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    Fal l  Edit ion 2025 

T I D I N G S  

Dear Friends, 
 
Physician and author Dean Ornish once said that, “The need for connection and community is primal, as  
fundamental as the need for air, water, and food.”  Frankly, I couldn’t agree more.  Fall at New England Church 
is a veritable celebration of community!  We kick things off with Rally Sunday and Fall Festival on  
September 7 and continue with our annual Blessing of the Animals on October 5, Trunk-or-Treat on  
October 26, All Saints Celebration on November 2, and Interfaith Thanksgiving service on November 23.   
 
Peppered throughout are music-making opportunities, Women’s Circle of Friends functions, Sunday night 
card club, Books of Note, Friday Night at the Movies, play groups for families, Kids’ Zone, youth programs 
(Youth Group, Alive!, and Scouts), volunteer opportunities, boards and committee service, and so much more!   
Fall at NECC is all about rekindling the spark of community and fanning it to flame. 
 
We really do need connection and community, just like we need air, water, and food.  Sometimes, we can get 
all of them at the same time!  And that’s the focus of a new program we’re launching this fall:  Peace Table.  
Peace Table is a monthly second Sunday supper experience unlike anything we currently offer at NECC.   
Intentionally intergenerational, Peace Table invites folks of all ages to gather for a homecooked meal and  
combination learning/worship experience on the second Sunday of each month from 5:30—7 pm.   
 
We know that Sunday mornings can be a difficult time for families and that not everyone, regardless of age, is a 
morning person.  Peace Table is for everyone, whether you or your family worship at NECC every Sunday,  
or you’re looking for a non-morning option to nurture your spirit and connect with faith community every 
month in a meaningful way.  We hope you’ll give it a try and invite friends, family, and neighbors to join you for 
a non-traditional way of doing church at a non-traditional time of day! 
 
We really do need connection and community.  That’s why I’m so excited to be going into fall this year with all 
of you at New England Church.  Together, we are the church in this time and place! 
 
Blessings, 

 
 

Brandon Perrine 
Senior Minister 
 



The Argument for Joining Choir in September: 
 
The benefits of being a member of a church choir (or 
many) are well-known. One can cite the health benefits 
(including lower cholesterol, according to one study), 
the improvement in social connection, the insight that it 
can provide to experiencing religious texts, and more. 
 
Nonetheless, we often forget that the writers of sacred Christian texts  
consistently emphasized the need to sing--in fact, we are at times almost  
commanded to sing!  Note the following, one of many psalms which tell us to 
raise our voices in praise: “Sing to God, sing praises to his name; lift up a song to 
him who rides through the deserts.” (Psalm 68:4–6) It almost seems that there is 
no option but to consider singing or being in a choir. 
 
Let us take a look at other perspectives in Christian texts. “Is anyone among you 
suffering? Let him pray. Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing praise.” (James 5:13--14) 
James emphasizes the role of singing in praise and encourages us to sing when 
we are filled with joy.  St. Augustine of Hippo takes this further, saying, "Qui 
cantat, bis orat" ('He who sings, prays twice'). If singing is praying twice, then it 
seems that we might offer the audience who read James’s passage the possibility 
of singing in the face of even suffering, such as Paul and Silas did when they  
became prisoners. We are encouraged to sing because singing is prayer,  
intensified through its setting in a musical composition. 
 
What we often need to be reminded in turn is that God sings for us: “The LORD 
your God is in your midst, a mighty one who will save; he will rejoice over you 
with gladness; he will quiet you by his love; he will exult over you with loud 
singing.”  (Zephaniah 3:17)  If singing is an activity that God has chosen, and if 
the Bible is consistent in its exhortations regarding singing, then it might not be 
too difficult to suggest that it is something you should choose to do…at NECC. 
Consider joining our community within a community, our Chancel Choir. We 
meet on Wednesday evenings to rehearse (beginning on September 3), and we 
praise God with joyful voices on Sundays. We hope you will join us.   
(P.S. Another reason for joining choir is: we have fun, but that is a topic for  
another time.) 
POP-UP CHOIR Dates for FALL 2026: October 12 and November 16 
Please invite neighbors, fellow congregants, acquaintances, relatives, friends,  
and even strangers to sing with our Pop Up choir this Fall.  
There are no requirements, and all we need to do is meet at 9:15am on the day of 
the service.  Please mark down these dates and join us in singing a joyful song to 
the Lord. 
 
Paul Laprade 
 

Join the Choir! 
 

NECC Bell Choirs 
begin the  

Fall season: 
The New England 

Carillon (adult bell 
choir) rehearses 

Tuesday evenings 
from 6:00 pm to 

7:00 pm, and plays 
in church  

approximately once 
a month.  

The first rehearsal 
will be September 2. 

The Joy Ringers 
(youth bell choir) 
rehearses Sundays 

from 9:00 am to 
9:45 am, and plays 
in church on the 

first Sunday of every 
month. The first 
 rehearsal will be 

September 14. 
Both groups have 
extra performance 

opportunities  
during the year,  

especially during 
holidays 

(Thanksgiving, 
Christmas, and 

Easter).  
New members are 
always welcome! 



 
Join us at 7:00 pm in NECC’s Source Theatre! 
 
October 10: Wicked (2024) 
Elphaba and Glinda’s destinies collide in Oz’s magical world.  
Cynthia Erivo and Ariana Grande shine in this powerful tale of 
friendship, identity and courage (with part two being released in 
November 2025). Presenter: Marsha Carter 
  
November 14: The African Queen (1951) 
In war-torn Africa, a spirited missionary and a gruff boat captain join forces to survive 
aboard the African Queen. Katharine Hepburn and Oscar winner Humphrey Bogart 
star. Presenter: Diane Ellis 

 
Both men and women are welcome to participate 
Friday, October 17 from 7:00-10:00pm in Friendship Hall. 
Organized Tournament, $20 buy-in - bring cash that evening. 
$20 gets you $1,000 worth of chips to play with. 
BYOB and potluck style snack foods. 
Sign-up in the Community Corner on September 28,  
October 5 or 12. 
You can also sign-up online at the church’s website. 
Get your Poker Face ready ~ Don't miss this FUN evening. 

 
September - We will be eating out at Double Yolk Pancake House 
on Butterfield Rd. 
October - We will be playing Bunco. 
November - We will be making sandwiches for the homeless as our 
service project. 
 

Our October and November meetings will be in Friendship Hall with a shared  
breakfast before them. More detailed information for each event will be on signs at the 
church and in the Sunday bulletin for the two weeks preceding the event.  
We look forward to seeing you. 

NECC P O K E R  G A M E N I G H T!  

W O M E N’S  C I RC L E  O F F R I E N D S 

F R I DA Y  NI G H T  A T  T H E MOV I E S  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sponsored by the Board of Community Outreach 

We, at NECC who desire to make the world a better place, continue to post volunteer opportunities in 
this section of the Tidings. Actions speak louder than words.  If you have some time and would want to 
donate your energies to a worthy organization this fall, we offer a number options to you:  
 
We will be collecting shoes for our annual Giving Bus along with 
school supplies again this September for Greenman and Hall 
Schools.  We are also adding the Alive Organization that share 
our church space to serve young people in the neighborhood,  
When you see the store shelves begin to fill with endless rows of 
paper, colorful, folders, crayons and pencils, all at sale prices, 
please consider picking up a few extras to donate.   
A list will be posted on the bulletin board.   
 
Aurora Food Pantry 
2025 Holiday Food Drive - Bag Promotion 
We are looking for volunteers to give out flyers and promote the sale of pre-packed bags at a few local  
grocery stores.  All purchased bags of food come directly to the Pantry.  
Cermak Produce (1250 N. Lake St.) 
Prisco's Fresh Market (1108 Praire St.) 
La Chiquita Food Market (1525 Douglas Rd.) 
Our 18th annual Holiday Food Drive will run from November 1 – 26. During that time, three local grocery 
stores will be selling pre-packed bags of groceries. We’re looking for volunteers to sign up for shifts to 
‘work’ at the grocery stores to promote the sale of bags and hand out flyers about the food drive to  
customers. We have found that these volunteers make a big impact on the success of this food drive. 
 
Also in late November, we will begin selecting  “angels” specifying requested gifts for the children from 
local grade schools.  The staff will distribute these gifts to the parents, so that their children will have 
something to open at Christmas.   
 

 
 
 
 
 

We will also facilitate any donations of new or gently used, clean coats, hats, snowpants, gloves, boots, 
and the like, will be delivered to Maddie’s Mittens who in turn provides them to homeless or anyone in 
need this holiday season.   
You can drop off your donations in the “Big Box” near the parlor beginning the month of October.   
Thank you in advance for your generosity.   
 
             “Faith without works is dead.”  James 2:26 

VOLUNTEER  
VORTEX 



Join us for an outdoor Community Fall Festival 
and luncheon on the south lawn (if raining, we will 
be in Friendship Hall), Sunday, September 7 
following our 10:00am worship service. We will  
provide the table service, roasted chicken breasts, 
sloppy joes, beverages and delicious root beer floats 
will be provided by the Board of Community Outreach. There will be a bounce house 
set up on the church lawn for the children to enjoy and fun glitter tattoos provided by 
Dots and Splashes, balloon twisting, and we will have lawn games and activities for all 
ages to enjoy. We invite everyone to join the celebration and please bring a neighbor, a 
co-worker, and a friend along. 
This event can't happen without your support! We do need your help with donations 
of side dishes, condiments, and desserts! You can sign-up online to bring a food item on 
Sunday, September 7 by going to our website and clicking on the orange clipboard or 
donate money towards this fun event. You can also sign-up in person after church in 
the Community Corner area during the Sundays leading up to our big event. 

NECC C O M M U N I T Y F A L L  F E S T I VA L 

Brandon’s summer classes taught us the history of  
Congregationalism’s work to make the world safe and 
inclusive for everyone. We hope to help New England live 
up to that model. The Social and Racial Justice Committee 
is planning to broaden its focus for the coming year.  
Look for an informational meeting this fall to plan a family 
pilgrimage trip to Memphis in 2026. Then check out the 
Mobile Museum of Tolerance when it accompanies the Interfaith Thanksgiving Ser-
vice. After that we are open to your ideas as we plan. Do you have a connection to 
neighbors with disabilities? Seniors in need? Refugees? Other groups? Let us know. 

From the Students of  the Beloved Community  
Committee 

Join us for an evening of fun board game playing with 
other adults in the church. 
Saturday, November 15, 6:30-9:00pm 
This night will not be your average board game playing - 
you will enjoy a variety of games that are competitive,  
cooperative, silly, skilled based, luck based, and just plain 

fun to play. Come and learn some new games and make new friends! 
$5/person to cover event expenses. 
Games will be provided, tableware and non-alcoholic beverages provided. 
Please bring a potluck-style appetizer to share and BYOB. 
6:30-7:00 pm Eat/Socialize, 7:00-9:00 pm Game Time 
Prizes will be given out at the end of the evening. 
Sign-up in the Community Corner or online at our church website. 

NECC B OA R D  G A M E N I G H T  I S  BACK 


