 pm. Sign-up in the marketplace or using this link: https://bit.ly/NECCouting.  
 

Intergenerational Field Trip 

Guy’s Night Out 
Thursday, April 27 
At Fireside Grille, 

49 Sugar Lane, 
Sugar Grove. 

6:00pm -Social time 
& 6:30 - Dinner  

Ordered.   
We will have  

separate checks and 
they have the  

following specials: 
Enjoy ALL of 

the craft beers at a 
special price of $5 

and delicious classic 
margaritas for $7. 

Sign up on-line 
at https://

www.signupgenius.
com/

go/9040F4AABAD2
BA75-necc32   

or in church at the 
Marketplace table 

on April 9, 16 or 23.  
Bring a friend, 
neighbor, or a  

co-worker - the 
more the merrier.  



Books of  Note 
 
The Books of Note book discussion group is open to all. New members welcome at any 
time. Attend via Zoom on the third Tuesday of the month from 7:00- 8:00 pm. Read one book 
or all. It's up to you!  Books are suggested by  participants and voted on twice a year.   
Contact Sue Reimer to obtain a book and the Zoom link.   
April 18:"The Island of Missing Trees" by Elif Shafak 
Two  Greek teenagers meet at a taverna on the island they both call home. In the taverna,    
hidden beneath garlands of garlic, chili peppers and creeping honeysuckle, they grow in their 
forbidden love for each other. A fig tree stretches through a cavity in the roof, and this tree 
bears witness to their hushed, happy meetings and eventually, to their silent, surreptitious    
departures. The tree is there when war breaks out, when the capital is reduced to ashes and  
rubble, and when the teenagers vanish. Decades later, Kostas returns. He is a botanist looking 
for native species, but really, he’s searching for lost love. 
Years later a Ficus carica grows in the back garden of a house in London where Ada Kazantzakis lives. This tree is her 
only connection to an island she has never visited--- her only connection to her family’s troubled history and her     
complex identity as she seeks to untangle years of secrets to find her place in the world. 
A moving, beautifully written, and delicately constructed story of love, division, transcendence, history,  
and eco-consciousness, The Island of Missing Trees is Elif Shafak’s best work yet. 368 pages. published 2021. 

  
  
  
  
  

April 6 
MAUNDY THURSDAY TENEBRAE—SERVICE OF SHADOWS 

Join us on April 6 at 7:00pm for a service of Communion and Tenebrae.  
This special service will feature a variety of special music, readings, and the extinguishing 
of candles. While meditative, it is also interactive and appropriate for people of all ages.  

We hope you’ll join us. 
  

April 7 
GOOD FRIDAY 

Self-directed Communion and Meditation  
11:00 am-1:00 pm in Johnson Chapel   

  
April 9 

EASTER MORNING SERVICES 
We will have two Easter Morning service offerings on April 9. Our Chapel service at 

8:30 am will have special music, piano-led hymns, and an abbreviated version of the second 
service. Our Sanctuary service at 10:00am will feature the Chancel Choir, New England  

Carillon, pipe organ, brass and Children’s Time. We hope you’ll participate in one of these      
joy-filled Easter services this year. 



 
On Sunday, April 23, at 4:00 pm the Fox Valley American Guild of Organists  
chapter will have their 2023  Hymn Festival, "Great Hymns of the Church" which will 
be held at the New England Congregational Church. 
Participants in the program who are members of FVAGO and are organists at churches 
in the area are:  Kevin Wong, First Presbyterian Church of Glen Ellyn; Mark Edwards, 
Baker Memorial Methodist Church of St. Charles; Bonnie Johansen-Werner, Organist 
Emerita, First United Methodist Church of Lockport; Betsy Waldon, Gloria Dei         
Lutheran Church in Downers Grove; Daniel Segner, First United Methodist Church in 
LaGrange; Lance Peeler. St. Mark's Episcopal Church in Geneva, and Kevin Lange,   
Gary Methodist Church in Wheaton.  Giving wonderfully researched and presented narration for each 
hymn will be Dr. Jane Holstein, former keyboard editor at Hope Publishing Co. and Organist of First   
Presbyterian Church in River Forest.  
Complementing the outstanding musicianship of these organists will be the equally outstanding Paul    
Semanic Brass Quintet, assisting on several hymns, along with Rev. Craig Felde, timpanist. Paul Laprade 
will conduct the brass/organ segments of the program.  Co-chairs for this Hymn Festival are Dr. Steven 
Wente and Marsha Foxgrover.  Admission is free with the doors opening at 3:30 pm. You are cordially   
invited to a reception in the narthex following the Hymn Festival. We are certain you will enjoy this 
event, singing traditional "Great Hymns of the Church" in a beautiful sanctuary. This is a rare experience 
you will not want to miss, that of singing beautiful, inspiring, traditional hymns in a beautiful setting. 
 

H Y M N  FE S T I VA L 

 
Our congregation’s enthusiasm for learning more showed up at the              
discussion with the showing of the Ted Talk, “How to Deconstruct Racism One 
Headline at a Time.” More new ideas and old dilemmas were shared. Baratunde 
Thurston made us laugh and gave statistics both. If you missed it, here is the 
link https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RZgkjEdMbSw. 
 

We will follow up the hope that is Easter with a Sunday outing on April 16 to a new exhibit about the 
Green Book. Ever wonder what it was like to be Black and travel in the decades before integration laws?  
You couldn’t enter hotels, gas station bathrooms and more. Instead of your family sleeping in the car,      
you would consult the book written by Victor Green, a travel guide to Black-friendly businesses all over 
the US, complete with towns to avoid after sundown.  
The Illinois Holocaust Museum is hosting the Smithsonian exhibit, “The Negro Motorist Green Book” 
with interactives, first hand accounts, film and more. It’s a family friendly outing complete with lunch at 
New England before we head out in caravan. Sign up in the marketplace or using this link:  
https://bit.ly/NECCouting. It is another chance to share in Black Joy. 
 
For the fall, we are collaborating with Women’s Circle of Friends to bring to New England the intimate 
talk, "Pre-Civil War Quilts: Secret Codes to Freedom on the Underground Railroad,” by Connie Martin. 
Save the date: October 14 at 9:30 am. 
So much history we didn’t get in school. What are you ready for next? Let us know. 

From the Students of  the Beloved Community Committee 



B U R I A L  PL OT S  A VA I L A B L E 

Calling All Organizers!  
We need your help to organize our New England 
Group that will march in this year’s Aurora Pride 
Parade, this June.  
We need people who can help us determine what 
our marching unit will wear, hand out to the 
crowd, music that we will play, and other fun 
things that we would like to do to show our 
NECC Pride and our love to our LGBTQ families, 

friends, and neighbors! We will be meeting in April and May to be ready for the 
big day. Please email Kimberly at kimberly@newenglandchurch.org if you are 
able to join this fun Pride Committee!  

 
New England was given two burial plots    
and a bronze headstone in the River Hills  
Memorial Park in Batavia.  River Hills has 
told us that the value of each burial site is 
$1,050 and the bronze headstone’s value is 
$2,300, for a combined value of $4,400.  We 
continue to offer these items to members and 
friends of New England and we will accept any 
reasonable offer for the plots and  headstone.   
If you have an interest or know someone who 
might, please contact the church office. 

A U RO R A  P R I D E  PA R A D E  

Help support the  
Aurora Interfaith 

Food Pantry!  
Volunteers are  

needed to re-stock 
the shelves. 

NECC Volunteer 
Days are: 

The 1st and 3rd  
Monday of each 

month from  
3:00-4:00 pm. 

No Sign-up required
- Please arrive  

on-time at  
1110 Jericho Rd.  

Aurora. 

T H E  M E M O R I A L  WA L K 
I N  T H E GA R D E N  O F  T H E  S A I N T S  

 
Engraved pavers in the Garden of the 
Saints serve as a lasting tribute to family 
members and friends.  This summer we  
will be placing the order for engraved  
pavers to be installed in the walk.  If you are 
interested in memorializing a family  
member or friend with an engraved paver, 
your order will need to be received in the 
office no later than Wednesday, May 31.   
Order forms are available in brochure rack outside the church office.  
 

Remember that 
there is overflow 

parking to the west   
of our church  

parking lot,  behind 
the law offices of      
Don Dickinson.   

A sign on the front 
lawn on Galena Blvd 

directs you to the 
lot.   


